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SIR, 

eters 7 is not for any private 
; ends, that 1 10 make bold 
to preſent this Treatiſe 
unto you, but out of a 

confident perlwaſion, that, as the 

publick proſecution of Rebels doth 
| ina ſpecial manner appertain unts 
; you, in reſpeft of that Honourable 
' imployment, which you moſt deſer- 
| vedly have for the Kings moſt Ex- 

cellent Majeſty, ſo there # no man 
# better able, or more willing , to 
\ ſtate and determine all things- a- 


A} bout 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
bout Rebellion arjght, and ſo none 
fitter to paſſe an approbation , or 
cenſure , upon that Which I have 
written concerning the Nature of 
Rebellion , together with the pro- 
perties and practices of Rebels , in 
order to the true uſe of the Name. 
Perhags in reſpect of the matter 
ah gr} n it, ths Treatiſe might 
have ſeen the light more ſeaſonably, 
as ſoon as it Was penned, although 
not ſo (ately , either for the Author, 


the Printer , or the Publiſher, the 


Ulurpers of pretended Authority , 


with other A&ors and Abetters of 


Rebellious practices, opinions and 
principles, being then too potent, 
and ton prevalent: Jet I hope the 
publication of it now, though {1xteen 
years after , may be profitable, in 
reſpefF of the end intended. in it : 

Which 


— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
which4s, That axes may he laid to- 
the roots of that Rebellion , the 
body and branches whereof are 
happily thrown down , and crod- 
den under foot. Unto which end if 
this, or any of my other writings ſhall 

rove inſtrumental, 7 will eſſe God 
for it, and think my ſelf ſo much the 
more obliged to pray for an happy 
confluence , continuance;, and ins 
creaſe of all imaginable comforts to 
his Majeſties Royal perſon, and all 
his Loyal people © among ft whom you 


are, and alwayes have been, ſo ve- 


| markably eminent, that you are 


highly hothoured by them all, and in 


* particular by 


Your very humble Servant, 


Chriſtopher Harvey, 


. 
' « ” 
4 , . | " oF "OY 
4 —— oY 6 4 a 
LE ——— — LA —_—— 
. Tx —_— 


A Catalogue of ſome new Books 
_ Printed tor R. Royſton, | 


He Connſel which the Biſhop of Ex- 
ceſter delivered to XLIV. Presby- 

ters and Deatons, after they þad been Or- 
adained by him (with the affiſtance of other 
grave Miniſters) in the Cathedral Church 
of Exceſter, after the Primitiue, Catholick 
and lawful Way of the Church. of England. 


Elenchus Motuum Nuperorum in An- 
glia, Geo, Batio M. D. Regia Majeſtatis 
Proto-rwedico, _— 

1? RAN © 
The Syracuſan Tyrant z or - the life of 
Agathocles, with ſome Reflexions on the 
practices of our Modern Uſurpers, New. 


| 0-7 

| SE TO'THE | 

- + $SHEWING BAS: - | 

The Time when , the Occaſion 
whereupon, this Tazar 1 s.s was 


written , with the . Authors. 
intent and purpoſe 1D .it;}.. 


© Chriſtiary Readers, . IF - Ys . 
"Hy Treatiſe, being finiſhed April 
3. 1645. was writen at that. 
| time, when the King , and thoſe 
that called themſelves' the Parliament, 
were mbre equally poiſed,. in reſpet# of 
Power, then at other times: and then the 
crime of Rebellion was mutually charged 
by either party on the other, with confidence 
' enough on both ſides, although without any 
200d reaſon on the one, Impoſſible it wat- 
chat both ſhoald be in the right, and there- 
fore I thought it wery neceſſary , that it 
ſhould be made appear , which was in the. 
wrong, 1 do not mean unto my ſelf, who 
m4 alwayes ſufficiently ſatisfied 1 that 
0 ER. particular: 


The Preface. 


particular : but unto others, by whom it 
was either denyed or doubted of, To this 
pwrpoſe the beſt expedient 1 made account 
would be a Treatiſe tending to diſcover 
the true uſe of the Name, by the Nature 
of Rebellion, regether with the properties 
and pratices of Rebels, ſo far forth only, 
4s they are obſervable ix holy Scripture, 
without any inference at all thereupon, or 
application thereof, with reſpett unto par- 
ticulars. Otherwiſe I did fear, that pre- 
judice azd partiality, which all men are 
roo prone unto, would be apt 10 render 
_ the work ineffectual to them, who had 
greateſt need to make good wſe of it : 
Selt-intercſt commonly making men very 
unwilling to Iook upon any thing 4s 
truth , which they perceive before-hand 
intended to be a means of diſcovering their 
own, either errours 6r enormities, Though 
Ahab confeſſed unto Jchoſbaphat , that 
Micaiah the ſon of Imlah was one, by 
whom they might enquire of the Lord, 
Jet he was not aſhamed 10 ſay, 1 hate 
him , for he doth not prophefie good 
concerning me, but evill, 1 King. 22. 
8. And it ſeemeth $t, Paul had expe- 
rience 


EST > En, ” 


The Preface. 
rience' of the like dealing amongſt the 
Galatians, whes he ſaid, Aml there- 
fore become your enemy, becauſe I 
tell you-the truth > Gal. 4, 16, Our 
Saviour himſelf gives the reaſon of it, 
Foh. 3. 20, For every one that doth 
evill, haterh the light , neither cometh 
to the light, left his deeds ſhould be 
reproved, T remember that our Saviour , 
when he ſent forth his Apoſtles as 
Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, requz- 
red of them Serpentine wiſdom , 4s well 
as Dovelike harmeleſneſs, Matth, 10. 
16. And that St, Paul ſaid of himſelf 
te the Corinthians, Being crafty, L 
caught you with guile, 2 Cor. 12.16. 
I thought it might be a queſtion, Whether 
David would ſo ſoon have confeſſed of 
himſelf, T bave ſinned againſt the Lord > 
2 Sam, 12. 13, if Nathan had not 
firſt wrought upon him by a Parable, 
and brouzht him to condemn himſelf un- 
awares , when he thought he paſſed ſen- 
rence 0w another man. Therefore I 
haped it might be a good advantage 10 
the cauſe for which I was ingazed, if 


T cuuld get my propoſition intertained, 
before 


The Preface. 
. before I gave any occaſion 10.them that 
were moſt concerned, to ſuſpetF what I in- 
tended to aſſume upon it: | 
Theſe Conſiderations led me on ts 
the writing of this Treatiſe , .and. to do 
it: in this manner ;. with a' re{olution to 
forbear , as much as 1 could, all cx- 
aſperatimg phraſes, and terms of pro- 
vocation : which are apter to alienate 
the affe&ions of men , then to refifie 
their underſtandings. When 1 had done, 
IT ſent a Copy of tt unto London, to 
try whether yr man would adventure to 
publiſh is : but ir retarned unto me , 
45 Noahs Dove did into the Ark, when 
ſhe found no reſt for the ſole of her 
foot, becauſe the Waters were on 
the face of the whole earth , Genel. 
8. 9. Then 1 drew out another Copy , 
and let them both paſſe abroad thorow 
many private hands , in hope they might 
do ſome good that way. One of them 
at laſt being coxe into the hands of one 
who * now reſolved to put it to the 
Preſſe, 1 have thought tt not amiſs , 
by way of Preface , to premiſe thus 
much 


han We 
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much, and to intreat you, Chriſtian 
Readers , that if you finde ' 1 chave in 
roſecution of the - paſſages which - lay 
b fore me , inſerted ſuch interpretations 
of ſome places of Scripture , 4s- are yot 
uſual; yow will not interpret #t pre- 
ſumption i» me, ſince 1 only propengy 
them but as probable, and leave the 
further conſideration of them unto others 
of better abilities, + 
And whereas , The new Phanatique » 
is placed in the top of every other page, 
«s running parallel to The Right Rebel, 
it was not done by my direQion , but 
had I known its being fo intended 1# 
time , I ſhould have endeavoured to pre- 
vent 7t: becauſe I conceive that name 
too narrow. #0 be uſed 4s equivalent #0 
the Right Rebel. Which 7 would have 
to be underſtood as comprehending all 
both old and new Phanatiques, yes «lt 
Schiſmatical Series, and Sedirious Se- 
pararilts of what ſort ſoever , who are 
not, as they ought to be, both Loyal 
Subjects f the Crown , and obedient 
Sons of the Church of England. For 
1 intended this Treatiſe ſhould be as 4 


perpetual 
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perpetual 
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perpetual Almanack , or univerſal Pro- 
gnoſtication , calculated for all Meridians 
of Rebellion, where and whenſoever , 23 1 
purpoſe t1 manifeſt more fully hereafter in 
# Poſtſcript annexed, 


The Stationer to the Reader. 


He abſence of the Author, and 

his incovenient diſtance from 
London, hath occaſioned ſome leſſer 
eſcapes in this T reatile : The Statis 
oner thinks it the beſt inftance of 
pardon, if the elcapes be not laid 
on the: Author, and he hopes they 
are no greater then an ordinary un- 
derſtanding may amend, and a 
licele Charity may torguve. 


R. Royſton. 
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SRKCT. L 


The end and uſe of Names. God care= 
* ful that things ſhould not be miſcal- 
led. 4n Introduttion to the enſuing 


diſcourſe. 


<< 


Y He Proper. end of names is to 

diſcover. the nature of. rhixes, 
&& and the.right ;uſe*of them- ro, 

| diſtinguiſh- things thar: differ, 
A matter many times of much inipoxtance 2 
for miſapplication.of. Names gives occa- 
ſion to a miſunderſtanding o the things 
themſelves, to which thoſe Names are 
miſapplyed: and the errors, into 'which 

SS 


# 
\ 


2 ThenewPhanatique, or, 
the minds of men are ſo miſled, too often 
carryontheir affe&ions and aftions unto 
groſle enormities. So vices diſguiſed in 
the names of virtues get admittance many 
times and kind entertainment, whileſt vir- 
tues branded with the names of vices are 
hardly handled and ſhut out of doors : 
eſpecially if a partial affetation of, or a 
14" opinion againſt the perſons , 

y whom ſuch vices or virtues are praQti- 
ſed, concur. And ſuch goa» and pre- 
judice ſometimes take poſleflion of the 
minds of men before they are aware, 
being ſecretly conveyed into them by the 
ordinary uſe of Names acceptable or” 
odious, admitted without taking time and 
care to conlider whether they be wrong 
or rightly applyed. In which reſpect 
God 15not only careful of his own name 
that he may not be miſcalled , as Joſh. 2. 
I6, Thou ſhalt call me I{hi, and ſhalt call 
me no more Baali : nor his name given 
unto others, as Ifa. 42. $. 7 am the Lord, 
that is my name , and my glory will 1 
20s give to another, neither my praiſe to' 
graven images: but of his peoples alfo, 
Ila, 62, 2, Thou ſhalt be called by a new 
name, 
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name, which the mouth of the Lord ſhall 
name : and verſ, 4. Thew ſhalt no more 
be termed Forſaken, neither ſhall thy land 
any more be termed Deſolate : bat thou 
ſhalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land 
Beulah. Ifa. 65. 16. Te ſhall leave yonr 
name for a curſe unto my choſen : for the 
Lord ſhall ſlay thee, and call his ſervants 
by another name, Yea, his care in this 
kinde extends it felf ſometimes to par- 
ticular perſons, in giving them peculiar 
and proper names , 4s to Abraham he 
ſaith, Gen. 17. 5. Neither ſhall thy name 
any more be called Abram, but thy name 
ſhall be Abraham : and of Sarat he ſaith, 
ver, 15. As for Sarai thy wife thou ſhalt 
not call ber name Sarai, but Sarah ſhall her 
name be. And nor for proper names only, 
bur appellative alſo , God himſelf takes 
order by his Propher 7Ja#ah that they ſhall 
not ' be miſplaced ; Iſa. 63. 5. The wile 
perſon ſhall be no more called liberal , nor 
the churle (aid to be bountiful : yea he 
—Ppronounceth a wo by the ſame Propher 
againſt them that praiſe ſuch confuſt- 
on of language, Iſa. 5. 19. Wo unto them 
that call evill good, and good evill, that put 
B 2 darkneſs 
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darkneſs for light, andlight for darkneſs, 
that uy oh for ſweet, and ſweet for Fs 
zer, Great need men had therefore -to ke 
careful what they ſay, and by what names 
they ſpeak of one another, leſt they fall 
mf the wo pronounced againſt them , 
that juſtifie the wicked, and take away the 
righteouſneſs of the righteous from him, 
Ia. 5.22. 

To inſtance one particular only. The 
name of a Rebel is juſtly ſo odious, that, 
I will not ſay, no good Chriſtian, no 
truly Religious, but no good moral civil 
honeſt mancan hear it without an inward 
diſlike and dereſtation of thoſe perſons 
and their praiſes, ro whom that name 
. of right belongs, and by which they have 
deſgrved to be named ſo, Burt ſhould we 
unadviſedly and raſhly paſſe cenſure upon 
all for ſuch, and proſecute them accor- 
dingly, concerning whom that name is 
uſed, and but confeſs (as' in reaſon we 
| mult, if we do ſo our felves) that others 
alſo may do ſo, we may peradventure 
not only be in danger to offend againſt 
the generation of Gods children, which the 
Plalmiſt was afraid of, Plal, 73. 15. bur 

likewiſe 


The right Rebel. 5 


likewiſe have that fulfilled in our ſelves, 
which was foretold of 1/hmael,Gen. 16.12. 
He will be a wilde man : his hand will be a- 
g4inſt every man, and every mans hand a- 
24inſt him, For, as the courſe of things is 
—__ now a dayes,the crime of Rebellion 
can hardly be charged upon any particular 
perſon,who wil not be ready both to juſti- 
fie himſelf,and accuſe his accuſer as faulty 
in that which he findeth fault with. So 
concerning the evil of Rebellion there will 
no doubt be made by any, but the queſti- 
on is only, who are Rebels ? To which an 
indifferent anſwer i» hypothefi, as with 
relation to particular perſons, is hardly 
to be expected from - that are intere- 
ſed on any fide, unleſs they could firſt 7 
theſs agree on ſome ſuch certain marks to 
try a Rebel by,that upon whomſoever they 
were found , he muſt of neceſfity confeſs 
himſelfſuch.Bur that peradventure is alike 
improbable, if not impoſſible. Yer this I 
hope there is none will deny : whom God 
cals a Rebel, he is one indeed, He, to 
whom the name and nature of Rebellion, 
the properties and practiſes of Rebels, 
obſervable in holy Scriprure may truly 


| _ - 008 be 
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be applyed, muſt cither take upon him 
to corre& Gods Word, or elſe confeſs 
himſelf a Rebel. To lend ſome lighe then 
unto this diſcovery, it will notbe- amiſs 
to reduce unto their {ſeveral heads thoſe 
chings which may. be found obferva- 
ble in holy Scripture concerning theſe 
particulars : and firſt of the name Re- 
bellion. 


— 
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Srer. IL 


Rebels, Rebellious , Rebellion, to 
Rebel, words borrowed from the 
Latine Rebellare. Pour Hebrew 
Words in the Old Teſtament fo 
rendred in our Engliſh Tranſla- 


£101. 


RE Rebellious, Rebellion, to Rebel, 
| are words all borrowed: from the 
Latine Rebellare : which properly fig- 
nifies bellum redintegrareto raiſeup War 
again after it hath been once laid down 
or {uppreſt : as they do, qui aliquazdo 


victs, 


R The right Rebel, - 
wvictt, & in deditionem recepti, in fide 
quam principi aut Reipub, obligarund 
#03 permanent : who having formerly 
been overcome , or {ſubmitted them- 
ſelves, revolt and fall away from that 
fidelity wherein they ſtood obliged to 
their Prince or Countrey : the prepo= 
ſition re being by an Apocope drawn out 
of the Adverb retro, back again : as Cale- 
pine obſerves. 

They are often uſed by our Engliſh 
Tranflators of the Bible inthe Old Teſta- 
ment, but never in the New, although 
the Greek word dmranz, At, 21, 21, 
and 2 Theſl. 2. 3. Engliſhed forſaking 
and falling away import as much, 

The words in the Hebrew ſo rendred 
in our Engliſh are originally four, 

The firſt is ww Gen. 4. 4. Twelve 
years they ſerved Chedorlaomer , and in 
the thirteenth year they rebelled, So Numb. 
I4. 9. and in other places. 

The ſecond is, 12 Pſal. 5. 10. They 
have rebelled againſt thee. Numb, 17. 10. 
To be kept for a token againſt the rebels, 
ME-"22? the ſons of” Rebellion, So Numb. 
20, Io, and 1n other places, 
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 Thethird is yeh 1 King. 12. 19, $9 
Iſrael rebelled againſt the houſe of David. 
So 2 King. 1,1. & 3. 5, 7, 2 Chr. 10.19. 
[Job 34. 37. Iſa, 1, 2. 
\- The fourth is, wv or © Iſa. r. 23. 
Thy Princes are rebellious. So Pſal. 68.18. 
Iſa. 30. 1, & 65. 2. Ho. 7.14. 
' Oftheſe the firſt, which is "2, pro- 
perly ſignificth to forſake or fall away 
from them, to whom before men cither 
did, or at leaſt pretended to adhere. In 
another acceptation it ſignifieth to be 
miſerable, and to wander up and down, 
as thoſe that are caft out and baniſhed for 
their rebellion. Lam. 1.7. 1» the dayes 
of her affliction and her miſeries.I{a. 58.7, 
The poor that are caſt out, Schindler ob- 
ſerves that Nimrod had his name from 
hence, qui fuit rebellis, & mundum red- 
didit rebetlem, as being both rebellious 
himſelf, and the ring-leader of rebellion 
to the reſt of the world, Or, as Buxtor- 
hath it, 2uod omnes rebellantes imperi- 
ofe & tyrannict ſibi ſubjecerit. Ipſe enim 
primus capit eſſe potens, id eſt, imperioſus 
mn terra, Gen. 10. 8, Cum Noachns cum 
fois pl habuerit anthoritatss , qnam po- 
| |  xentia; 


The right Rebel. 9 
rentia, eumgq; ſponte magis venerarentur, 
. xp imperio coatti meruerent, Becauſe 

e imperiouſly and tyrannically brought 
in ſubjetion to himſelf all thoſe that 
rebelled, or obſtinately oppoſed them- 
ſelves: for he was the ff} thar began to 
be powerful, that is, imperious 1n the 
earth : when as Noah with his had more 
authority then power, and they rather re- 
verenced him of their own accord, then 
feared him, as being conſtrained by com- 
mand to do ir, He likewiſe obſerves that 
the Rabbins call che Devill mo, qui 4 
Deo defecit, who fell away or revolted 
from God; and a wilde Afſe, which is 
rebellis & intraftabils, ſtubborn and un- 
tractable, RENID, 

The ſecond, which is nwn, properly 
ſinifies to alter, or change ſomething , 
which was or ſhould have been other- 
wiſe before. 1» Hiphil, as Buxtorfius 
obſerves, it ſignifies irritare, to provoke 
or ſtir up z and in the Syriack,as Schindler 
obſerves, to imitate, 

The third , which is yzB, properly 
ſignifies to diſobey the will and command 
of another,contumaciouſly or out of pride 
to 
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to tranſgreſs a Covenant made, In N;-. 
phal, as Buxterfius obſerves, it ſignifies 
to be offended or provoked to anger, as 
Prov. 18. 19. A brother offended : and is 
ſometimes uſed in a larger ſenſe for any 
treſpaſſe, wherein one man deals un- 
faithfully with another , as Exod. 22, 9. 
For all manner of + 4p 

The fourth, which is wo , properly 
ſignifies toturn aſide, or to depart from, 
as Gen. 49. 10, The ſcepter ſhall not de- 
part from Fudah, Exod. 32.8. They have 
turned aſide quickly out of” the way which 1 
commanded them, Jer. 2, 21, The dege- 
nerate plants of a ſtrange vine ;, A vera 
wvitis natura recedentes, ſaith Buxtorfius, 
varying from the true nature of the 
Vine. 

Other words beſides theſe are uſed by 
the holy Ghoſt in Scripture to the ſame 
purpoſe : Burt I mention them not be- 
cauſe by our Engliſh Tranſlators they are 
not rendered in theſe terms, And theſe 
may ſuffice to let us ſee how we are to 
underſtand the word Rebellion, according 
to-the uſc thereof in Scripture, 


SECT. 
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SEcrT. II. 
Rebellion in Scripture uſed ſome- 


times in a larger , ſometimes in a 


ſtrifier ſenſe. What Rebellion #. 


Ebellion then in Scripture is uſed 
ſometimes in a larger, ſometimes 
in a ſtricter ſenſe. In a larger ſenfe all diſ- 
obedience is Rebellion : yea all negleR of 
duty , and the doing of any thing thar 
ought not tobe done. So God tels Moſes 
and Aaron, that they rebelled againſt his 


word at the water of Meribah. Numb. 20, 
24. becauſe they believed him not Ape 


fie him in the eyes of the children of I(yael, 
verſe 12.Joſh.1, 18. Whoſoever he be that 


doth rebel againſt thy commandement, and 
will not hearken unto thy commandement 
in all that thou commandeſt him, he ſhall 
be putto death. In which ſenſe to diſobey, 
or to-tranſgreſs, and to rebel, are inter- 
changeably added as Synonymal rerms to 

| | One 
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one another, Nehem. 9. 26. They were 
diſobedient and rebelled againſt thee. 
Lam, 3. 42. We have tranſgreſſed and 
have rebelled. Ezek. 20. 13. The houſe of 
Iſrael rebelled againſt me in the wilder- 
neſs : they walked not in wy ſtatutes. 
Ver. 21, The children rebelled againſt me : 
they walked not in my, ſkatutes , neither 
kept my judgements to do them. Dan. 
9.5. We have ſinned and have committed 
iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have . 
rebelled, even by departing from thy pre- 
cepts, and from thy judgements, Ver.g,10. 
To the Lord our God belong merci's and for- 
giveneſſes, though we have rebelled againſt 
him. Neither have we obeyed the woice of 
the Lord our God to walk in the laws which 
he ſet before us by his ſervants the Pro- 
bets. 

In a ſtricter ſenſe not all diſobedience 
abſolutely, bur that which is accompanied 
with ſtubbornneſs, perverſeneſs, obſtina- 
cy, contempt or contumacy is Rebellion, 
Deut, 1. 43. You would not hear, but re- 
belled azainſt the commandement of the 
Lord, and went preſumptuouſly up into the 
_ bill, Deut, 21, 18, J1f aman haves ot 

orn 
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born and rebellious ſon. Ver.20, This our 
ſon i ſtubborn and rebellious. Deut.31.27, 
1 know thy rebellion and thy fliff neck. 
1 Sam, 15.24. Rebellion is as the ſin of 
wichcraft, and ſtubbornneſs s as iniquity 
and Idolatry. 1 Sam. 20. 30. Thou [on of 
the Froneres”, rebellious woman, Plal.107. 
II, They rebelled againſt the word of the 
Lord , and contemned the counſel of the 
moſt High, Inthis ſenſe Rebellion is fin, 
and ſomething elſe beſide. Job 34. 37. 
He addeth rebellion unto his fin. To re- 
bel in this ſenſe is notonly to turn away, 
but likewiſe to refuſe to return. Ifa. 1. 
20, Ifye refuſe andrebel, Jer. 5. 3. They 
have refnſed to receive correftion : they 
have made their faces harder then a rock, 
they have refuſed to return, It 15 not A 
negle&ing only, bur a rejeCting alſo of 
the Word of the Lord. 1 Sam, 15. 23. 
Becauſe thou haſt rejefed the Word of the 
Lord, he hath alſo rejefted thee from being 
King. It isa labouring by multitude and 
power to withſtand and overtop Autho- 
rity, by violence and force of arms to 
maintain and uphold themſelves and 0- 
thers in their diſobedience, and ſo » 
cx 
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ſet inferiouts free from that ſubjeQion 
which they owe unto, or is challenged by, 
their ſuperiours : whether they be ſuch 
de fatto only, or de. jure only, or de 
fatto and de jure both, De fatto only, as 
2 King. 18.7, 20, de jure only, as 1 King. 
t2, 19, 2 Chr, 13. 6. de facto and ae 
Jare both,. as Numb, 17. 30. 2 Chr, 36. 
I3. er. 52.3. 

| But, whether uſed in. a ſtrifter. or a 
—_— ſenſe, the wotd Rebellion, and the 
reft of the ſame fignification, ſeem not 
applicable unto any, but as they Rtand.in 
relation of inferiority unto others as:ſfu- 
periors, either in reſpe& of Authority, or 
Power, or both, either actually ſuch, or 
in pretenſe at leaſt. And, becauſe there 
is alwayes oppoſition in it of one unto 
another, therefore it js uſual with the ho- 
ly Ghoſt in Scripture, when he ſpeaks of 
Rebellion, to deſign the obje&?, unto which 
the ation is directed, led in by the prepoſt- 
tion againſt,as Jer.28.16, Thou haſt taught 
rebellion againſt the Lord, Lam.. 1. 18. 
1 have rebelled azainſt his commanadement. 
2 King. 1. 1. Moab rebelled azainft Iſrael. 
Ando Rebellion in general will ſignifie 
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any oppoſition of an inferiour unto his 
ſuperiour contrary to that duty of ſub- 
jeion, wherein he ſtands obliged unto 
him, or which is required of him : more 
particularly that which is accompanied 
with obſtinate , perverſe and ftubborn 
contumacy or contempt : eſpecially that 
which is openly avowed, and purpoſely 
maintained by violence and force of 
Armes, 


SECT. IV. 


Rebellion diverſſy diſtinguiſhed in re- 
ſpe&+ of the ſubject, 


\He name Rebellion being thus ex- 
plained, for the better underſtan- 

ding of the thing it ſelf, we muſt conſider 
that Rebellion may be divers wayes di- 
ſtingniſhed. As in refpe@ of the ſubjet? : 
ſo firſt, Rebellion is either of one, or of 
more, and thoſe either tew or many, Of 
one, as Deut, 21. 18, 20, If a man have 
4 ſtubborn and rebellious ſon, This our ſon 
z& ſtubborn and rebelliow. Joſh, 1, - $. 
Who= 


« 
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Whoſoever he be that doth rebel againſt thy 
commandement, 2 King. 3. 5,7. The Kin 
of Moab rebelled. Jer, 52. 3. Zedckiah 
rebelled again(# the King 4 Babylon. Job 
34. 37. He addeth rebellion to his ſon x; 
ſpeaking of Feb. Of a few, ſo Numb. 
20, 24, Becauſe ye rebelled againſt me : 
ſpeaking in particular ro Moſes and Aaron, 
Of many, as Nutnb, 20, 10. Hear now ye 
rebels, ſpeaking in generall to the whole 
congregation of 1ſrael. Joſh. 22. 18. Te 
rebel te day againſt the Lord : (peaking to 
the children of Reuben, the children of 
Gad, andthe half tribe of Manaſſeh. 
Secondly, Rebellion is either of thoſe 
that are authors and ringlcaders them- 
ſelves, - or of thoſe that are aſſociates and 
followers of others. Of the authors and 
ringleaders themſelves, as 2 Chr, 13, 6. 
Jeroboam the ſo of Nebat the ſervant of 
Solomon the ſon of David # riſen up, and * 
hath rebelled againſt his Lord, Jer. 28.16. 
This year thou ſhalt die, becauſe thow haſt 
taught rebellion againſt the Lord : \pea- 
king to the falſe Prophet Hananiah. fer. 
29. 32, Becauſe he hath taught rebellion 
againſt the Lord : ſpeaking of the lying 
Propher 
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Prophet Shemaizah, Of thoſe that are 
aſſociates and followers of others , as 
Numb. 17. 10, To be kept for a token as 
24inſt the rebels : in the original, the ſons 
of rebellion : ſpeaking of thoſe that had 
been led info rebellion by Korah and his 
companions, who in the former chapter 
had been partly ſwallowed up by the - 
earth, and partly conſumed with fire 
from before the Lord. 1 King. 12, 19, 
Iſrael rebelled againſt the houſe of Nas 
vid : ſpeaking of the ten tribes that fol= 

lowed Fereboarn, | 
Thirdly, Rebell5onis eithet of thoſe that 
of right and induty ought to be. obedient, 
or of thoſe that have formerly through 
fear, or by force been conſtrained to ſub- 
mit themſelves. Of thoſe thar of right 
and of duty ought to be obedient, as Fol. 
22.29. God forbid that we ſhould rebel 4« 
gainſt the Lord, Devur. 11, 18, 20. If a 
man have a ſtubborn and rebellious ſon, 
This our ſon i ſtubborn and rebellion, 
1 Sam.'12.15, If ye will not obey the voice 
of the Lord, but rebel againſt the word of 
the Lord, then ſhall the hand of the Lord 
be againſt you, 2 _ 13. 5, 6, Onght ye 
2. not 
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got to know that the Lord God of Iſrael 

ave the Kingdom over Iſrael to David 
% ever , even i0 him and to hu Sons 
by a Covenant of Salt ? Tet Jeroboam the 
ſon of Nebat , the ſervant. of Solomon 
the ſon of David, s riſen up and hath re- 
belled azainſt his Lord, Of thoſe that have 
"ara. through fear , or by force been 
conſtrained to Fbmit rhemſelves, as Gen. 
14. 4. Twelve years they ſerved Chedor- 
laomer : and in the thirteenth year they re- 
belled. 2 King.1.1, They Moab rebelled 4- 

ainſt Iſrael, 2 Chr. 36. 13. He alſo re- 
Zelled 4ginf King Nebuchadnezzar , 
who had made him ſwear by God, So Exek. 
17. I5, &c. 


___ 
_— S 


SECT. Y. 


Rebellion diverſly diſtinguiſhed in 
reſpe&t of the adjundts. 


= in reſpe& ofthe ſubje#, In the 
F next place Rebelliox may be diverſly 
diſtinguiſhed in regard of the adjunt#s. 
As firſt, Kebellion is either ſudden and 
— gcealional, 
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occaſioual,or purpoſely intended and deli- 
berare. Sadden and occaftonal , as rhat 
of Moſes and Aaron, Numb. 20. 24. Pur- 
poſely intended and deliberate , as that of 
Feroboam and the ten tribes. So Prov; 17. 
it, An evil man ſecketh only rebellion. 
Jer. 5.23. Thu people hath a revolting 
aud rebellious heart, Nehem. 6. 6. It « 
reported amongſt the hecthen, and Gaſhmu 
Jerth it, that thow and the Fews think to 
rebel. 

Secondly, Rebellion is either ſhort, and 
ſoon fuppreſt, repenred of, deſifted from 
and laid afide, or long continned and per- 
ſiſted in, Short and ſoon ſuppreſt, or elſe 
repenited of, difiſted from and laid afide; 
as that of Kerdh and his companions , 
Numb, 16. that of Abſalom, 2 Sam. 15; 
&c. and that of Sheba, rhe ſon of Bickyi, 
2 Sam, 20, Long cominued and perſiſted 
in, as that of Feroboam and the ten tribes, 
2 King, t2, 19, So Deurt. 9. 7, From the, 
day that rhon didſt depart out of the land of 
Es ypt, watil ye came vnto this place; ye 
have been rebellious againſt the Lord, Ver. 
24. Te have been rebellious azaimſt the 
Lord from the day that 1 knew you, | 
Cz Ehitdly, 
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Thirdly , Rebellion is either a ſpecial 
a& of dilobedience in ſome one particu- 
lar only,or a general caſting off of all ſub- 
jetion. A ſpecial at of diſobedience in 
ſome one particular only, as Joſh.22, 16. 
What treſpaſs i this that ye have committed 
againſt the Lord God of Iſrael, to turn 4- 
way this day from following the Lord, in 
that you have builded you an altar, that ye 
might rebel this day againſt the Lord? A 
general caſting off of all ſubje&ion , as 
2 King. 18.7. He rebelled againſt the King 
of Aſlyria, and ſerved him not: ſpeaking 
of Hezekiah, 
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Rebellion diverſly diſtinguiſhed in 


reſpeft of the objet. 


Hus in reſpe& of the adjuniZs, In 
the third place, Rebell;on may be di- 
Kinguiſhed in regard of the objetF,So Re- 
bellion is ether immediately againſt God 
or againſt Man,or mediately againſt God 
in Man, Immediately againſt God _ 


b 

. 

: 

: 
*3 
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his will revealed in his Word is not obey- 
ed, as Ezck.20,18, The houſe of Iſrael re- 
belled againſt me in the wilderneſs : they 
walked not in my ſtatutes, and they deſpiſed 
my judgements, Ver. 21. The children re- 
belled againſt me : they walked not in my 


ſtatutes, neither kept my judgements todo 


them, Hol, 13. 16, Samaria ſhall become 
deſolate, for ſhe hath rebelled againſt her 
God. 

Immediately againſt Man three 
wayes: 

Firſt, when his commandements are 
diſobeyed, as 1 Sam. 20. 30. Saul cals 
Fonathan a ſon of perverſe rebellion, be- 
cauſe he would not at his command ſend 
and ferch David unto him that he might 
ſlay him. 

Secondly, when his authority is con- 
temned and deſpiſed. 2 King. 18. 7. Of 
Hezekiah it is ſaid, he rebelled againſt the 
Kirg of Aſlyria, and ſerved him not - 


namely, in that he would not accept of, 


and acknowledge him for his ſuperiour 
King. 
Thirdly, when his power is reſiſted, 


or preparation made to that purpoſe thar 


3 ic 
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ic may be. So 2 King. 17. 4. of Hoſheah 
ies ſaid, tha the Ling of Aſſ hap 
conſpiracy in him ;, andthe reaſon is ren- 
dred , for he had ſent meſſengers to So 
King of Egypt, &c. 2s afterward. Ezek. 
17. 15. it 15 ſaid, He rebelled agninft him 
in ſending his Embaſſadors tnto Egypt , 
that they might give hymns horſes and much 
people —__—_ Zedekiahs prepara- 
tion to ſtrengthen himſelf againſt rhe 
King of B«bylows. And that which: our | 
Engliſh there renders conſpiracy Yop, 
Schindler obſerves tobe rendred by the 
Chaldee Paraphraft in other places rebelli- 
Os, 45 2 Sam, 15, 12, andIfa. 8. 12, So 
that of 2 King. 9, 14. Jehu conſpired 4- 
gainft Joram, by him is rendred rebellis 
fait, 0 
 Mediately againſt God in Man three 
WAayCs : 

Firſt, when men in authority requiring 
obedienceto the commands of God are 
diſobeyed : as Joſh, 22, 19. Rebel not 
againſt the Lord, ver rebel againſt ws, in 
building yon an altar, beſide the altar of 
the Lord our God, = Y 

Sccondly,when inferiours will not yield 
| ſubnuſſion 
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ſubmiſſion unto the authority and obedi- 
ence unto the commands of thoſe whom 
God hath placed over them as their ſupe- 
riors : as 2 Chr, 13; 8. And zow ye think 
to withſtand the kingdom of the Lord in 
the hand of the ſons of David. 

Thirdly, when men of themſelves take 
upon them to put Authority and Power 
into the hands of others without warrant 
from God : as Nehem, 9. 17. They ref#- 
ſed to obey, neither were mindful of the 
wonders that thou didſt amongſt them : 
but hardened their necks, and in their 
rebellion appointed 4 captain to return 10 
their bondaze. So that may be Rebellion 
againſt God, which is not Rebellion againſt 
man : becauſe men in authority do not 
alwayes, as they ſhould do, command 
obedience unto Gods commands, And 
that may be rebellion againſt Man, which 
is not rebellion againſt God : becauſe men 
many times uſurp authority over thoſe 
that they ought not, whom God hath nor 
commanded to be ſubje& and ſubmir 
themſelves unto them : or having autho- 
rity employ it in commanding ſuch things 
as are not agreeable, but contrary, to the 
C4 revealed 
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revealed will of God. And that which 
is Rebellion againſt Men may be Rebelli- 
on againſt God alſo; becauſe thoſe that 
are in authority do ſometimes command 
thoſe things which God commands : and 
God doth alwayes require of inferiours 
obedience unto-the commands of their 
ſuperiours, in all things that are not for- 
bidden by himſelf, either expreſly or by 
conſequence. Rom. 13. 1, &c. Tit. 3.1, 
I Pet. 2, 132 Oc, 


DD ———— 


SEcrT. VIL 


Rebellion ſo called either lawful, or 
wnlawful, 


Y this it appears that Rebellion ( fo 

called) may be either lawful or un- 
lawful, Lawful, when it is neither di- 
rectly nor indirely, neither immediately 
nor mediately forbidden by God. Such 1 
make account was-the Rebellion of Heze- 
&1ah againft the King of Aſſria, 2 King. 
IS, 7, For the King of 4ſſyris having no 
lawfyl authority over Hezekiab, bur only 


by 
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by power uſurping upon him, there was 
Kc ranks X Cod, by which Heze- 
kiah was either dire&ly or indiredtly , 
Immediately or mediately, obliged an 
Jonger to be ſubje& and ſubmir himſelf 
unto the King of Aſſyria, when he had 
means and opportunity to free himſelf 
from ſuch ſubjeion. And ſuch was the 
Rebellion (if it may be ſo called ) of Sha- 
drach, Meſhach and Abednego, Dan. 3. 
when, as the phraſe is, ver. 28. They 
changed the Kings word, when they pur- 
ſely. and profefledly diſobeyed the 
ings decree, whereby they were com- 
manded to fall down and worſhip the 
olden Image, which he had ſetup, And 
uch was the Rebellion (if -it may be ſo 
called) of Daniel, when (though he 
knew that King Darivs had ſigned the 
writing and decree , which all the preſi- 
dents of the Kingdom, the Gavernours 
andthe Princes, the Counſellours and the 
Captains, had conſulted together to eſta- 
bliſh as a Royal Statute , that whoſoever 
ſhould ack a petition of any God or Man 
for 30 dayes, ſave of the King, ſhould be 
Faſt into the den of Lyons) yer he went 
inig 
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into his heufe, and his windows being open 
in his chamber towards Jeruſalem, he 
kneeled wpon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed and gave thanks before his God, 
41 he did afore time, Dan. 6, 7, Fc, Ifa 
(if itmay be ſo called) for though in ct- 
fe&tthoſe mencall it ſo, when ver. 13. 
they fay, That Daniel, which i of the cap- 
tivity of the children of Judah, regardeth 
not thee, 9 King, nor the decree that thou 
haft ſigned (as certain Caldeans had for- 
merly ſaid of shadrach, Meſhach and 
Abeadvegoto King Nebuchadnezzay, Dan. 
3.12, Theſe men , 0 King, kave not re- 

garded thee) yer Daniel ſtands upon his 
juſtification, and pleads his own inno- 
cency , notonly before God, but alfo be- 
fore the King, Dan. 6, 22. And boththe 
dealing of Darizs thereupon towards 

Daniel, and of Nebuchadnezzar towards 
Shagrach, Mefhach, and Abednego, ſhew 
plainly how well they were ſatisfied that 

thoſe accuſations were no other but un- 

deſcrved calumnjes. And though the 
holy Ghoſt, 2 King. 18. 7. ſpeak of He- 
zekiahs nox ſerving the King of Aſſyria in 

the ſamc terms that Rabſhakeb i 1 

oth, 
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doth, ver. 20. ſaying in his Maſters name, 
On whom doſt wa that thou rebell:f# 
againſt me ? Yet we mult not underſtand 
it ſo, as if in Godseſteem that a of He- 
zekiah were indeed Rebellion , but he 
ſpeaks according to the manner of men, 
whoſotnetimes uſe ſuch rerms in ſpeaking 
85 are uſed by orhers, though themſelves 
have another opinion of the things them- 
ſelves concerning which ghey ſpeak, So 
David, upbraided by his wife Michal , 
as though he had ſhamefully uncovered 
himſelf when he danced before the 
Lord, being girded with a linen Ephod, 
ſaith, 7 will yet be more wile then thus , 
2 Sam, 6. 22, Not becauſe he thought 
he was any way vilified thereby indeed, 
but becauſe .Michal deſpiſed him for do- 
ing {o, and therefore he ſeemed vile 
unto _ - T Rap oa the preach- 
Ss of the Goſpel fooliſhneſſe, 1 Cor. 1, 
18, &c, not ara was ſo indeed, 
or thar he himſelf eſteemed fo of ir, bur 
becauſe they that were wiſe men, only 
after the fleſh both termed and reputed 
irſo, Bur when it is either dirc&ly or 
indireQtly , immediately. or mediarely , 

Age forbidden 


\ 28 - Thenew Phanatique, or, 
forbidden by God, Rebelliop is then un- 
lawtul, "31 8. 
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SECT. VII 


Rebellion ſometimes ſo eſteemed by 
men nat only lawfnl , but alſo-ne- 


ceſſary. 
N Ay more it appears that that, which 


ſometimes is eſteemed and termed 
Rebellion by men, may be, and is in truth, 
andin Gods account, not only lawful bur 
neceſſary alſo, and ſo' net Rebellion in- 
deed, but duty. As when the . commands 
of inferiours 1n authority, are diſobeyed 
in obedience unto the lawful commands 
of thoſe that in authority are their ſupe- 
riours. So the Soveraignty of God being 
abſolutely Supreme, as himſelf is the moſt 
high over all, ifmen, though the higheſt 
upon earth, command that. which is for- 
bidden by God, or forbid that which is 
comfnanded by him, it is nor unlawful 
bur neceſſary Rebefion (ib ir may be fo 
called ) roqbey him , though theythere- 


by 
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by be difobeyed. ' For as Peter and the 
other Apoſtles tell the high Pricſt and 
the reſt ofthe Councill, A&. 5.29. We 
ought to obey God rather then men, A thin 

ſo alrogether undeniable, that Peter an 

Fohn are not affraid to appeal unto them- 
ſelyes for it, At. 4. 19, Whether it be 
rieht in the ſight of God 10 hearken unto 
you wore then unto God, judge ye. Thus 
Fonathan did well in diſobeying his fa- 
ther, when he commanded him to ſend 
and ferch David unto him that he mighr 
flay him, 1 Sam. 20. 31. although Saul 
call him a ſon of perverſe rebellion, v. 30. 
becauſe, by obeying his farther in that, 
Fonathan knew he ſhould have diſobeyed 
God, being as he was well aſſured of 
Davids innocency, chap. 19, 4, &c. And 
on the contrary Saul himſelf confeſſerh 
unto Samuel, 1 have ſinned, for I have 
trangreſſed the commandement of the Lord, 
and thy words, becauſe I feared the people 
and nad their voice, 1 Sam. 15, 24. 
Yea, notwithſtanding that SauIdoth plead 
a pretence of Religion for what he had 
| done, ver, 15. and ſeems to confeſs not 
an a& of the people only to that purpoſe, 


bur 
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bur fuch an —_— or power at leaft, 
in them as (if not of righe, yet) for fear 
he was obedient ro , Samwel forbears not 
to terth it Rebellion equial unto Witch- 
craft and 1dolatry, ver. 23. So all hu- 
mane authority upon earth being ofrwo 
kinds, Supreme and Subordinate , and 
there being no ſubordinate Anthoriry 
but that which is derived from the Su- 
preme, if ſubordinate Magiſtrates forbid 
that which is lawfully commanded, of 
command that which is juſtly forbidden 
by the Supreme, to diſobey the Subor- 
dinate in obedience to the Suprenhe, is 
rot only lawful bur neceffary al(o; and fo 
not tobe either called or accoumed Re- 
bellion, unleſs we will ſay thar that may 
be Kebellien, which is fo far from being 
unlawful, that it is to be efteemed truly 
laudable, Remarkable to this purpofe is 
that anſwer of the man that told Jeab 
he ſaw Abſalom hanged in an oake: 
when Foab had ſaid, Why didff thow nor 
frnite hims there 10 the ground, and 1 would 
have given thee ten ſhehels of flver and 
« girdle ? his anſwer is, Though I ſbodld 
have received « thouſand fhckels of plver 
an 
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in my hand, yet would I not p_ my 
rs againſt the Kings ſon : for in our 
hearing the King charged thee and Abi- 
ſhai and Ittai ſaying , Beware that noxe 
touch the young man Abſalom, Otherwiſe 
1 fbould have wrought falſhood againſt 
wine own life : for there is no matterhid . 
from the King, and thon thy ſelf woaldeft 
have ſet thy ſelf againſt me, 2 Sam. 18. 
10, &c. Though Foab be the General of 
Davids Army,yet a common Souldier (as 
it ſcems he was) will not be tempted 
with a great reward to obey him, if he 
command what he knows is forbidden 
by David himſelf, To do ſo would be 
the way to undoall. For if the obſervari- 
on of order be asthe ſoul to the body in 
the exerciſe ofall Authority, and if ſub- 
ordination be eſſential to order, to prefer 
ſubordinate Authority before Supreme is 
in effe@ to pur the whole courſe of nature 


out of frame, and open an entrance unta 
all confuſion, Tr” 


SECT. 


3} Theney Phanatique; or, 


SECT. IX. 


Divers degrees of evill in Rebellion. 
Rebellion againſt God a greater 
evil then Rebellion againſt Men. 
Some rebellion agaiuſt God Worſe 
then other. 


KB it appears that thete thay be 
divers degrees of evill in Rebellioz, 
varyed according to the nature and num- 
ber of the ſeveral circumſtatices. As 
firſt, Rebellion againſt Ged is a greatet 
evill then Rebellion againſt men, Fot 
fin is ſimply, abſolutely, eſſentially evil : 
and if all fin be not Rebellion againſt 
God ( as ina larger acceptation of'the 
word it is ) yet all Rebellion againſt God 
15 {in, yea ſin exceeding ſinful; as the A- 
{tle ſpeaks, Rom. 7. 13. If it be Re- 
ellion in the ſtriter ſenſe, or Rebellion 
added unto ſin, as the phraſe is, Job 34. 
37. This difference is well obſerved by 
Eli, 1 Sam, 2,25, If one man ſin againſt 
 fBby anozher 3 | 
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another, the judge ſhall judge him : but 
if a man ſin againſt the Lord, who ſhall 
intreat for him ? And therefore it muſt 
ſtill be underſtood as an empharical ex+ 
preſſion, uſed of purpoſe to aggravate his 
peoples guilrinets , and juſtific the ſeve- 
rity of his judgements againſt them, when 
God by his Prophets rels them thar they 
had rebelled againſt him: as Hol. 13.16. 
Samaria # become deſolate , for ſhe hath 
rebelled againſt her God, Eck. 20, 21, 
The children rebelled againſt me + and in 
divers ofher places. Whenee David 
ſpeaking of himſelf unto God faith, 4- 
gainſs thee, thee only, have 1 ſinned, and 
done this evill in thy ſight : that thon 
mighteſt be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, 
and be clear when thou judgeſt , Plal, 

I, 4. 
. And as Rebellios againſt God is a 
orcater evil then Rebefion againlt Men : 
ſo likewiſe ſome kinds of RebeXion againſt 
God are worſe then others. As the Re- 
bellion of thoſe that ſtand nearer in rela- 
tion unto him by ſpecial Covenant then 
others do: ſo lia. x. 2. 1 have nouriſhed 


and brought up children , and they have 
| D rebelled 
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rebelled againſt me : enough to engave 
both the pe and the ade to _— 
ken, yea to be aſtoniſhed , horribly 
affraid , and very deſolate, Jer, 2. 12, 
The Rebellion of thoſe that are eminent 
in place of Authority above others : ſo 
Iſa. 1. 23. Thy Princes are rebellions, 
The Rebellion of thoſe that teach others 
to rebel : ſo Jer. 28, 16. Jer. 29. 32, 
Rebellion long continued and perſiſted in : 
ſo Deut. 9. 7. Deut. 31. 27. Purpoſe- 
ly intended, plotted as it were, and 
ſtudyed Rebelliop : fo Prov, 17. 11. Re- 
bellion praiſed by many together : ſo 
Iſa, 30, 9. This is a rebellious people, 
Ezek. 2, 3. 1 ſend thee to the children 
of Iſracl, ts a rebelliow Nation, Ezck. 
20. 13. The houſe of I(racl rebelled againſt 
me in the wilderneſs: and in ſundry other 
places, 
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SECT 3 


Fyil greateſt in that Rebellion a- 
oainſt Men wherein God himſelf is 


mot nearly concerned. 


' A Nd as Rebellion againſt God is 4 

greater evil then Rebellion againſt 
Men : fo the evil is greateſt in that Re- 
bellion againſt Men, wherein God him- 
ſelfis moi? nearly concerned, And God 
is moſt nearly concerned in Rebellion a- 
gainſt Men, when either the Men rebel- 
led againſt are higheſt in. Authority next 
tinder God, or when that wherein they 
are diſobeyed doth make moſt diredtly 
to promote his honour , or when thoſe 
that rebel againft them have formerly 
bound themſelves to obedience by the 
ſacred obligation of a ſolemn Oath and 
Covenant : for in all theſe caſes Rebell:- 
on reacheth in a ſpecial manner unto 
God himſelf, though mediately thrcu;#1 
men, 


D 4 Thus 
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Thus for the firſt, when Feroboam and 
the ten tribes had rebelled againſt Rehobo- 
am, Abijah tels them, Te think to with- 
ſtand the Kingdom of the Lord in 1h: hands 
of the ſons of David. 0 children of Iſrael, 
fight ye not againſt the Lord God of your 
Fathers, for ye ſhall not proſper, 2 Chr. 
+ i Ay + 
: "Fo, the ſecond, when the whole Con- 

gregation of the children of 1ſrael, upon 
a ſuſpicion that the children of Rewbez , 
the children of Gad, and the half tribe of 
Manaſſeh, at their return'into'3ghe Coun- * 
trey of Gilead, had built an altar that they 
might rebel againſt the Lord, Joſh. 22. 
16, hid charged them, ſaying, Rebel not 
againſt the Lord, nor rebel againſt us, in 
building you an altar beſide the altar of 
the Lord our God, ver. 9. — they 
make their apologie unto the heads of the 
thouſands of 1ſrael, yet their appeal and 
ſubmiſſion is principally unto God him- 
ſelf, as to him that was moſt of all inte- 
reſted in the buſineſs, ver. 22, 23. The 
Lord God of gods, the Lord God of gods, he 
knoweth, and Iſrael he ſhall know, if it be 
in rebellion or in tranſereſiion azaixſt the 
p RK Lord 
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Lord (ſave us not this day) That we have 
built us an altar to turn from following the 
Lord, or if to offer thereon burnt-offering, 
or if to offer peace-offerings thereon, let 
the Lord bimelf require it. 

For the third, when Shimes had diſo- 
beyed Solomons command by going from 
Feruſalem to Gath, Solomon to make his: 
guiltineſs appear the greater urgerh his 
own Oath againſt him, Did 7 por make 
thee to ſwear by the Lord ? why then haſt 
thou not kept the Oath of the Lord, and the 
commandement that I have charged thee 
with? 1 King. 2.42, 43. And the holy 
Ghoſt to aggravate the guilt of Zedekiahs 
rebellion ſaich, He rebelled againſt Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who had made him ſwear by 
God, 2 Chr, 36, 13, which God taking 
as a wrong done to himſelf ſaith, As 4 
live, ſurely mine Oath that he hath deſpi- 
ſed, and my Covenant that hath broken, 
even it will 1 recompenſe upon his own 
head. Eck, 17. 19, 
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SRE FT. Xl. 
Evil of Rebellion againſt Men ag- 


gravated by acceſs of the like c <cum- 
ſtances as Rebellion againſt God 
Was. \ 


Gain the evill of Rebellion againſt 
men is aggravated by the accelle of 
the like caieces as the evil of Rebel- 
lion againſt God was. So the Rebellion 
_ ofa Son againſt his Father is worſe then 
the Rebellion of a Scrvant againſt his 
Maſter, by how much the relation be- 
rween them 1s nearer, and more natural ; 
the Rebellion of Sub iedts againſt rheir Su- 
preme, is worſe then their Rebellion a- 
_ their ſubordinate Magiſtrates, by 
ow much the Authority contemned in 
them is more abſolute and independent : 
the Rebellion of thoſe that have or ob- 
liged by benefits is worſe then of thoſe, 
who have been provoked with injuries, 
by how much ingratitude is lefſ@ excuſa- 
blethen indignation : the Rebellion of vols 
that 


S 
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that are {educers of others,and draw them 
into Rebellion with them, is worſe then 
of thoſe thar are only ſeduced by others, 
or rebel themſelves alone without {edu- 
cing others. Thus Abſaloms Rebellion a- 
gainſt David hath theſe as ſo many ſeve- 
ral ingredients to heighten its malignancy, 
2 Sam. 15. 1, &c. David was his Father, 
was the Lords Anointed, had been for- 
merly indulgent, and till continued ten- 
derly affected rowards him : Abſalom nor 

tent with what himſelf could 'do, ſtole 
away the hearts of others, andcalled even 
thoſe that went in their ſimplicity , and 
knew not anything. So the Rebellion of 
a multitude , when many joyn toze- 
ther, and partake in, the ſame perverſe 
and ſtubborn courſe of obſtinate con- 


- temptuous diſobedience, is worſe then 


the Rebellion of one man alone, or 
only of a few, Thus the Rebellion of 
Korah, Dathan and Abiram, Numb. 16. - 
is not juſtified at all, bur made the more 
notorious, by the number of their com- 
panions, firſt 250 Princes of the aſſembly, 
ver. 2, and afterward all the Congre- 
gation, ver, 19, and the ſtrength of Abſa- 

D4 loms 
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loms rebellion is attributed to the mul- 
titude of his aſſociates, 2 Sam, 15. 12, 
The conſpiracy was ſtrong, for the people 
encreaſed continually after Abſalom. So 
Rebellion purpoſely plotted and contrived 
15 worſe then that, which men fall into 
ſuddenly upon occaſion only withour 
- premeditation, Thus the Rebe//ion of Ab- 
ſalom, 2 Sam. 15, was a more ſtudycd and 
rooted Rebellion, and by ſo much worſe 
then that of Sheba , 2 Sam, 20, So Rebel- 
lion lons continued and perſiſted in is 
worle then that, which is either ſuddenly 
ſuppreſt, or quickly repented of, deſiſted 
from and laid aſide, Thus the Rebellion 
of Feroboam and the ten Tribes hath 
this ſpecial brand pur upon it by the ho 
ly Ghoſt, 1 King. 12, 19. So Iſrael 
rebelled againſt the houſe of David nnto 
this day. And it may well be thought 
that when the holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking of 
the ſon and other ſucceſſors of Ferobo- 
am in the Kingdom of Iſrael, ſaith fo 
often , He did evil in the fight of the 
Lord, and walked in the way of [erobo- 
am, and in his ſin, wherewith he made 
Uracl to ſip, he intends the — 
O 
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of their Rebellay, as well as of their 


1dolatry , and peradventure rather that 
then this. 


re —_—_ 


SECT. XII. 


Properties of Rebels. AﬀeSed Tgno- 
rance ſet off with a plauſible pres 
tence of Knowledge. 


BY. to proceed from $. nature of Re- 
bellion to the properties of Rebels, 
Though perhaps we ſhall hardly meer 
with any that are convertible, as alwayes 
agrecing unto all Rebels, and only unto 
them, yer we may obſerve ſome fach as 
commonly they are accompanyed with, 
The firſt that I will take notice of is 
affetted Ignorance (et off with a plauſible 
pretence of Knowledge, Rebels many 
times either are, or at leaſt take upon 
them to be, ignorant-of ſuch things as 
they ought to know, So wicked men 
are compared by Fob to wilde Aſſes, Job 
24.5. They are of thoſe that rebel againſt 
the light, they know not the wayes thereof, 
nor 


— 
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nor abide in the paths thereof, ver. 13. 
The Apoſtle Sr. Fade denouncing wo 4- 
gainſt them that have gone in the way of 
Cain, and ran greedily after the error. of 
Balaam for reward, and periſhed in the 
gainſaying of Core , ver. 11. in the 10, 
ver, deſcribes them to be ſuch as os 
evil of "thoſe things which they know 
mot: but what they know naturally as 
brute beaſts , in thoſe things they cor- 
rupt themſelugg, And St. Peter deſcri- 
bing thoſe tar deſpiſe Government 
and are not affraid to ſpeak evill of dig- 
nities, ſaith, Theſe as natural brute beaſts, 
made to be taken and deſtroyed, ſpeak evil 

tht things they underſtand not , 2 Pet, 
3. 12. Thus Ab4ah expoſtulates the mat- 
ter with Feroboam and all 1ſrael, 2'Chr. 
T3.5, 6. Oucht ye not to know that the 
Lord God of Iracl gave the kingdom over 
Iſrael ro David for ever, even to him and 
his ſons by a covenant of ſalt ? Tet Je- 
roboam the ſon of Nebat the ſervant of 
Solomon the ſon of David, is riſen up and 
hath rebelled againſt his Lord, 

And yer, though they either do not or 


will not ſcem to know that which they 
ought, 
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ought , they are apt to pretend more 
hon oo knowledge and inſight in- 
to matters above other men. Thus 
Dathan and Abiram being ſent for by 
Moſes do not only expreſs their own 
reſolution to the contrary , We will not 
come np : bur, as if they had ſeen ſufh- 
cient reaſon for it, add , 1s it 4 ſmall 
thing that thou haſt brought us "p out of 
a land that floweth with milk and honey , 
zo kill ws in the wilderneſs, except thou 
make thy ſelf altogether a Prince over 
ws ? . Moreover thou haſt not brought us 
into a land —_— with milk and hony, 
or given mus inheritance of fields and vine- 
yards : wilt thou put ont the eyes of theſe 
»en ? Numb, 15, 12, 13, 14. So they 
would have themſelves and their afſo- 
ciares to be thought the only ſeeing 
knowing men in all 7ſrael, and all the 
reſt incompariſon of them, bur blind and 
12norant, 
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SECT. XIII. 


Infinuations with others , 'and a dexs 
terous attivity in drawing Adbe- 
rents. 


— 


Second may be i#nſinuation with 
others, and a dexterous activity in 
drawing Adherents. Rebels forthe moſt 
part are like bryers ( the ſame word 
EIN, Ezck. 2. 6. as Schindler ob- 
ſerves doth fignifie both) they are apr ro 
lay hold upon every thing that comes 
within their reach, Of Rebellion againſt 
God ( thatis, of fin) St. Paul, when he 
ſaith, Know ye nor that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump? 1 Cor.s, 6. 
implics that it is not only of an infe&i- 
ous and contagious , bur likewiſe of a 
ſpreading and diffuſive nature, notonly 
apt to taint and corrupt that which comes 
nigh unto ir, bur alſo to dilate it ſelf 
at large and reach out unto that which 
is not only near at hand , 'but even afar 
off, cſpecially when it happens upon 
ſome 
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ſome ſuch ative inſtruments of evil as 
the Scribes and Phariſees were, againſt 
whom as Hypocrites our Saviour himfelf 
pronounceth a wo upon this very ground, 
Mar. 23.15. For ye compa! ſea and land 
z0 make one Proſelyte, and when he is made, 
ye make him twofold more the childe of 
hell then your ſelves, Of this ſort, as St. 
Paul (peaks, 2 Tim, 3, 6. are they which 
creep into houſes , aud lead captive filly 
women laden with ſins, and led away with 
divers laſts. And though ir be true of 
many {ins that they may be, and often are, 
ſo commirred fingle (I mean by particu- 
lar perſons alone, that they neither have 
nor defireto have any aſſociates ro par- 
rake with them therein ) yet are they 
apt even then when they intend it not by 
their evill examples to draw others after 
them, and though they have no aſſociates 
and companions in aftioff,yet have they 
roo too many followers by imitation : 
the ſame word ND, thar in Hebrew ſig- 
nifieth to rebel, in the Syxzack, as" Schin- 
dler obſerves , doth fignific to imitate. 
So God by his Propher 1ſa+4h complains, 
'O my people, they which lead thee _ 
| thee 
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thee to err , and deſtroy the way of thy 
paths, Iſa, 3, 12. and | 23. 15, From 
the Prophets of Jeruſalem &s pl whey 
or hypocriſie, gone forth into all the land. 
'Whence ry And, adviſe is , Make no 
friendſhip with an angry man : and with 
4 furious man thou ſhalt uot go © leſt thou 
learn his wayes, and get a ſnare unto thy 
foal, Prov. 22, 24, 25. Yea God: him- 
ſelf unto his people 7ſrael gives this the 
reaſon , when Geaking of the Hivite, 
the Canaarite and the Hittite he faith, 
They ſhall not dwell in thy land, left they 
make thee ſin againſt me, Exod, 23. 33. 
For Rebellion againſt men, it ſeems by 
that expreſſion of St, Paul, AR,/20. 30. 
that when men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe 
things, they do it of purp6ſe to draw 4- 
way diſciples after them, And amongſt 
other conditions , by which Se. Peter 
deſcribeth them that deſpiſe Government, 
and are not affraid to ſpeak evil of dig- 
nities , this is one, that they ſport 
themſelves with their own decervines ; 
another, that they have eyes full of 
adultery, and that cannot ceaſe from 
ſin, beguiling unſtable ſouls : athird, thar 


when 
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when they ſpeak great ſwelling words of 
vanity, they allure through the luſts of the 
fleſh, through much wantonneſs, thoſe that 
were clean eſcaped from them who live in 
errour, 2 Pet, 2.13, 14, 18. Thus not 
only Korah, Dathan and Abiram, with 
their confederates 250. Princes of the 
Aſſembly , are able to gather all the 
Congregation of 1ſrael unto the dbor . 
of the Tabernacle againſt Moſes and 

Aaron , Numb, 16, 19, Or Abſalom to 
ſteal the hearts of the men of 1ſrael , 
2 Sam, 15. 6, But even Sheba the ſon 
of Bichri, a man of Belial, with the 
blaſt of a Trumpet, and a word ſpea- 
king could prevail ſo much with all 
the Tribes of J1ſrael, except Fudab 
only , that every man went up from 
after David , and followed him, 2 Sam, 


20, I, 3. 
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SECT. XIV. 


Multiplication of TranſgreſSions by 
adding many ſins of ſeveral kinds 
together. 


A Third may be multiplication of 
 Tranſereſſions, by adding many ins 
of ſeveral kinds together. Rebels many 
times are men given up unto a reprobate 
minde, tiot only to do thofe things that 
are not convenient , as Kt. Paul \peaks, 
Rom. x. 28, or that which is «nſeemly , 
as ver, 27, but even to be filled with all 
wunrighteouſneſs, &c. ver. 29, 30, 31. 
Concerning rebels againſt God (and ſuch 
by nature all men are, as well as thoſe 
Romans, of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) 
there is no queſtion to be made of it. 
When once the foel hath ſaid in his heart , 
there &s no God, it follows preſently, 
theyre corrupt, they have dene abomi- 
nab works, there is none that doth 200d, 
&c. Pſal. 14. 1,&c. God ſaw that the 
wickedneſs of man was great in the earth, 


aud 
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and that every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continaally , 
Gen, 6. 5. God hath rhade nian upright, 
but they have ſought out many inventt- 
ons, Eccl. 7. 29. Yea David hithſelf, a 
man after Gods own. heart, and ſo not 
a Rebel inthe ſtricter ſenſe, is yet'ſo fen- 
ſible of this, that he cryes out , Who car 
wnderſtand his errours ? Pal, 19. 20, and 
Plal. 3S. 4. Mine iniquities are zone over 
mine head; 4s an leavy burthen they are 
z00 heavy for me. For innumerable evils 
have compaſſed me about, mine iniquities 
have taken hold of me, ſo that I am' not 
able to look up : they are more then the 
hairs of mine head, Plal. 40. 12, How 
many miſcarriages of his tnay we meet 
with in that one marter of r:ab only > 
Some ' men make account that David 
therein brake all the ten Commande= 
ments of the Moral Law. And how fear- 
fully did Peter fall ro curſing and fwea- 
ring,when once he had begun but to deny 
his Maſter > And that it is not only an 
efte& that follows on Rebellious actidns, 
bur alſo an end' intended by the Rebels 
themſelves, may ſeem to be implied ar 

s 
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leaſt in that phraſe of the Prophet 7ſa/4b, 
Iſa. 30.1, Wo to the rebellious children, 
ſaith the Lord, that take counſel, but not of 
me. and that cover with a covering , but 
not of my Spirit, thatthey may add fin to 
In. 

4 RIO Rebels againſt Mew, al- 
though wing Ke not many examples in 
Scripture of ſuch , yet even amongſt rhoſe 
few that are we may finde enough to 
evince this obſervation true , that Men 
are ſeldom Ronen alone, in an _—_ 
- oppoſition of Authority in any onE par- 
Pre only, bur alſo - of cw go 
ther. grievous crimes, either before or 
a es thoſe which are infeparably 
twiſted, as it were, and interwoven with 
their Rebellion it ſelf, So Abſalom , be- 
ſides his flanderous traducing of his Fa- 
ther. David, 2 Sam, I5. 3. his vainglo- 
rious boaſting of himſelf, ver.. 4. his 
hypocritical pretence of devotion,. ver. 
7,$. and his ſhameleſs inceſt with his 
Fathers Concubines, Chap. 16. 22, was 
long before guilty of a barbarous mur- 
ther committed on his brother Amro , 
Chap. 13, 28, 29, and Achitgphel his 
: Coun- 
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Counſellour became his own executio- 
ner and hanged himſelf, Chap. 17. 23; 
So Feroboam and the ten tribes add ido- 
latry to their rebellion, and fall away 
from following their God as well as their 
King. : having firſt forſaken their Alle- 
giance they quickly forfcit their Religion 
allo, 1 King. 12, 28, &c, 


Cacs. XC: 
' Diſdimnlation and Hypocrifie, 


' A Fourth may be difimulation and 
hypocrifie, Rebels for the moſt part 
aime at other ends then they pretend, 
and leaſt of all purpoſe what they moſt 
of all profeſs, contradict themſelves in 
th&r contrariety unto others, rake upon 
them to be moſt obedient then, when in- 
deed and in truth they are moſt obſti- 
nately diſobedient, Thus notwithſtanding 
all that fair profeſſion which rhe 1ſrae- 
lites make; Deut. 1. 41, We bave fnne 
againſt the Lord, we will go up and fight; 
according to all that the Lord our God com- 
E 3 manae 


- 
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manded us : yer Moſes tels them, ver, 43; 
Tou would not hear , but rebelled azainſt 
the Commandement of the Lord, and went 
preſumptuouſly up into the hill, In the 26, 
ver. he had ſaid,Te would not go up, but re- 
belled againſt the Commandement of the 
Lord your God : here he ſaith, you re- 
belled and went up, The intervention of 
an after prohibition made even the re- 
pencance , confeſſion and pretended re- 
formation of their diſobedience to a for- 
mer precept preſumptuouſly perſiſted in 
Rebellion. So Sanl tels Samuel , 1 have 
performed the Commanaement of the Lord, 
1 Sam. 15. 13, and ver. 20. Tea, 1 have 
obeyed the voice of the Lord, and have 
gone the way which the Lord ſent me, 
&c. Yet Samnel tels Saul, that howſo- 
ever he pretended Religion , yet he pra- 
Qtiſed Rebellion , verſ. 22, 23, Thus 
Korah and his companions , Numb, 16, 
put a colour of holineſs upon their own 
ambitious ends , and openly accuſe Mg- 
ſes and Aaron as taking too much upon 
them, ver. 3.the fault whereof themſetves 
were guilty, ver. 7. And though the 
Pſalmilt exfreſly aſcribe their cnterprife 
| unto 
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unto their exvy againſt Moſes and Aaron, 
Pſal. 106. 16, yer the popular pretenſe 
that Dathan and Abiram plead to juſtifie 
their peremptory diſobedience, in refu- 
ſing to come up when Moſes ſent to call 
them, is a care to preſerve their liberty 
from the invaſion of an abſolute Sove- 
raignty, thar Moſes might not make him- 
ſelt alrogcther a Prince over them, Num, 
I6. 13. anda remonſtrance of Moſes his 
miſgovernment (as they pretended) thar 
he had not kept touch with them in per- 
formances anſwerable to their expecta- 
tion, ver, 14, What a fair pretcnſe of 
intended reformation is puton by Abſa- 
lom, 2 Sam. 15.4, when heſaich, 0 that 
Iwere made Judge in the Land, that any 
man which hath any ſuit or cauſe might 
come unto me that 1 might do himſuſtice ? 
And not of publick reformation only in 
Civil matters appertaining to the Com- 
mon-wealth , bur. of private conſcience 
alſo in- matters of religious worſhip. 
Ver. 7,8. 1 pray thee let me go and pay 
my wow , which 7 have wowed to the 
Lord, in Hebron, For thy ſervant vowed 
4 vow, while 1 abode at Geſhur in Syria, 


E 3 ſaying, 
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ſaying, If the Lord ſhall bring me again 
Indced unto Jeruſalem, then 1 will ferye 
the Lord, Who could have thought that 
Abſalom, who made ſo glorious a ſhew 
of juſtice, of devotion, yea of loyal ſub- 
jection, and dutiful obedience to his 
Farher David, that he would not attempr 
to go out of Feruſalem to Hebron, no not 
though it were for the payment of a vow 
ro God , without the Kings conſent, 
ſhould ar the ſame time h rbour in his 
hearr a purpoſe to uſurp his Fathers Au- 
thority, and even then not only ſteal away 
the hearts of his people from him, bur al 
ſend ſpies thorowout all the Tribes of 
Tſrael, ſaying, As foon as ye hear the 
und of the Trumpet , then ye ſhall [ay , 
Abſalom reigneth in Hebron , ver. 10, 
Whar ſhall we ſay > that this was that 
wherein he did vow to ſerve the Lord 
in Hebron, while he abode at Geſhwr in 
Syria? Or ſhall we ſay that when rhe 
King ſaid nnto him, Go 7» peace, ver. 9, 
he granted him a general Commiſſion to 
do what he would when he was come 
to Hebron ? yea though it were to make 
himſelf King , and levy Was _—_ 
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his own both King and Father > Or ſhall 
we think that 44ſa/om: intended then to 
do juſtice unto qther men , when he 
fought his Fathers life, chap. 16.11, and 
was well pleaſed wirhrhat counſel of 4chi- 
rephet, which propoſed the purſuit of Da- 
vid preſently, whileſt he was weary and 
weak handed, promiſing the flight of all 
the people, and to ſmite the King alone, 
as the only man whom Abſalom ſought > 
Chap, 17. 1,2, 3, 4. It we would be, I 
will not ſay ſo charitably, but ſo unrea- 
ſonably opinioned of Abſaloms ſincere in- 
rent to do juſtice, yet certainly no mask 
of religion and devotion can be large 
enough to cover the face of his profane- 
neſs and impiery , when that he might be 
known to be abhorred of his Father, in a 
rent upon the top of the houſe, he went in 
unto his Fathers Concubines, in the fight 
of all 1ſracl, Chap. 16. 21, 22, 
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I.” 
Gelf-ſerking. 


f A Fifth may be Self-ſeeking. Rebels 
| A for the moſt part to advance that 
good . which they think to do. unto 
themſelves, never care what wrong 
they do to others, if not poſitively by be- 
ing Fauſes or occaſions of hurt unto 
them, yet privatively by detaining from 
them, or depriving them of, that good , 
which. otherwiſe they might expe, or - 
challenge as their due, Thus, x it 
be true that neither the good nor: the evil 
which is done by men doth reach untq 
God, in ſuch ſort,as that he ſhould either 
be benefited by the one, or hurt” by the 
other -( to which purpoſe Eliphaz faith, 
Can a man be profitable unto God ?. as he 
that is wiſe. may be profitable unta himſelf ? 
Js it any pleaſure to the Almichty that 
thou art righteous ? or «it gain 10 him 
that thou makeſt thy ways perfett ? Job 
22.2, 3. andElihu, Job 34. 6,7,8. if 
thou ſinneſt, what. daft thou againſt him ? 
pr if thy tranſereſions be meiphed R 
| what 
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what doſt thou wnto him? If thou be 
righteous, what giveſt thou him ? or what 
receiveth he of thine hand ? Thy wicked- 
neſs may hurt 4 man 4s thou art, and thy 
righteouſneſs may profit the ſon of man. 
And David, Pſal. 16, 2. My goodneſs ex- 
rendeth not to thee) Yet is itas true that 
wicked men, who by obſtinate diſobe- 
dience are Rebels againſt God, as the 
alwayes aime attheir own ends, which 
uſually are eirher all or ſome of theſe 
three, Profit , Credit , or Content, (a that 
they may compaſs their deſires therein , 
they little regard though God be diſho- 
noured and Afoleaſed y ir. To enrich 
themſelves they will not ſtick to rob 
him , Mal, 3.8,9. to advance their own 
honour, they care not to contemn him 
Pſal. 10, 13. and to pleaſe themſelves 
for a time they little regard how much he 
is grieved, yea moved unto anger for ever, 
Plat 78. 49, 5$. | 
For Rebels againſt men,how little they 
ſer by others, {o that they may compaſs 
their own ends, is apparently implied, 
as a general received truth , in that ac- 
cuſation ſent againſt the Fews to Artax- 
rx, 
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erxes, wherein Feruſalem is called the re- 
belliow and bad City, Ezra 4. 12, 4 
rebelliows City , and hurtful unto Kings 
and Provinces, ver. 15, and-mention 1s 
particularly made of damage and difhe- 
our that would come unto the King by it, 
if that (as they pretended it to be) rebel- 
liows City ſhould be builded and forrefies, 
ver. 13, 14. Unto which City the Pro- 
pher 7/aiah alſo baving ſaid, . Thy Princes 
are rebellious, preſently adds, and com- 
panions of thieves: every one loveth 
zifts, aud followeth after rewards : they 
Judge not the fatherleſſe, neither doth the 
Cauſe of the widow come unto them, Iſa. 
I. 23. When the men of Shechem: ſcr 
lyers in wait for: Abimelech ( whom for- 
merly they had received for their King) 
in the rop of the mountains, they robbed, 
ſaith che text, all that came along that 
way by them, Judg. 9. 25. Feroboam 
and he ten Tribes having reſolved to 
rebel againſt Rehoboam and the houſe of 
David, when Rehoboam (ent Adoram that 
was over the Tribute , the children of 
Iſrael ſtoned him with ſtones that he 
dyed, 2 Chr, 10. 18, Aﬀerward Fero- 


boam 
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boam and his ſons caſt off the Lewites 
from executing the Prieſts office unto the 
Lord, Chap. 11. 14. So Zedekiah and 
the Princes of Judah, being refolutel 
bent ro perliſt in their rebellion” againf 
the King of Babylon, not contentto have 
ſmitren Feremiah, and pur him in priſon, 
would have had him put to death alſo, 
becauſe by foretelling the ill ſucceſs of 
their rebellion, they theught that he 
weakened the hands of the men of war, 
that remained in the City, and the hands 
of all the people, Jer. 38. 4,5. 
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-SECT. XVIL 
Self-confounding. 


Sixth may be Self-confaſion, Rebels 

for the moſt part hurt themſelves 
moſt, when they think to do themſelves 
moſt good. For Rebels againſt God (that 
is, in a larger ſenſe, all fianers ) the firſt 
experience of this truth was in the fatal 
tranſoreffion of our firſt Parents, who 
thoughr by cating the forbidden fruit to 
HP become 
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become wiſer then they were ,, but loſt 
the beſt part of that knowledge which be- 
fore they had, and that not from them- 
ſelves alone, but all their poſterity alſo, 
Gen. 3. 6. And this (though I do not re- 
member that the holy Ghoſt in Scripture 
ſpeakerh of it by that name ) asit was the 
grand Rebellion of all other, that root our 
of which the reſt all ſpring , ſo it brought 
the moſt tranſcendent evill with it, uni- 
verſal obliquity, and thereby perpetual 
unavoidable ſubjction to the curſe of 
God , whereof all the evils both corpo- 
ral and ſpiritual, both remporal and eter- 
nal, that a created nature is capable of, 
are but ſo many ſeveral items, ſummed 
up by St. Paul into ſinas the cauſe , and 
death asthe effe&, Rom. 5. 12. By one 
man ſin entered into the world, and death 
by fin; and ſo death paſed upon all men, 
for that all have ſinned. Another much 
like itin many reſpe&s was that of the 
Babel-bujlders, Gen, 11, their intent was 
to build them 4 City and 4 Tower, whoſe 
0p might reach unto heaven, and to make 
them a name, that they might not be ſcat- 
tered abroad upon the face of the whole 

CE, earth, 
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earth, ver. 4. but rhe ſucceſs was, they 
were therefore ſcattered thar they might 
no longer build, ver, 4. the end was con- 
ſervation, but the effe&t was confuſion. 
And this example is the more pertinent to 
the purpoſe in hand, becauſe Nimrod the 
mighty hm before the Lord, the be- 
ginning of whoſe Kingdom was Babel , 
Gen. 10.9, Io, hath his name from Re- 
bellion, as was ſhewed before ; and is 
probably thought by Interpreters to have 
been the ringleader in that curfed enter- 
priſe, and peradventure was the firſt that 
attempted by power to prefer ſubordi- 
nate Authority in himſelf, before that 
which was Supreme in his Grandfather 
Noah, who was yet alive, Bur in ſtead 
of many particular examples in this kinde 
one general rule may ſerve, even that of 
the Prophet 1ſaiah, Ila. 1. 19,20, If ye be 
willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good 
of the Land : But if ye refuſe and rebel, 
ye ſhallbe devoured with the Sword : for 
the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 
For Rebels againſt Men, \ince none can 
| be juſtly branded with that name, bur ſuch 
as, at lcaſt in a larger ſenſe, are Rebels 
| againſt 
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againſt God alſo , becauſe as Sr, Paul 
ſpeaks, Rom. 13, 1, 2, There © ns Power 
Chi is, no Authority, for that which he 
{ of there is iEvoizy NOT Sirapus ) but 
of God, The powers that be are ordained 
of God : whoſoever therefore refſteth the 
Power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God : it 
is as impoſlible that rebels ſhould alwayes 
proſper, although for a time they may 
prevail .in their rebellion , as it is that 
the wrath of God ſhould not in his due 
time, firſt or laſt, be revealed from hea- 
ven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrigh- 
zeouſneſs of men, which withhold the truth 
in unrighteouſneſs, Rom, 1. 18, And 
therefore no wonder that St. Paxt ha- 
ving ſaid , Let every ſoul be ſubject to 
the higher Powers, (aith alſo, they that re- 
fiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation : 
which incffe& is the ſame with that of rhe 
Prophet Ezekiel, Chap.17. 15, &c. Shall 
he proſper ?. ſhall be op that doth ſuch 
things ? Or ſhall he break the Covenant, 
and be delivered? As I live, ſaith the 
Lord God, &c. What ever wealth or 
welfare they may ptopoſe and promiſe 
to themſelves, God hath threatned a ws 
againſt 
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againſt rebellious children , Iſa. 30. 1, 

ea, by his laws amongſt the 1ſraelires, 
he provided for the puniſhment of them, 
and that with ſuch remarkable ſeverity, 
as might be a means to terrifie others 
from attempting the like : whether thar 
Kebellion were the private diſobedience 


of a Son to his natural Parents, as Deur.: - 


21,18, 19, 20, 21, If a man have a ftub- 
born and rebelliows Son, which will not 


obey the voice of his Father, or the voice 


of his Mother, and that when they have 
chaſtened him will not hearken unto them - 
Then ſhall his Father and his Mother i” 
hold on him , and bring him out unto the 
Elders of his City, and unto the gate of his 
place : And they ſhall ſay unto the Elders 
of his City, This our Son s ftubborn, and 
rebellions, he will not obey our woice, he 
is a glutton and a drunkard, And all the 
men of his City ſhall ſtone him with ſtones 
that he dye : h ſhalt thow put evil awa 

from among you , and all Iſrael fhall 
hear and fear, Or the publick diſobedi- 
ence of a Subje& to his Ecclefiaſtical ar 
Political Parents , as Deut. 17, 12, 13, 
The man that will do preſumpiuouſly, _ 
977 
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'will not hearken unto the Prieſt ( that 
ftandeth to miniſter there before the Lord 
thy God) or unto the judge, even that man 
ſhall die, and thou ſhalt put away the evil 
from Iſrael, And all the people ſhall 
hear and fear , and do no more preſum- 
prnouſly. And when men are ſo negligent 
and careleſs that they 'will not , or ſo 
overcome by multitude and power, that 
they cannot, though they would, bring 
Rebels ro deſerved punitſtiment, God 
himſelf many times takes the cauſe into 
his. own hand , and as himſelf ſpeaks , 
Deut. 28. 59. Makes their plagues won- 
derful, So Numb. 16. 30, oc. for Korah, 
Dathay and Abiram the Lord made a new 
thing; the ground clave aſunder that was 
w#nder them And the earth opened her 
mouth, and ſwallowed them up , and their 
houſes, and all the men that appertained 
#nto Kotah, and all their goods, They, 
and all that appertained to them, went 
down alive into the pit, and the earth 
cloſed upon them : and they periſhed from 
among the Congrezation. And there came 
out fire from the Lord, and conſumed the 
250 men that burnt incenſe : who are by 
| G 
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God himſelf expreſly called ſinners 4- 
24inſt their own ſouls,ver.38, So of Hophnt 
and Phinehas the ſons of Eli, it is ſaid; 
They hearkened not unto the voice of their 
Father, becanſe the Lord would lay thent, 
1 Sam. 2,25. And of Zedekiah ir is ſaid; 
Through the anger of the Lord it came to 
paſſe in Jeruſalem and Judah, until he had 
caſt them out from his preſence, that Tedes . 
kiah rebelled againſt the King of Babylon, 
\2 King, 24. 20, So, whileſt they went a- 
bout to break their yoaks of wood, they 
cave God occaſion to put a yoak of iron 
on their necks, as he had told them he 
would do, Jet. 2$. 12, 13, 14, When 
they thought ro provide that the King- ' 
dom might lift up it ſelf, and nor be bas, 
they brought ir to be none art all : as God 
by his Propher Ezekiel rthreatned, Ezek. 
17.12, &c, And though he promiſed 
them ar laſt a joyful reſtitution, by the 
ſame Prophet, Chap. 20. 40, &c. yethe 
rels them before he bring it- ro paſs, Z 
will purge out from among you the Rebels, 
and them that tranſereſs againſt me : 1 
will brinz them out of the Countrey where 
they fojourn,and they ſhall not enter _ the 

F an 
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land of Iſrael, ver. 38. The Jews by their 
Rebellion might cauſe themſelves to be 
. caſt our into Captivity; but the return of 
the remnant thart is lefr muſt be the work 
and the effed? of righteouſneſs, Iſa. 32.17, 
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- SECT. XVIL. 


Practiſes of Rebels. Of the King of 
Sodom, ec. Gen. 14. 4, &c. 


BE theſe and ſuch other properties of 
Rebels arc beſt diſcovered by their 
practiſes : which it will not be amiſs to 
take ſome notice of, as we finde them 
particularly recorded by the holy Ghoſt 
1n Scripture, without reducing the cir- 
cumſtances of them unto ſeveral heads, 
_ eſpecially ſuch as have not been already 
touched upon, For the practiſes of thoſe 
that have been rebellious againſt God, to 
inſtance particulars were to multiply 1n- 
finites, and to undertake an endleſs task. 
Of thoſe that have been rebellious againſt 
Men, the firſt particular inſtance given 
by the holy Ghoſt in Scripture under that 
notion is, Gen, 14. 4.,. where young 
O 
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of the Kings of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, 
Zebojim, and Bela, hefaith, Twelve years 
they ferved Chedorlaomer , and iz the 
thirteenth year they rebelled, The word 
tranflated rebefted, as was before obfer- 
ved, properly fignifterh ro forſak:: or fall 
awzy : bur in another acceprarion it fig- 
nifieth to be miferable. In borh fenfes it 
is true of them; concerning whom ir is 
there uſed. For | 

Firft, their Rebellion in the at thereof 
was a revolt from a former fubje&ion of 
no leſs then twelve years ſtanding : How 
they came to be ſubje& ar the firſt the 
rex dorh nor cell us, bur wherher ir were 
by a voluntary ſobmiffion, or by com- 
pulfion, the termi of continuance, welve 
years, fees nored of purpoſe ro' imply 
fach-a kinde of after confent, as might 
give Chedorlaomer ar leaft a colour of pres 
rended right, | | 

Secondly, their Rebellion in the ſucceſs 
thereof was miſerable : For rthongh the 
odds may ſeem to have beer on their 
fide, even then when they came ro joyn 
battle in the vale of Siddim, five Kings 
re four, beſides fix other , as ir ſhould 
F 2 ſeem, 
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ſeem, their aſſociated Nations formerly 
ſmitten, the Rephaims, the Zuzims, the 
_ Emims, the Horites, the Amalekites, and 
the Amorites, yet God, it may be of pur- 
poſe to ſhew his deteſtation of Rebell;- 
on at the very firſt appearance of it, de- 
livered them up, and all that they had, 
into the hands of Chedorlaomer and his 
confederates, Yea Lot, that dwelt but as 
a Sojourner amongſt them, partakes of 
the ſame miſeries with them, and is 
taken both himſelf and his goods, Ir is 
true indeed, they were reſcued and reco- 
vered again by Abraham, 'and Chedorla- - 
omer and the Kings that were with him 
Nain,, but that was for Lots ſake, not their 
own, as appears by that moſt feartul 
judgement, which they fell by afterward, 
when they, their Cities, their Countrey, 
with all the Inhabitants thereof, and that 
which grew upon the ground, were de- 
ſtroyed with brimſtone and fire from the 
Lord out of heaven, Gen, 19. 24, .25. 
From which deſtruction though Lox were 
delivered, yet it ſeems it was not. with 
re{»>e& unto himſelf ſo much as unto 
Abi aham, ver, 29, FEut- that which is 

| moſt 
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moſt remarkable in this example 1s, thar 
the firſt inſtance of a publick Rebellion 
againſt ' humane authority recorded in 
Scripture is of thar, which was practiſed 
by the men of Sodom, of whom ir is ſaid, 
that they were wicked, and ſinners before 
the Lord exceedingly, Gen. 13. 13. and 
yet no mention 1s made by the holy 
Ghoſt of any particular evil , whereof 
they ſtood guilty before he comes to this. 
And who can tell bur that in this reſpect 
eſpecially the rebellious Princes of the 
Jews, as the Prophet 1ſaiah cals them, 
Chap. 1. 23. are ſpoken to as Rulers of 
Sodom, ver. 10, and the whole Nation as 
people of Gomorrah, whom the Prophet 
Ezekiel (o often termeth a rebellious 
houſe ? and particularly in his 17 chap, 
ver. 12, wherhe deals with them abour 
Zedekiahs rebellion againſt the King of 
Babylon, which was the immediate occa- 
ſion of their captivity, and the deſtrui- 
on of Feruſalem : which the Prophet Fe- 
remiah compares unto the overthrow of 
Sodom, not as an equal only, but a greater 
evil, when he ſaith, The puniſhment of the 
iniquity of the daughter of my people is 
V greater 
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greater then the puniſbment of the ſin of 
Sodom, that was. overthrown tn 4 moment, 
and no hand. ſtayed on her , Lam, 4, 6. 
- Andin all probability , or rather our of 
doubr, the Prophet Jſaiah ſpeakerh of the 
ſame, when hefſaith, Tour coungrey is de- - 
ſolate , your Citjes are burnt with fire, 
your land ſtrangers devour it in your pre- 
ſence, andit us deſoiate as owerthrown by 
ſtranzers. And the daughter of Tion © 
left as acottage in 4 vineyard, 4s a lodge 
in a garden of Cucumbers , 4s 4 beſieged 
City, Except the Lord of hoſts had left 
wig us a very ſmall remnant, we ſhould 
have been as Sodom,:and we ſhould have 
beer like unto Gomorrah, Ila. 1, 7,8, 9, 
and then immediately in the next verſe 
addeth, Hear the Word of the Jord,, ye 
Rilers of Sodom, give ear unto the Law 
of aur God, ye people of Gomorrah, Nor 
doth he compare the Fews to them of 
Sedo for their puniſhment only, bur for 
their fin alſo, Chap. 3. 9g. The fhew of 
their cauntenance doth witneſs azain(s 
them, and they declare their fin 4s Sodom, 
they hide it not: wa unto their foul , for 
they have rewarded evit unto them{elves, 
© Which 


The right Rebel, 71 


Which laſt clauſe of the verſe, alchough 
it be true of every puniſhment for every 
fin, that the ſinner himſelf is the meriro- 
rious cauſe of his own ſuffering, yet was 
it moſt remarkable in the deſtruction of 
Feruſalem, which might have been pre- 
vented, if Zedekiah and the Fews would 
by any means have been perſwaded to 
deſiſt from their Rebell;ow , which God 
by his Prophet Feremiah ſo oft and fo 
earneſtly laboured to have withdrawn 
them trom. And, as it Rebellion were 
of all other ſins rhe: moſt proper cauſe of 
ruin, and moſt fatal ro the Nation of the 
Fews and the City Jeruſalem, the laſt and 
_ deſolation of it by the Romans, 
th under Yeſpaſian, Trajan and Adrian 
the Emperors,was particularly occaſioned 
by their own Rebellion, as the hiſtories of 
thoſe times declare. VWhich becauſe it hap- 
pened not until thoſe times were run our, 
unto which the ſacred ſtory extendeth, I 
would not now have mentioned, but thar 
it may ſerve for an anſwer, if any ſhould . 
think thoſe paſſages of the Prophets, nor 
to have reſpe& ſo much to the former 
deſtruction of the Jos by the; Aſſy7ians,as 
4 | 9 
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to the later under the Rowans,-when this, 
as well as that, ſhall appear to have had 
their own Rebellion for its next imme- 
diate cauſe, However Rebellion muſt 
needs be acknowledged a fin of Sodom, 
eſpecially fince the Sedomires are the firſt 
that the holy Ghoſt in Scripture hath tax- 
ed for the practiſe thereof, 


| SRCT. KIA -. 
Of Korah and his Companions. Numb. 
- wu 2; &c | 


FT" He next of the ſame nature, recor- 
ded under the ſame notion, is that 
of Korah and his Companions, Numb, 
I6.1,c, Wherein, belides that which 
hath been noted already, this is moſt ob- 
 ſervable , that the quarrel began abour 
Principality and Prelacy, Moſes the Su- 
preme Civil Magiſtrate, or King in 
Feſurun, as he is called, Deut. 33. 5. 
and Arop the High Prieſt , or the Saint 
. of the Lord, as he is called, Pal. 106, 16, 
are thoſe againſt whom ( if not their 
malice, yet ) gheir envy is eſpecially =w 
an 
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and it ſhould ſeem againſt Moſes moſt for 
Agarons ſake , becauſe they might not 
all be Prieſts as well as he, Numb. 16. 
9,10, I1. And the reaſon which they 
urge for themſelves is a pretended equal 
intereſt that all Gods people had unto 
his ſpecial [preſence with them : for 
ſanQtification , which Moſes and Aaron 
they thought laid too much claim unto, 
and went about to engroſs unto them- 
ſelves, ver. 3. They gathered themſelves 
together 4gainft Moſes aud Aaron, and 
ſaid unto them, Te take too much —_ you, 
ſeeing all the Congregation are holy, every 
one of them, and the Lord is among them : 
wherefore then lift you up your ſelves 
above the congregation of the Lord ? 
Wherein they may ſeem to have ſpecial 
relation unto thatof Exod. 19, 6, Te ſhaft 
be unto me a Kingdom of Prieſts, and an 
holy Nation : and ſo to have warrant 
from divine Authority for what they pre- 
trend, yea ſych as Moſes muſt not deny, 
except he will expreſly contradi& him- 
ſelf. But by this we may ſee, that the 
Word of God it ſelf is not a ſufficient. 
warrant for any thing, that is not agree: 
able 
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able unto his purpoſely intended will 
therein , which as it plainly there ap- 
pears was not , that holineſs ſhould be 
- ahwayes underſtood in one and the ſame 
ſenſe, bur ſometimes more largely , ſo 
that all Gods people might be ſaid ro be 
holy, and ſometimes more ſtrid'y, ſo thar 
ſome alone, and not others, might be faid 
© be his Saints, or holy ones. And for 
neerneſs unto God , that though in one 
ſenſe all may be called, and fo have righr 
rocome near unto him as his people, yer 
in another ſenſe nor all indifferently , 
but ſome in a ſpecial manner above 
others, are choſen by himſelf, and cauſed 
to come riear unto him as his Prieſts, 
Which holineſs and nearneſs unto God 
in reſpe& of publick office and employ- 
ment, when Korah and his companions 
would have confounded with that which 
was ſuchin reſpe& of particular private 
endowments, or of outward general pro- 
feſfion only, and thought ro make thar as 
well as this indifferently common unto 
all, God himſelf rakes the matter ſo to 
heart, that he doth notonly puniſh them 


ſeverely for that which they had done 
4 alrcady, 


The right Rebel. 7 
already, but to preventthe like att 
for the furure, gives order rhar the cenſers 
of thoſe ſinners againſt their twn ſouls, 
wherewith rhey rhat were burnt had of- 
fered, ſhould be made broad plates for 4 
covering oj the Altar, to bt a memorial 
zo the children of Iſrac|, that no ftranger, 
which is not of the ſeed of Aatom, come 
near t0 offer incenſe before the Lord, that 
he be not as Korah and his company, ver, 
40. Though God will have no reſpe& 
unto the incenſe which is offered by re- 
bellious Korah and his company, yet their 
cenſers muſt do ſome ſervice in his 
Sanctuary, and being ( though bur abu- 
fvely) applyed to an holy uſe, muſt not 
put to any common imployment. 
And furrher he commandeth Aarons rod 
that budded to be brought before the 
teſtimony, to be kept for a token againſt the 
Rebels, that Moſes might” quite take away 
their murmurings from him, and they not 
ate, chap. 17, 10, Which for the pre- 
ſenr wrought ſo npon_ the children 
of 1ſrael, har they ſpake unto Moſes , 
laying, Behold, we die, we perifh, we all 
periſh, whoſoever comath any thing near 
ge 


76 Thenew Phanatique; er, 
#he Tabernacle of the Lord ſhall die, Shall 
we be conſumed with dying ? ver, 12,13. 
And this was whileſt yet the 1ſraelites 
were wandering in the wilderneſs:whileft 
Moſes, that was faithful in all the houſe of 
God, and Aaron, the Saint of the Lord, 
were both alive, even then the Princi- 
pality of the. one, and Prelacy of the other 
ſcem ſuch intolerable grievances, that 
unleſs they will deſcend from the height 
of their perpetual preſidency, and ſub- 
mit themſelves. unto, it not an indepen- 
dent , yet at leaſt a Presbyterial parity, 
they mnſt expe& no peaceable . com- 
 munion with, much leſs obedient confor- 
mity from, ſuch popular pretenders unto 
holineſs, as Korah, Dathan and Abiram 
are. What would they have done, had 
they been already poſſeſſed of their pro- 
miſed inheritance in the land of Canaay, 
and. in ſtead of a Moſes and an Aaron had 
been to live under a Saul and an El: ? 
God was not ignorant , as appears when 
he ſaith, 7 know their imaginations , 
which they g0 about even now , before 1 
have brought them into the land which 
1 ſmare , Deut, 31, 21, Nor Moſes, tor he 
likewiſe 
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likewiſe ſaith, ver, 27. 1 know thy Rebel- 
lion and thy ſtiff neck, Behold, while 1 
am yet alive with you this day, ye have 
been rebellious againſt the Lord : and 
how- mnch more after my death * And 
therefore God doubles his care of pre- 
vention, and provides that whether th 

look upon the Altar without, or think 
upon the Ark of the Teſtimony within the 
vail; they may meet with a mark of 
remembrance in cither to make them for 
ever beware of Rebellion, as that which - 
they muſt conceive to be inconſiſtent 
with both rhe internal power and exrer- 
nal profeſſion of rhe true Religion. And 
yet concerning this Rebellion of Korah and 
his companions we 'finde no mention 
made of- any force of armes that they 
raiſed, or any violence that was offered 
by them, either unto Moſes ,, or unto 
Aaron, or unto any that appertained or 
adhered to them, either in their perſons 
or in their goods: all that they 'did was 
to gather together, and by word of mouth 
to plead againſt the preeminence that 
Moſes and Aaron had over them: yer 
even that made tiiem a burthen too _ 
or 
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foc the carth to bear. Vhich the holy 
Ghoſt may-teem to have ſome relation 
to, when, he faith, For three things the 
earth x diſquieted, and for four which it 
Cannot bear, For 4 fervant when he raig- 
zeth, Kc. Prov. 30. 21, 22, 23, Such ar 
intolerable evil it is for them that ſhould 
be Snbject to feck to be Supreme : for 
the childe 10 behave himfelf prondly againſt 
the ancient, and the baſ- azainſs the ho- 
n0arable, 25. the Prophet 1ſarah complatns, 
Ha. 3. 5. 


SECT. XX. 
Of the Tfraelites, Numb. 20. 1, &C. 


A Third. particular example , of the 
pratifſes. of them that have beert 
Rebellious againſt men, may be that of 
the Iſraelites, Numb. 20. when they 24- 
thered themſelves together againſt Moſes 
and Aaron, and: chade with Moſcs , ver. 
2, 3. for which Moſes ( though meek 
above all the men which were upon ihe 
face of the earth, Numb. 12, 3. ) exprefly 
cals. chem Rebels , ver, 10, The word 
tranſlated | 
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tranflated aud they chode, 2), though 
it properly {ignifie no more bur to plead 
or ſtrive with multirude of words, yer . 
the circumſtances of the ſtory ſhew 
plainly the contention was carryed with 
{uch earneſtneſs of affe&ion , or rather 
violence of paſſion; thar it was likely to 
have ended in blows, if God had not in-; 
terpoſed the evidence of his ſpecial pre- 
ſence to prevent it, ver, 6. For ſo Moſes 
plainly ſhews in his complaint unto God 
upon that occaſion, Exod. 17, 4. What 
ſhall 7 do unto this people ? they be almoſt 
ready to ſtone me. Though Rebels per- 
haps begin bur with words, yer if courſe 
be not taken to repreſs them in time, 
they ſeldome end ſo: for, as Solomesy 
ſpeaks, Prov, 15.1, Grievorms words ſtir 
up anger + and Prov, 17. 14. The begin- 
ning of ſtrife is as when one letteth out 
water : therefore leave off contention be- 
fore it be medled with, But that which I 
would eſpecially take notice of here, is 
the occaſion of rhe contention , there was 
no water for the Congregation, ver. 2. 
whereupon in a wayward diſcontented- 
neſs, they break our into a repining ex- 
poſtulation 
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poſtulation with Moſes and Aaron for that 
whichthey had done by Gods dire&tion, 
* yea for what God himſelf had done in 
mercy towards them, ver. }, 4. Would 
God we had dyed, when our brethren dyed 
before the Lord. And why have ye brought 
up the Congregation of the Lord into this 
wilderneſs,that we and our catiel ſhould die 
* there? Rebels for the moſt patt are ever 
diſcontented with. their ptefent eſtate 
and will rather finde fault with former 
favours, then ſeetn to want preſent cauſe 
of complaint : that they live muſt be laid 
to Moſes his charge, if their life be not. 
ſuch as they themſelves would have it, If 
they lack any thing which God in his 
providence deprives then of, or elſe 
| withholds from them , they grumble at 
their Governours, though they guide 
them that way, which God himſelf doth 
g0 before them in, A'l that theyhave 1s 
nothing worth wich them, whileſt they 
want any thing that they . would have, 
They will not let Moſes and Aaroz alone, 
although rhey be told that their murmu- 
TIngS are not againſt them, but againſt 
the Lerd , Exod. 16, 8, It was hot long 
azo 
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dzoe ſince. the anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt Aaron and Miriam, in {0 
much that Miriam was ſtricken with le- 
profie, only for ſpeaking againſt Moſes , 
Numb, 12. 1, 9, 10. which they could 
not be ignorant of : nor how often al 
ready Moſes had ftood before God in the 
breach to turn away his wrath , leſt he 
ſhould deſtroy them , Plal. 106. 23. and 
Aaron, between the living and the dead, 
to make an atonement for them, that the 
plague which was begun amongſt them 
might be ſtayed , Numb. 16. 46, 47, 48. 
Nor how their want of bread had been 
{upplycd from heaven with Angels food, 
Pſal. 78. 25. and their. luſt for fleſh even 
cloyed, if not ſatisfied, with 2nails, 
Numb. 1t. yet want of water waſherh 
away the remembrance of all this, and a 
rebelliow diſpoſition rooted in their 
hearts, prevails above all experience 
both of judgements and mercies, brea- 
king forth into mnrmurings upon every 
light occaſion, Ir isnotthe higheſt autho- 
rity that can be under heaven, though ac- 
companied with the greateſt integrity 
and innocence, that any meer man could 
G EVEE 
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ever boaſt of ſince the fall of Adam, that 
is able to exempt the poſſeſſours thereof 
from the ſtrivings of the people , when 
Moſes and Aaron are ſo often expoſed to 
the chidings of rebellious 1ſraelites. 


" as — 
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SECT. AXl. 


Of Jeroboam and the ten Tribes , 
1 King.12.19, &Cc. 


He fourth in this kinde that I will 

mention is that of Feroboam and 
the ten Tribes : wherein, beſides that 
which hath been obſerved already, there 
are theſe remarkable particulars, 

Firſt , that Feroboam the head of that 
rebellious body was a man of excellent 
endowments , 4 mighty man of wvalour, 
and znduſtrious : eminently preferred by 
Solomon, for he made him ruler over all 
the charge of the houſe of Joſeph, 1 King. 
I 1.28, yet Jeroboeam 1s the man above 
all the reſt to ſet forward the Rebellioz; 
againſt Rehoboam Solomons Son, So eall- 
ly arcall obligations of thankfulneſs utter- 


ly 
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ly cancelled in rebellious breaſts, when 
once men of active abilities, and aſpiring 
minds, meet with fit opportunities of ad- 
vancing their ambitious ends. 

But perhaps ir will be ſaid, That Jero- 
boam and the ten Tribes did no more in 
this then God himſelf had fore-ordained 
ſhould be done, yea foretold\ unto him by 
Ahijah the Prophet, wer. 29, &c. And 
can Jeroboam and the ten Tribes be bla- 
med for that , which was doxe by them, 
not only according unto the determinate 
5M of God, but eves hs revealed will 
alſo ? . 
To this it may be anſwered , That 
what is foretold by the Prophet Ahijah, 
concerns not the atFiou done by Ferobo- 
am and the ten Tribes, but only the even? 
thereof. There is nothing by way of 
precept commanded, either unto him or 
them, but only by way of predii#1on a 
diſcovery made of what God himſelf in- 
rended to inflict as a puniſhment, not on- 
pon the poſterity of Solomon , bur 
alſo upon all the ten Tribes of 7ſrael for 
their Idolatry, ver. 31, &c. And prece- 
dent predidtions of future events are fo 
G 2 far 
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far from carrying the nature of precepts 
to warrant the aGtions of thoſe perſons, 
whom God in his providence permits to 
be inſtruments of bringing thoſe events 
to paſs, that ſometimes they ſeem rather 
to-put on the condition of caveats togive 
them warning, that they preſume not to 
interpoſe themſelves as Gods coadjutors 
in his own undertakings, unlets they have 
their commyAion from him : which when 
they do, it commonly ſucceeds with them 
accordingly, When $Sarai was barren, 
and it may be paſt hope of bearing chil- 
dren her felf, God promiſed Abram that 
he that ſhould come out of his own bowels 
ſhould be his heir, Gen, 15. 4. yet that | 
was not a ſufficient warrant for Sarai to 
perſwade her husband to go in unto her 
maid, Gen. 16. 2, nor did ihe paſſe alto- 
octher ap wn for that prepoſterous 
courſe : for when Hagar ſaw that ſhe had 
conceived, her miſtreſs was deſpiſed in her 
eyes, ver. 4 When Rebekah had iwo 
nations in her wombe, God told her thar 
rhe one people ſhould be ſtronger then the 
other people , and that the elder ſhould 
ſerve the yonger , Gen, 25. 23, Yet that 
was 
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was no juſt excuſe for Facobs lie, where- 
with his Mother inſtructed him to take 
away his brother Eſaus bleſſing, Gen.27. 
nor had cither he or ſhe any great joy of 
it for the preſent, he being forced to flee 
for his life, and ſhe doubting to be de- 
prived of both her Sons in one day, ver, 
45. Nor ſped he very well when he 
came to Padan-Aram, being ſerved (as 
we uſe to ſay ) with his own ſawce, and 
having after ſeven years ſervice for a 
beautifulRachela bleer-eyed Leah brought 
to his bed, his own mothers brother de- 
ceiving him with the elder ſiſter in ſtead 
of the yonger, as his mother before had 
_ him to deceive his own Father 
with the yonger brother in ſtead of rhe 
elder : and we know what befel him af- 
rerwards, in {ſo much that himſelf being 
asked of his age by Pharaoh, plainly 
confeſleth, few and evil have the dayes 
of the years of my life been, Gen. 47. 9, 
God did not only tell Moſes before-hand, 
1 am ſure the King of Egypt will not let 
you go, no not by a mighty hand, Exod. 
3. 19, but Moſes alſo tels Pharavh him- 
ſclf as much in cffe&t, Chap. 9. 39. As 


3 . 
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for thee and thy ſervants, I know that ye 
will not yet fear the Lord God, Put nei- 
ther their {in nor their puniſhment was 
any thing the lefle for thar. All the evil 
that Abſalom either ated or attempted 
towards his Father David, was foretold 
by the Prophet Nathay, as that which 
God himſelt would raiſe up againſt him 
out of his own houſe, for his Adultery 
with Bathſheba, and his Murther of Uriah, 
2 Sam. 12. 9, &c. yet that doth nor 
juſtifie Abſalom in any thing that he pra- 
&iſed or purpoſed againſt his Father. 
Yea, our Saviour himſelf told Judas it 
was he that ſhould betray him, Marth, 
26. 25, and more then that ſaid unto 
him, That thou doſt ds quickly, Joh. 13. 
27, yet nevertheleſs foretold his wo as 
well as his wickedneſs, Matth. 26. 24. 
Wo unto that man by whom the Son of 
man i betrayed : it had been good for 
that man if he had not been born, So 
little avails ic men to be employed as 
inſtruments in accompliſhing the ſecrer 
counſels of God, unleſs in their actions 
they Order themſelves according to the 
rule of his revealed will, Although it be 


good 
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good that fin ſhould be puniſhed, yet no 
man is allowed to fin himſelf in puni- 
ſhing the fins of others: for then men 
might fay, Ler ws do evil that good may 
come, which is doomed by St. Paul to juft 
damnation, Rom. 3. $8, And that Fero- 
boam had no juſt cauſe to think himſelf 
warranted in what he did by the Pro- 
phefie of 4h1jah, may further appear, if 
we confider how different the courſe of 
Gods dealing with him is from thart , 
which on the like occaſions he took both 
with David and Fehu, When Saul had 
rejected the word. of the Lord, and the 
Lord had rejected him from being King 
over [(racl, as Samuel tels him, 1 Sam. 
x. 15, though David, to whom God had 
given the Kingdom of 71ſrael , muſt not 
enter into the poſſeſſion of it till after 
Sauls deceale, yet Samuel by Gods ap- 
pointment muſt annoint him King 1n 
Sauls life time : and from that day for- 
ward, faith the text , the Spirit of the 
Lord came upou David, 1 Sam, 16. 
I3- So David had in Sauls time both 
an inward and an outward calling to 
the Kingdom , yet till ands affeRted 
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and behaves himſelf towards him as the 
Lords anointed. And when the ſpirit of 
that Ruler (though indeed a wicked one) 
roſe up againſt him, he left not his place 
(the place whercin he ſtood as a Subject 
unto Sa#l his Soveraign ) but by yielding 
(that reſpe& which was due unto him 
in regard of that high place, unto which 
he was called by God ) did more then 


once pacitie the great offence which Saul 


had taken at him, So-when God had a 
purpoſe by the hand of Fehu the Son of 
Nimfhi to deſtroy Baal out of 1ſrael, and 
to cut off the poſteriry of Ahab, who ſold 
himſelf to work wickedneſs, one of the 
cluldren of the Prophets is ſent in the 
name of God to anoint him King over 
his people, even over Iſracl, and to tell 
him plainly, not only what God himſelf 
would do, but likewiſe what he would 
have done by him, 2 King, 9. 6, &c, 
which God doth ſo much approve of, that 
he tels him , Chap. 10, 30, Becauſe how 
haſt done well in executing that which 
was right in mine eyes, and haft done unto 
the houſe of Ahab, according to all that 
Pa in my heart, thy children unto the. 

| | fourth 
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fourth generation ſhallſit upon the throne 
of Iſrael. Bur there is no ſuch thing ar 
all mentioned concerning Feroboam , 
that he was by the Prophet in the name of 
God anointed King , but made by the 
people only, 1 King. 12, 20, whereupon 
God himfelf by his Prophet Hoſea cotg- 
plains, They have ſet up Kings, but not by 
me : they have made Princes, and I knew 
it net, Hol. $. 4. And this even then 
when there was a King already , Reho- 
boam the ſon of Solomon, unto whom 
they ought to have been ſubje&, both 
they and their pretended King. In which 
reſpect Albiiah tels them plainly , Jero- 
boam the ſon of Nebar, the ſervant of So- 
lomon the ſon of David, « riſen up, and 
rebelled againſt his Lord, 2 Chr, 13. 6. 
So that Feroboams Rebellion was both an 
ad of injuſtice , and an a& of ingrati- 
rude, to cxalt himſelf above the ſon of 
9 by whom himſelf had been prefer- 
ca, 

Secondly, in this Rebellion of Ferobo- 
am and the ten Tribes the pretended oc- 
calion, which they rake advantage of, is 
very obſervable, They complain of for- 
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mer grievances, a heavy yoak which S9- 
lomon had putupon them,and they would 
have his ſon to make it lighter, 1 King. 
I2, 4. But how little juſt cauſe they had 
to complain may be gathered from that 
which 15 ſaid, Chap, 4. 25. Judah and 


{racl dwelt ſafely, every man under his 


vine, and under his fig-tree, from Dan 
even unto Beerſheba, all the dayes of 


Solomon - and Chap. 9g. 20, &c. All the 


people that were left of the Amorites , 
Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebulites, 
which were not of the children of Iſrael, 
their children that were left after them in 
_ . the land, whom the children of 1ſracl alſo 
were not able utterly to deſtroy, upon thoſe 
aid Solomon lewy a tribute of bond-ſervice 
unto this day. But of the children of Iſrael 
did Solomon make ns bondmen : but they 
were men of war , and hs Servants, and 
his Princes, and his Captains, and Rulers 
of his Charets , and his horſemen. Yea , 
Chap. 10. 27. The King madeſilver to be 
in Jeruſalem as ſtones, and cedars made 
he to be as the Sycomore trees, that are in 
the wale for abundance, All this notwith- 
Randing they complain of grievons ſer- 

- vice, 
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vice, and an heavy yoak, But the great 
fault of Solomons Government indeed, 
which was 7dolatry, that they make no 
mention of, A wrongfully ſuppoſed re- 
ſtraint of their own intended liberty 
makes a great noiſe in the mouths of Fe- 
roboam and the ten Tribes of 1ſrael, when - 
they are minded torebel, whileſt the great 
wrong done unto God himſelf in matter 
of Religion is as little regarded , as if 
there were no ſuch thing at all. Bur this 
their complaint may ſeem to have had ſo 
little colour of any juſt cauſe, that it is 
not caſte to conceive how it could be be- 
lieved by themſelves to be true, but only 
thatthey ſought an occaſion thereby to 
pick —_— with Rehoboam, His an- 
{wer indeed was very unadviſed, My Fa- 
ther made your yoak heavy (taking it for 
granted as true that you pretend) but I 
will add to your yoak : my Father alſo 
chaſtiſed you with whips (to ſuppoſe that 
alſo true) but Twill chiſtiſe you with ſcor- 
pions, Chap. 19. 14. An anſw& as fir 
for Jeroboarss. purpoſe, as if the young 
men that gave Rehoboam counſel to ſay 
{o, had minded nothing more then his 

confuſion, 
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confuſion. But the cauſe was from the 
Lord, ſaith the text, ver, 15, that he might 
perform his ſaying, which the Lord ſpake by 
Ahijah the Shilonite #nro Jeroboam the 
ſon of Nebat. Ir is not very likely that 
Rehoboam had any intent to do as he ſaid, 
as ſome Interpreters are of opinion, but ra- 
cher taking it in ſcorn that Subjects ſhould 
preſume to put any conditions upon their 
Soveraign, he would manifeſt his indig- 
nation towards them for it by an anſwer 
as unreaſonable, as their demand appea- 
red unto him undutiful. However we 
may ſee how ready Feroboam and the 1/- 
raelites are, as ſoon as an opportunity of / 
advantage 1s offered them, to run away 
with it. Their motion takes not at the 
firſt, they ſtay not to trouble Rehoboam 
with another requeſt, but forthwith re- 
nounce their Allegiance, and diſclaim any 
longer | ſubje&tion unto- his Authority 3 
ſaying, What portion have we in David? 
neither have we inheritance in the ſon of 
Jeſſe : 10 your tents, 0 Iſracl; now ſee to 
thine own hoxſe David, ver.16, As though 
ir had not been enough to revolt from 
their obedience unto Kehoboam and ar 
wniat 
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what aſperſion they thought fit upon the 
Government of Solomon his Father alſo, 
unleſs they could draw in David too , 
and utterly extirpate all reſpe& unto 
os Royal Family both in root and bran- 
ches. 

Thirdly, the Gall and Wormwood , 
that this root of bitterneſs Kebellion bore, 
of all the reſt is moſt remarkable. Their 
revolt to Idolatry I mentioned before, and 
their ſacrilegious Sequeſtration of the 
Prieſthood from the ſons of Lewz, to 
prefer into their places the loweſt of the 

ople. | 

That which I will now take notice of 
is, How ill it proſpered with them. The 
thine, (aith the text, became ſin unto the 
heake of Jeroboam, ever to cut it off, and 
to deſtroy it from off the face of the earth, 
I King. 13.34. Atthe firſt indeed, when 
all the houſe of Fudah with the Tribe of 
Benjamin were afſembled , an hundred 
and fourſcore thouſand men which were 
warriours , to fight againſt the houſe of 
Iſrael , to bring the Kinedom again to 
Rehoboam the ſon of Solomon ; they 
were directed by God ro deſiſt from thar 

attempt : 
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attempt : and ſo they did, 1 King, 12.21, 
&c. yet there was war between Rehobo- 
am and Jeroboam all their dayes, Chap. 
I4. 30. Nor did it end with the death 
of Rehoboam, but there was war berween 
Abijah his Son and Feroboam ; and Abijah 
ſet the batile in aray azainſt Jeroboam 
with an Army of valiant men of war, even 
four hundred thouſand choſen men, 2 Chr. 
13.2, &c, The ſucceſs of which battle 
was ſuch that, though Feroboams Army 
were in number two to one, even eight 
hundred thouſand choſen men,being mighty 
men of valonr , ver.3, yet the children 
of Iſrael fled before Judah 3 and God de- 
livered them into their hand, And Abijah 
and his people ſlew them with a great 

flauzhter : ſo there fell down ſlain of 1(- 
racl five hundred thouſand choſen men , 
ver, 16, 17, Neither did Jexoboam yve- 
rover ſtrength again in the dayes of Abj- 
jah : and the Lord ſtroke him, and he 

dyed, ver. 20, And, though his fon 

Nadab ſucceeded him in the Kingdom, 
yet he reigned but a while, for Baaſha 
conſpired againſt him , and ſmore him 
and flew him, and reigned in his ſtead : 
| yea, 
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yea, he ſmote all the houſe of Jeroboam, 
he left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, 
wntil be had deſtroyed him, according to 
the ſaying of the Lord, which he ſpake by 
his ſervant Ahijah the Shilonite, -1 King. 
I5. 27, 28, 29, which was that he would 
take away the remnant of the houſe of 


Jeroboam, as 4 man taketh away _ £ 
ha 


zill all be zone, Chap. 14. 10. Nor 

Baaſha better ſucceſs then Feroboam 3 for 
his ſon Elah was ſlain in the like manner, 
and all the houſe of Baaſha deſtroyed, by 
his ſervant Zimri , who reigned in his 
ſtead, Chap. 16.8, &c. But his reign was 
not long : for ſeven dayes did meaſure 
both it and the remainder of his life, ver. 
I5,&c. Then were the people of 1ſraet 
divided into two parts 3 half of the peo- 


ple followed Tibni the ſon of Ginah to 


make him King : and _ followed Omri., 
But the people that followed Omri pre- 
wvailed againſt the people that followed 
Tibni the fon of Ginah : ſo Tibni dyed 
and Omri reigned , ver. 21, 22, And 
though Omri had the ſucceſſion of the 
Kingdom continued, not only in his ſon 
Ahab, but alſo in his two grandchildren 
Ahaziah 
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Ahaziah and Fehoram, yet then it was 
cut off by Fehu the ſon of Nimfhi, who 
conſpired againſt his Maſter Jehoram, 
and ſtew him, 2 King. 9. 10. Tea he ſlew 
all that remained of the houſe of Ahab in 
Jezreel, and all his great men and hu kinſ- 
folks, and his Prieſts, until he left him 
none remaining, ver, 1t, Then though 
the ſucceſſion " By continued in the poſtc- 
rity of Jehu longer then of any that were 
before him, ſo that his children of the 
fourth zeneration ſate on the Throne of 
Iſract, ver, 30, yet in thoſe dayes the 
Lord began to cut Iſrael ſhort * and Ha- 
zacl ſmote them in all the coaſts of Iſrael, 
ver. 32. The King of Sytia deſtroyed 
them , and made them like the duſt by 
threſhing, Chap. 13. 7. yea, the affut1on 
of Iſracl was wery bitter : for there was 
not any ſhut np, nor any left, nor any 
helper for Iſracl, Chap, 14. 20, Then 
againſt Zachariah the laſt of Fehu his ge- 
neration, who reigned bur tix moneths, 
Shallumthe ſon of Jabeſb conſpired , and 
flew him, and reigned in his. ſtead a full 
moneth, Chap. 15. 10, 13. Againſt hint 
Menahem the ſon of Gadi went up from. 
Tirzah, 
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Tirzah, and ſmote him, and ſlew hins, and 


reigned in his ſtead ten years, ver. 14,17, 


yea he ſmote Tiphſah , and all that were | 
therein, and the coaſts thereof from Tir- 


zah, becauſe they opened not 10 him, there- 
fore he ſmore it, and all the women therein 
that were with childe he ript up , ver. 16, 
In his dayes Pul the King of Aﬀfyria came 
againſt the land and Menahem gave 


\ Pul athouſand talents of ſilver ,' that his 


hand might be with him, to —_ the 
Kingdom in his hand. But Menahem 
exattcd the money of Uracl, even of all 
the mighty men of Wealth , of each man 
50 ſhekels of ſutver; to give to the Kine 
of Aſſytia, ver. 19, 20, Afret Mendhem, 
Pekahiah his ſon reigned in his ſtead two 
years, ver, 22, 23, But Pekah the fon of 
Remaliah, a Captain of his conſpired 4- 
gainſt him, and killed him, and reigned 
in his room rwenty years, ver, '25, 27: 
In his dayes came Tiglath-Pileſer King 
of Aſſyria, and took Tion, and Abel-Bethe 
maach', avd Janoah, and Kedeſh , 4nd 
Ha2or, and Gilead, and Galilee, af the 
land of Naphrali, and carryed them cap- 
rive to Aſſyria, And Hoſhea the ſon of 

H Elat 
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Elah wade 4 conſpiracy againſt Pekah the 
ſor of Remaliah ,. and ſmote hin, and 
reigned in his ſtead, ver, 29, 30, Hoſhea 
reigned in Samaria over I{racl, zine years. 
And he did that which was evill in the fight 
of the Lord, but not as the Kings of 1(- 
rael hat were before him (which yet is 
the beſt teſtimony given by the holy 
Ghoſt to any of them) Againſt him 
came up Shalmazeſer King of Aſſyria, 
and Hoſbes became his ſervant, and gave 
him preſents (or rendred him tribute) 
And the King of Aſlyria found conſpira- 
cy in Hoſhea : for he had ſent meſſengers 
z0 Se King of Egypt, and brought no 
preſent to the King of Aﬀlyria, as he had 
done year by year : therefore the King of 
Aſſyria ſhut him up and bound him in pri- 
ſon. Then the King of Aſſyria came up 
thorowout all the land, and went up 10 
Samaria., and beſieged it three years. 
In the ninth year of Hoſhea, the 
King of Aﬀſlyria took Samaria, and 
carryed Iiracl away into Aſlyria, aud 
pace them in Halah, and in Ha- 

or, by the River of Gozan, and in 
the Cities of the Medes, Chap, 17,1,Gc. 
de 
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So that in the divided Kingdom of 7/- 


rael, 


Vitema reſpondent promms ſervatur ad: imun | 
Dnualrs ab incepto proceſſerat, & /ibs cunſtat 
Progreſſs ſcelerum: 


As it-was raiſed, {o is was ruined by 
Rebellion. And though the Lord ſaid 
not that, he would blot out the name of 
Ifrael from under heaven, Chap. 14, 27, 
Yet he removed Iſrael out of hw ſteht, as 
he had ſaid by all his ſervants the Pro- 
phets : ſo Iſrael was carryed away out of 
their own land ro Aflyria, unto this day, 
Chap. 17. 23. Such a wotul exchange 
did Feroboam and the ten Tribes make, 
when they rent themſelves from the houſe 
of David and ſuch was the ſacceſs of 
their Rebellion from the firſt tothe laſt : 
as they never returned unto their allegi- 
ance, ſo they never recovered their Reli- 
gion, .nor ſhall do the one withour the 
other. For howſoever by the reſurrettion 
of the: dry bones, Ezck. 37. 1, &c. the 
dead bope of 7ſrael is revived, and God 


by his Prophet tels chem exprefly., Be- 
4 F H 2 KM bold, © 
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bold, oh my people, 1 will open your graves, 
and cauſe you to come up out of your gravec, 
and bring you into the land of Iſrael, 
And ye ſhall know that 'I am the Lord, 
when. 1 have opened your graves,' 6 my 
people, and brought you np out of your 
graves, and ſhall put my ſpirit in you, and 
9e ſhall live, and 1 ſhall place you in your 
own land, ver. 12, 13, 14, yet he ſhews 
them withall what courſe he will take to 
bring ir to paſs, ver. 19, Thws ſaith the 
Lord God, behold, 1 will take the ſtick of 
Jofeph, which « in the hand of Ephraim, 
and the tribes of I{rgel his fellows, and will 
put them with him , "even with the ſtick of 
Judah, and make them one ſtick, and they 
ſhall be one in mine hand, And ver, 21, 
Oc. Behold, I will take the children of 
Iſrael, from among the Heathen, &C. 
Whereby it is evident that ihe Tabernacle 
of David, which is fallen, and the rains 
thereof muſt be bxilt again and ſet up, 
that the reſidue of men may ſeek after 
the Lord, and and all the Gentiles upon 
whom his name ts called: as that paſſage of 
the Prophet Amos, Chap. 9.11, &c. 1s 
exprefly applycd by St. Fames, AR. 15. 
| I6, 17, 
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I6, 17. As the loſle of their Religion was 
the fruit of their Rebellion, {o the reſtitu- 
tion of their Religion, and the reunion of 
them all under the Government of one 
King muſt come together as inſeparable 
aſſociates. . 

A great deal more ' to the ſame pur- 
poſe may be found in other places of that 
and the other Prophets: And if the relation 
between all other Superiors andtheir Infe- 
riors, and eſpecially been Supreme Civil 
Magiſtrates and their Subjects, may fitly 
be underſtood by that of Parents and their 
Children (as it 1s certain ſuch expreſſions 
are oftentimes uſed by the holy Ghoſt 
in Scripture to that purpoſe ) I fee nor 
why that of the Prophet Malachy, Chap. 
4.6. He ſhall turx the heart of the Fathers 
70 their children, and the heart of the 
children to their Fathers, leſt I come and 
[mite the earth with a curſe ( ſpoken of 
Elijah the Prophet, when he ſhall be 
ſent to the people of God before the 
coming of the great and dreadtul day 
of the Lord ) may not be underſtood 
of ſome. extraordinary reſtquration of 
that mutual good correſpondence which 

H 3 anciently 
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anciently was berween Supertours and 
Inferiours, when rhoſe that ruled over 
men were juſt, ruling 45 in the fear of 
the Lord, and they that were {ubje&t 
ſubmitted themſelves unto every ordinance 
of man for the Lords ſake, when Da- 
vid delivered from the ſtrivines of the 
people, and mane the head of the Heathen, 
Pſal. 18. 43. fed Jacob and Iſrael arcor- 
ding unto the inteerity of his heart, and 
guided them by the skilfulneſs of his 
hands, Pal. 78. 72. when be reigued over 
all Tſracl, and executed judgement and 
Juſtice unto all bis people, 2 Sam, 8. 15, 
and when whatſoever the King did mw” 
all the people, 2 Sam, 3. 36. At leaſt, if 
we may conceive {( as ſome Interpreters 
do) that there is yet a further accom- 
pliſhment of- that propheſie concernin 
Elijah to be expected, beſides that whi 
our Saviour expreſly tels his Diſciples 
was fulfilled in Fohz the Baptiſt, Mar. 
II, I4. aSit is not to be doubted, but 
that there is yet a greater and much 
more dreadful day of the Lord. ro come 
hereafter, then ever hath been hitherto. 
And, if fo, out of queſtion the _ 
enac 
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that day. doth approach, the more they 
call for a curſe to'{mite the carth, that 
in Read of going before the Lord in the 
(ſpirit and power of Elias, to turm the 
hearts of the Fathers to the children, and 
rhe diſobediens to the wiſdom of the juſt, 
zo make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord, as the Angel foretels John the 
Baptiſt ſhould do, Luk. 1. 17, have ra- 
ther forſaken the right way, and are gone 
aſtray, following the way of Balaam the 
of of Boſor , who loved the wages of 
wnrighteouſneſs, ſpeaking perverſe things 
ro > 4 away diſciples after them, and 
teaching things which they ought not, for 
filthy lucre ſake, even to tile dominion, 
and ſpeak evil of digninies , to turn away 
the hearts of the children from their Fa- 
thers, and thoſe that eirher are or ſhould 
be wiſe to the diſobedience of the un- 
righteous, If ic be in the «nity of rhe 
faith that men muſt come unto the mea- 
ſure \of he ſtature of the fulneſs of _ 
and it we muſt ſpeak the truth in love,that 
we may grow up into him in all things 
which i the head, even Chriſt, Eph. 4. 
3. 15. no wonder that St. Paxl ceals fo 
H 4 carneltly, 
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earneſtly, as he doth with the Epheſians, 
ver. .1,2, 3. 1 therefore the priſoner of 
- the Lord beſeech you, that ye walke wor- 
thy of the wocation wherewith ye are cal- 
led, with all lowlineſs and meeknefi, with ' 
long-ſuffering , forbearing one another in 
Jove : Endeawvouring to keep the unity of 
the ſpirit in the boxd of peace, And with 
\ the Romans, Chap. 16. 17,18, 1 beſeech 
you, brethren, mark them which cauſe di- 
wiſions, and offences, contrary to the do- 
&rine which ye have learned, and avoid 
them, For they that are ſuch ſerve not our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly , 
and by good words and fair ſpeeches de- 
eeive the hearts of the ſimple, For by 
that long indudtion of ones, Eph. 4. 4, 
. $, 6. One body, and one ſpirit, &c, it is 
evident that diviſion may tend to the diſ- 
ſolutiqn, but can never make for the edi- 
fication, of the body of Chriſt, And this 
was the ground of Feroboams policy , 
according to that old Djabolical do- 
Etrine, Divide & impera, by a new in- 
v.nted falſe Religian ro maintain a late 
unlawfully uſurped royalty : eaſily fore- 
ſceing thar, 1} all 1/rae{had þurone God, 
| WEy 
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they would have bur one King too, 
x King. 12, 26, &c, The principality en- 
tailed upon David and his poſterity, to 
whom the Kingdom over 1ſrael was given 
by 4 covenant of ſalt, as Abijah \peaks, 
2 Chr. 13.5, and the Prieſthood , the 
honour whereof no man taketh to him- 
ſelf, bur he that is called of God , as was 
Aaron,Heb,5.4. conveyed unto Phinehas 
and his ſced after him by an everlaſting 
covenant of peace, Numb. 25, 12, 13. 
had ſuch a mutual correſpondence unto 
one another , that like the living crea- 
tures and the wheels, Ezek. 1, 15, Oc. 
which kept both time and place together 
in their motions, they ſtood and fell, 
they reſted and removed alike, Which 
arzument is ſtrongly urged by Ab1jah 
againſt Jeroboamm and the men of 1ſraet, 
2 Chr. 13,9. &c. Have ye not caſt out 
the Prieſts of the Lord the ſons of Aaron, 
and the Levites, and have made you 
Prieſts after the manner of the Nations of 
other Lands ? ſo that whoſoever cometh 
#0 conſecrate himſelf with a yonz bullock 
and ſeven rams, the ſame maybe a Prieſt 
of ther that are no gods, But as for ps 
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- the Lord i our God, and we have not 
forſaken him, and the Priefts which mi- 
miſter wnto ' the Lord are the ſons of 
Aaron, and the Levites wait #pon therr 
buſineſs, And they burn anto the Lord 
every morning, and tvery evening, burnt 
ſacrifices and ſweet incenſe: the ſhew-bread 
alſo ſet they in order wpon the pure table, 
and the candleſtick of gold, with the 
Lamps thereof to burn every evening : 
for we keep the charge of the Lord our 
Goa, but ye have forſaken him, And, be- 
hold, God himſelf s with us for our Cap- 
$4in, and his Prieſts with ſounding Trum- 
pets, to cry alarm againſt you - Ochilaren 
of Iſrael , fight ye not againſt the Lord 
God of your Fathers , for ye ſhall not 
proſper, And how they did, or rather 
* how they did nor, proſper in thar bartail, 
and ever after, we have ſeen already. 
Though their Rebellion were a weed 
that ſprung up ſpeedily, though it ſud- 
dainly arrived to the height of its growth, 
though it took ſuch deep root that it 
could never yet be removed , though 
Hydra-like it had a long ſucceſſion of 
heads, as one was cut oft another riſing 

up, 
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up, yet judgement found it ont at faſt, 
and the longer it had been deferred 
the deeper imprefſion it made whea it 
came. 


lk. 
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SecrT, XXll. 
Of Zedckiah, 2 King. 24. 20. 


He haft particular , which I will 
mention, is that of Zedekiah, and 

he is'the laſt of whom the Sacred Hi- 
ſtory ſaith, He rebelled, 2 King. 24.20. 
Jer. 52, 3. And of him it is obſerva- 
ble, Firſt, (as before of Feroboam ) that 
he was a beneficiary of the King of 
Babyloy, againft whom he rebelled, and 
was made King by him in ſtead of his 
elder brothers ſon to whom of right the 
Kingdom appertained, and who reigned 
in Feruſelem till he was removed by 
Nebuchadnezzar, 2 King. 24.8, yea , 
the King of Bebylon, to make it appear 
that, as he was King, he was bur his 
creature, exerciſed ſo much power over 
him, thar he changed his name, ver. 17. 
dealing 
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dealing with him as Pharaoh Necho had 
formerly done with his Father, Chap. 23. 
34. Butſeldom is there any more pro- 
digious ingratitude then of thoſe that are 
moſt obliged to be thankful : nor can a 
Kingdom , if not every way abſolute, 
put a period to the boundleſs ambition 
of an aſpiring man. Zedekiah thinks nor 
himſelf high enough,ſo long as Nebuchad- 
FeZZAr 15 yet above him. What the aime 
of Rebellion (for the moſt part, if not al- 
\  waysS)1is, plainly may be ſeen in the evenr. 
\ Rebels, itthey can prevail by power, al- 
© though they have no right 'at all, yer they 
will reign alone. Perhaps . it may be 
thought that Fehojakims right was now 
devolved unto. Zedekiah , at leaſt that 
during his kinſmans captivity the tutelary 
adminiſtration of the Kingdom apper- 
tained unto him as the next Prince of 
the bloud : and it may be that Nebuchad- 
-nezzar himſclt had an eye to that, when 
he mace. him King, But as in natural 
Philoſophy we ſay , 2uicquid recipitar 
recipitur ad modum recipientss , although 
a well be full of water, yet hethat comes 
- to draw ſhall bring up no more then his 
bucker 
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bucket - will hold-: fo is it as: true that 


cauſe ſecunde nihil agunt, niſi in virtute 
prime. If a fountain be ſtopr, the ſtreams 
chat iſſue rhence muſt needs be cut off, 
and when there is no more motion in 
the maſter-wheel, the reſt of neceffity 
muſt quickly ſtand ſtill. Subordinate au- 
thority. may not exceed the bounds of 
that Commiſſion which it receiveth from 
the Supreme, nor he that ſupplies the 
place of another, do more then he him- 
- felf might do, whoſe place he ſupplies. 
How abſolute ſoever and ſupreme thar 
Authority was , which the Kings of 
Fudah had before, yet now they were 
become ſervants ts the King of Babylon, 
2 King. 24, 2. and ſervice 1s defined by 
obedience. Rom, 6. 16. Know ye not, 
that to whom ye yield your ſelves ſervants 
z0 obey, his ſervants ye are to whom ye 
obey ? Serum eft , qui ſui juris non eff, 
ſed alieno dominio ſubjicitur, He is a 
ſervant, which is not ( as we fay ) his 
own maſter, but ſubje&t unto the domi- .. 
nion of another. To acknowledge ſub- 

je&tion as ſervants, and yet notwith- 
Randing ro challenge a ſuperiority over 
others 
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others.as Lords, or ſo-much as an 
lity with them, as their compeers, whom 
we contek our Soveraigns, mult needs be 
2 molt unreaſonable inconfiftent contra- 
diction. VVhas pazticulas condatious Ne- 
buchadue z2ar angaſed upon Zedetiah, 
when he made hin King, tbe text doth 
nat tell, us : but the leaſt thae tt can: be 
imagined they. might amount unto. muſt 
needs be, a4 he ſhould not rebel againſt 
bim: for fo much} was formerly cbal- 
pF, (although unjuſtly then) of Heze- 
ke a the name of Sexre- 
maal's bis js wah Ho 18, 20, m Z 
whom doſf thaw tr uſt thas then rebelleſt 
gainſh me ? —_— God had not 9 
given the Jews, and: their neighbour Na- 
ious, imorthe hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
King, of Bobylom to ferve him, Jer. 27. 
6. but likewiſe cxpreſly commanded Ze- 
dekiab,, and his Prieſts, and: bis people , 
by his Prophet Jeremiah, to bring their 
necks under the yoak ofthe King of Ba- 
bylon, and. to ferve him and his "people, 
ver. 12,7. SothatZedekiah by his Rebel- 
lion beake not only that bond of gratitude, 
wherein he ſtood obliged unto Nebachad 
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NeZ247 25 his benefaRtor. bur likewiſe that* 
bond of obedience, wherein he ſtood en- 
paged unto God himſelf, yea more the 

red bond of an oath, wherewith he had 
bound himſelf in the preſence of God un- 
to the King of Babylon, as was before ob- 
ſerved. Bar what was the iſſue of this 2 
Did Zedekiab and the Jews ſpeed better. 
with their Rebellion, then formerly Fe- 
roboam and the 1ſraelites had done with 
theirs > Not much for the preſent 3 for 
they likewiſe were led captive by the 
King of 4ſſyria, But as there was diffe- 
rence between their Rebelliqns in two 
reſpes, ſo was there berween their cap- 
tivities in one, The differences between 
their Rebellions where theſe, That of Fe- 
roboam and the 1ſraetites was an inteſtirie 
domeſtick civill Rebellion, whereby they 
tore aſunder as it weretheir own bowels, 
and rent themſelves as members from 
the head and the reſt of the fame body 
politick, This of Zedekiah and the Jews 
was only a Rebellion againſt a forain Aus» 
thority, to which they had not been ſub- 
je& uull of late, and unto which (except 
in point of diſcretion, when they were 
nor 
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not able to defend themſelves from that 
power by which ir was obtruded or 
them) they were not in any ordinary 
way obliged ro ſubmit themſelves, but 
only as God by his Prophet had in an ex- 
traordinary manner revealed his will thac 
they ſhould do ſo. That of Feroboarm and 
the Iſraelites, as it was begun many ages 
before againſt Rehoboam and the houſe of 
David, and thorow many ſuccefſions and 
changes of Kings continued flill, ſo was 
it ſeconded with a conſpiracy againſt 
Shalmaneſer King of Aſſyriaby Heſhea the 
laſt King of Tract : which though the 
Scripture do not call a Rebellion, yet in 
as much as it ſaith, Hoſhea became his ſer- 
want, and gave himpreſents (or rendered 
him tribute.) it appears to be no lefle. 
This of Zedekiah, as it was againſt a 
forainer only, fo wasit not of any long 
ſtanding, his brother Pehojakim was the 
firſt that become ſervant to the Kine if 
Babylon three years, then he returred and 
rebelled againſt him, 2 King. 24.1. and 
the whole time from the beginning of Je- 
hojakims to the end of Zedekiahs teign 


was at the moſt but twenty two years and 
three 
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three toneths, The difference between 
heir captivities was, that of the 1ſraelires 
wasa long continued, yea hitherto indeed 
an endleſs captivity, This of the Fews 
was bur for 70 years only, and then they 
returned to their own land, and had both 
their civil Policy in ſome ſotr reſtored , 
and the Temple , for the publick and 
ſolemn exerciſe of their Religion reedi- 
fied , and in ſuch a magnificent manner; 
that the Prophet Haggat foretold the glory 
of that latter houſe ſhould be greater then 
of the former, Hag. 2. 9. and the Prophet 
Zechariah, that the great mountain before 
Lerubbabel the Governour of Judah ſhould 
become a plain, and that he ſhould bring 
forth the head-ſtone thereof with ſhoutings, 
crying, Grace, Grace unto it, Lech, 4. 7. 
Such odds there is between Gods dealing 
with them that Rebel againſt their own 
domeſtick Governours, and together with 
their Allegiance lay aſide their Religion, 
and with them that retaining the publick 
profeſſion of the true Religion in the 
ſolemn ſervice rhereof, and continuing 
conſtant in their Loyal ſubje&tion to their 
own ordinary Governours, are ted = by 
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their example and authority to oppoſe 
makraods againſt mz _ 
ling over them by power , though God 
in his providence have diſpoſed it to be 
ſo, and. given extraordinary evidence of 
his pleaſure to that purpoſe. Yet in both 
we may obſerve Rebellion breaking 
down the banksto let in that deluge of de- 
ſtruction, which was ready prepared to 

e the quarrel! of Gods covenant a- 


ave 
gainſt his own peculiar people. 
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SECT. XXIII. 


No intent of application to particulars : 
but an addition of ſomething con- 
cerning two Arch-rebels, the De- 


vill 'and Antichriſt. 


6 An have I endeavoured, by whar 
I finde obſervable in holy Scri- 
pture, concerning the nature of Rebell;- 
oy , together with the properties and 
practiſes of Rebels, to diſcover the true 
uſe of the Name, and to ſhew who they 


are 
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are that may be rightly called Zebels, by 
them who have learnt to ſpeak the lan- 
guage of the holy Ghoſt, For any par- 
ticular application , eſpecially ſuch as 
may refle& upon the preſent Occurren- 
ces of theſe times, as I did not intend it 
at the firſt, ſo I will not go about irnow. 
Though this that hath been ſaid, may mis 
niſter juſt occaſion unto every one thar 
ſees it, to ſay unto himſelf, as the Diſci- 
ples did unto our Saviour, when he told 
them , thar one of them ſhould betray 
him, /s#t 1? and 7sit 1? Mar. 14: tg, 
yer few I ſuppoſe are fit to ſay to others, 
as Nathan did to David , Thos art the 
man, 2 Sam. 12. 7. Or as our Saviour did 
unto Fudas, Thou haſt ſaid, Mar. 26. 25, 
For my ſelf, I holdit far better to follow 
that rule of St, Paul, Phil, 2, 3, Let n0- 
thing be done through ſtrife or wvainelory, 
but in lowlineſs of minde, let each efteem 
other better then themſelves : and Gal, 6. 
4,5. Let every man prove his own work, 
and then ſhall he have rejoycing in himſelf 
' alone, and n0t in another ; then tointer- 
|. meddle as a buſie body in other mens 
tnarters, 
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Yet in ſtead of application to particu- 
lars, I will be bold to add ſomething 
concerning two forts of Arch-rebels , 
which hicherto I have forborne to { peak 
of : partly becauſe I do not remember 

' any mention made of them in Scripture 
under that notion, at leaſt not according 
to our Engliſh tranſlation : and partly be- 
cauſe the one lies without the compaſs of 
humane Rebellion, unto which I ar firſt 
confined this Diſcourſe, and the other is 
incombered with many Controverſies , 
which when they will be determined ſo, 
as to give general ſatisfaftion unto all, 
it is not caſie to foreſee. I mean the 
great Dragon, that old Serpent called the 
Devil and Satan, Rev. 12, 9. and the Az- 
tichriſt, that man of ſin, the ſon of perdi- 
tion, 2 Theſl. 2. 3. whom though I men- 
tion but as two particulars in the ſingular 
number, yer I ſtick not to call them two 
ſorts of Arch-rebels, as comprehending 
many individuals under them, becauſe I 
obſerve the holy Ghoſt in Scripture to 
diſcover ſo much of them, and to ſpeak 
plainly, not only of one, bur alſo of many 

oth Devils and Antichriſts:: as Luk.$.30. 
Mazy * 
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Many Devils were entred into him, and 
x Iohn 2. 18. As ye have heard that Anti- * 
chriſt ſhall come, even now are there many 
Amtichriſts. Of theſe I ſhall uow endea- 
your to ſhew that they may indeed be 
rightly called Arch-rebels, by taking no- 
tice of ſome remarkable paſlages in Scti- 
pture , wherein by their properties and 
praRiſes their rebellious diſpoſitions are 
diſcovered, 


hm 


SECT. XXIV. 


Of the arch-authour of Rebellion, the 
Devil. 


Or the firſt, I obſerved before out of 
S$chindley,chat the Rabbins cal the De- 
vilqng, becauſe he fell away or revolted 
from God.St.Fuae cals Devils,the Angels 
which kept not their firſt eſtate(or principa- 
lity) 6ut left their own habitation, ver 6,we 
muſt underſtand it according ro that of 
Saint Peter, 2 Pct. 2.4. they ſinned: and 
all fin (as was ſhewed in the beginning} 
lsia a larger ſenſe rebellion againſt God, 
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eſpecially, (and even inthe lrieſt ſenſe 
that may be) ſuch a ſin as that of the De- 
vils may well be conceived to have been, 
in reſpe&t of the quality thereof (al- 
though the kind bs not certainly known) a 
fin of obſtinate ſtubborn perverſeneſs. So 
that of the Prophet 7ſai«b ſpeaking of Z- 
egypt, chap, 19. 14. The Lord hath min- 
gled a perverſe ſpirit (or aſpirit of per- 
vetſeneſs) in the midſt thereof, is reck- 
oned by ſome amongſt the names of the 
Devil. Saint Paz! calls him Belial, 2 Cor, 
6. 15. which Saint Hierome renders Apo» 
ftata, prevaricator, & abſque jugs, Lib,s, 
com, in Iſaiam, an apoſtate, a prevarica- 
ror, and without yoak. He is an adver- 
ſary thar not oncly oppoſcth himſclf both 
againft God and againſt man, and cſpeci- 
ally againſt him that is both God and 
man Chriſt Jeſus, and thoſe men thar are 
in a ſpecial manner honoured by God a- 
bove others when he raiſcth them up to be 
inſtruments of his honour, as Zech, 3. 1. 
He ſhewed me Toſhua the high Prieft ftand- 
ing before the Angel of the Lord, and $4- 
#an ſtanding at his right hand 10 reſiſt him 
(or to be his adycrfary) but that ſets on 
| others 
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others alfo to oppoſe them. All the op- 
itton that was, or is, or ever will be 
made againſt God by men, or by men a- 
gainft one another in any thing wherein 
they ought to ſubmit themſelves and yield 
obedience, is the fruit of his malignity. 
He is the God of this world, that blindeth 
the minds of them that believe not,2 Cor. 
4:4. He is the Prince of the pewey of the 
air that worketh in the children of diſobe- 
dience, Eph. 2. 2. Heit is, that with his 
Angels maketh war in heaven, and fighteth 
againſt Michael and his Angels,Rev.12.7. 
He it is, that ſhall go out to deceive the n4- 
thens which are in the four quarters of vhe 
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 10- 
gether tobattel, Rev.20.8. Ir was hethat 
beguiled our firſt Parents , and brought 
them to rebell againſt God by eating the 
forbidden fruit, Gen.3.13. It was he that 
ſer on the men of S$hechem rodeal trreach- 
crouſly with Abimelech, Fudg. 9. 23. It 
was he that undertook to be a lying ſpirit 
in the mouth of A4habs Prophets, to per- 
ſwade him that he might go up and fall ar 
Ramoth Gilead ,t Kings 22.22, It was he, 
hat made three ſeverall attempts upon 
| I 4 the 
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the Son of God himſelf, Mar.4. 1,05. It 
was he,thatentercd intoZ#das, Joh. 13.27. 
made him betray his Maſter, and ſell him 
rothe Jews for thirty pieces of filver. In a 
word, he that commuteth ſin is of the De- 
vil, for the Devil ſinneth from the begin- 
wing : for this purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted,that he might deft roy the works 
of the Devil, 1 Fonn 3. 8, It Rebellion 
then be (in, it is the Devils work : and if 
it be not fin, (as 1faid before) itis not 
properly called Rebellion. The Devil then 
is the Arch-rebel of all,as he that was both 
the firſt finner himſelf, and the firſt inſti- 
ator of men unto fin, But this is gene- 
ral,for the Rebellion of men againſt men, 
thar is, the obſtinate oppoſition of inferi- 
ours againſt their ſuperiours , ro whom 
they ſhould be ſubjeR, and ſubmit them- 
{clves, that the Devil himſelf hath a more 
immediate operation upon men in that fin, 
then in ſome others, is not onely cvident 
by that which hath been already alledged 
out of Rev.12.7. and Reve20. 8. and by 
the particular inſtances of the Shechemites 
and F»das, but may further appear if we 
conſider, that the evils of thelatter __ 
Ore» 
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foretold by St. Paul, 2 Tim. 3. 1, &c. and 
inſtanced in ſuch particulars eſpecially , 
as are the moſt proper either caules, 
ſymptoms, or prognoſticks of Rebellion, 
are b the ſame Apoſtle referred to mens 
departing from the faith, and giving heed 
to ſeducing ſpirits and dottrines of De- 
vils, 1 Tim, 4. 1, Kebel;on is {uch anun- 
reaſonable ſin, that if there were not a 
Devil to teach, there would hardly be 
found a man to practiſeir, And therefore 
it is worth our obſervation, that St, Paul, 
ſpeaking of that man of ſin the childe of 
perdition, to whom ( as we ſhall fee in 
the next Seton ) the publick profeſſion 
of Rebeſſton is in a ſpecial manner pro- 
per above others, 'ſaith of him, that hs 
coming is after the working of Satan , 
with all power, and ſigns, and lying won- 
ders, and with all decetveableneſs of un- 
righteouſneſs, 2 Theſl, 2. 9, 10. Intima- 
ting that there is a ſpecial work of Satan 
in at, when ſuch ſtrong deluſion is ſent un- 
to men that they ſhould believe ſuch an 
Antichriſtian lie, tendered unto them un- 
der the colour of a Chriſtian truth, as the 
dodcrine of Rebellion is. 
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Beffdes, if we obſerve what evik they 
are that nſ{ually precede Rebellion, as the 
cauſes outof which it ſprings, go along 
with it, as companions and affoctares, or 
ſacceed ir, as the effe&ts and fruirs which 
it bringeth forth , we may finde them © 
ſuch as the Devil hath a ſpecial opera- 
tromn. 

Of the firſt ſort is ezvy, Tit. 3. 3. We 
our ſelyts were ſometimes fooliſh, drſobe- 
dient deceived living in malice and 
envy. And of envy St. Fames ſaith, The 

Irie that dwellerh in us luſteth to envy, 

am, 4. 5. Vhar ſpirithe meanerh we 
may ſee by char in the 7. verſe, qefft the 
Devil and he will flee from you. 

Ofthe ſecond fort are lying and hypo- 
crifie, 1 Tim. 4. 1,2. 1n the later times 
ſome ſhall depart from the faith , ziving 
beedto ſeducing ſpirits and dofirines . of 
Devils, ſpeaking lies in hypocrifie. And 
for lying our Saviour himſelf afcribes ir 
tro the Devil as hisown proper fin, Joh, 
8. 44. When heſpeaketh a lie , he ſpeaketh 
of his own : for he « a ler, and the fa- 
ther of it. For Hypocrifie, when Saran fals 
from heaven, it is as Hehrning, Luk. 10. 
| 18, and 


_— 


The right Rebel. 124 

13. and, becauſe Satan himſelf is rranf- 
formed into an Angel of light , therefore 
it isno great thing , if his miniſters alſs 
be transformed as the Miniſters of righte- 
ouſneſs, 2 Cor. 11, 14, 15, So St, Peter 
expoſtulates with Ananias his hypocrilie, 
AR. 5.3. Why hath Satan filled thine heart 
zo lie unto the holy Ghoſt ? 

Of the third fort are ruin» , deſolation 
and deſtrutFion, Prov. 17. 11, An evil 
man ſeeketh only Rebellion , therefore 4 
cruel meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſt him. 
And what more cruel meſſenger ts there, 
can there be, then the Angel of” the bot- 
tomleſs pit, whoſe name in the Hebrew 
tongue us Abaddon, but in the Greek 
rongue hath his name Apollyon, that is to 
ſay, 4 deftroyer ? Rev. 9. 11. Or rather, 
what meſſenger cither is or can be cruet, 
that js not of that evill one, who was a 
murtherer from the beginning, Toh. $. 

4. and ſtill as a roaring Lyon walketh 4- 
out, ſeeking whom he may devour ? 
x Per. 5. $. And what courſe of pro- 
cceding in judgement can be more juſt, 
then that the fame Devil, who is the prin- 
cipal aurhor of fin , ſhould be the prin- 


cipal 


_ 
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cipal inſtrument of puniſhment alſo , 
unto rebels, and they the ſons of per- 
dition, as well as the ſons of rebellion , 
with ſpecial relation unto him as their 
Father. 


SECT. XXY, 


Of the arch-inſtrument of Rebellion 
the Antichriſt. 


Utto deſcend from this arch-author 

of Rebellion the Devil, to him that 
i5 next him, although not in time, yet in 
eminence of aCtivity in this kinde , the 
arch-inſtrument of Rebellion Antichriſt, 
the whole body of his profeſſion and 
praQticeis ſignificantly ſtyled by the A- 
poſtle ammoiz falling away, 2 Theſl, 2. 3. 
Concerning him the Scripture indeed 
hath not ſaid much, and that whichis ſaid 
of him is not by way of hiſtorical Narra- 
tion, but of Propherical prediion, and 
ſo much the harder to be rightly under- 
ſtood , becauſe parriality and prejudice 
are alwaycs apt to interpoſe peculiar in- 
___rereſis, 


( 


» 


T 
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tereſts, whereby Interpreters many times 
are too much carryed away in. the ap- 
plication of that 7» hyporheſs, which ge- 
nerally propounded as :# thefi only might 
have been admitred without any great 
exception , or peradventure without fo 
much as any queſtion made of it. I ſhall 
for the preſent content my ſelf with the 
mention of two remarkable paſſages of 
Scripture, which I think will 

on all hands acknowledged to ſpeak of 
Antichriſt, and; not only fo , but of that 
great Antichriſt, to whom, above others, 
that name by way of excellence doth ap- 
pertain. 

The one ſhall be that of the Apoſtle 
before quoted, 2 Theſl. 2. 3, &c. where, 
to omit all other particulars, the rebell:- 
ous diſpoſition of him that is there de- 
{cribed , hath theſe notorious marks to 
make ir manifeſt, 

Firſt,as I ſaid before,the whole body of 
his profeſſion and praQtice is tmrada, 4 fal- 
ling aw4y:we muſt underſtand it as St. Paxl 
doth, 1 Tim, 4. 1. That in the latter times 
ſome ſhall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to ſeducing ſpirits and doctrines of —_— 3 
\ then 


be calily 
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then which there can be no more eminent 
a&t of rebellion againſt God. 

Secondly, he 15 ſtyled fenanter, that 
man of ſin: and if (as before) all ſin be 
Rebellion againſt God, that man of fin 
muſt in effe&t be as much as that man 
of rebellion, and rebellion not an adhe- 
rent adjun& ſo much as an eſſential in- 
gredientin his conſtitution. 

Thirdly, he is called the ſon of perditi- 
on, a title which the holy Ghoſt in Scri- 
pture hath never given unto any other, 
a1 only unto Judas that betrayed his 
Maſter, Joh, 17.,12, And the word 
tranſlated perdition. 4 mwaue  (Cems, as it 
is uſed by St. Paul, Heb, 10. 29. in a 
ſpecial manner ro denote a judgement 

eculiarly proper unto them, who are by 
im there rermed drawers back, non; , 
ſubaud! r:4s, fons of ſubduftion. Berza 
on the former verſe obſcrves, that the 
word there uſed by the Apoſtle as 
moe) if any man draw back, 15 the 
ſame by which the Hebrew word nz 
Hab, 2, 4. is rendred in the Greek, nyDy 
inn) , elatacſt : ea ratione, ſaithhe, 
quod illud proprie ſignificet ſeſe in arcens 
aliquam 
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aliquam quaſi tutiorem locum recipere, aut 
in ea ſe meri,quod viderur facere quiſquis 
deſerts Deo, alibi ſe rutiorem fore exiſti 
mat : becauſe it properly fſignifieth ro 
berake himſelf into ſome Tower as a 
ſafer place, or to defend himſelf in ir , 
which he may ſeemto do, who forſaking 
God doth think that he can be ſafer any 
where elſe. Schindler renders it, asdax, 
or preſumnoſa fatta eſt, is become bold 
or preſumptuous. It is the ſame word 
that is uſed, Numb. 14. 44. when Moſes 
ſaith, they preſumed to go up unto the hill 
top ; for which he expreſly accuſeth them 
ot Rebellion , Deut, 1. 43. Tow would 
not hear, but rebelled againſt the com- 
mandement of the Lord , and went pre- 
ſumptuouſly up into the hill, So rhe ſon 
of perdition ſeems to be as much as one 
deſperately devoted unto that. deſtructi- 
on, which is the proper puniſhment of 
thar preſumption, whereby obedience is 
withdrawn from God through confi- 
dence in ſomething elſe. And that in all 
Rebellion there is ſome ( ar leaſt ſuppo- 
ſed) ground of confidence, which gives 
encouragement thereunto, is intimated 

in 


: 
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in that phraſe of Rabsbakeh to Hezekiah, 
2 Kin, 18, 19, 20, What confidencess this 
wherein thou truſteſl? thoa ſayſt (but they are 
but vain words) I have counſel and ſtrength 
or the war,now 0n whom doſt thon truſt, that 
thou rebelleſt againi? me 2 AndI am confi- 
dent,that never was nor is or will be any 
praQtice of Rebellion againſtGod or man, 
but accompanied with an cxpeRation (at 
+ leaſt inthe beginning)of ſuch good ſucceſs 
at laſt, as will ſufficiently recompenſe the 
coſt and pains, and peril of the buſineſs, 
both in the onſet at the firſt, and proſecu- 
tion afterward. Yea I think I may ſafely 
fay it iSimpoſſible for any man to walk is 
the imagination of his own heart, but he 
which bleſſeth himſelf in his heart, ſaying 
T shall have peace, Deut.29 19. 
Foutthly, it is ſaid, Who oppoſeth and 
exalteth himſelf above all that is called 
God, or that is worſhipped, ſo that he, as 
God, fitteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing 
himſelf that be is God, This whether it 
be underſtood of profefied open oppoliti- 
on, and cxalration bytviolence and force, 
or that whichis ſecret and cloſe, by frau- 
dulent deccit and infinuation, under an 
a hypoctiticall 
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bypoctiticall ſhadow of ſubjeion and 
pretended friendſhip: and whether by all 
that is called God and worſhipped we un- 
derſtand him that alone by nature of hi\m- 
ſelf is ſuch, who oxely bath immortality 
dwelling in the light , which no man can ap- 
proach unto, 1 Tim.6. 16. Qc thoſe to 
whom that name is imparted by reaſon of 
their offices onely, wherein they exerciſe 
ſupreme humane authority on garth. This 
I fay however underftood dothevidence in 
him of whom it is ſpoken, the moſt rebel- 
lious diſpoſition that may be, both break 
ing aſunder all bonds ' of ſubjeRion, 
and tranſcending all' bounds of mode- 
ration : who (to uſe the expreſſion of 
the Propher upon another occaſion, al- 
though not much unlike) enlargetch bis 
deſire as hell, andis as death, and cannot 
be ſatisfied, but gathereth unto him all na- 
tions , and beapeth unto him all people, 
Hab.2.6. 

The other place, which I will mention 
is that of Rev.1t.7. where itis (aid, that 
when the two witneſſes are about ts finiſh 
theirteſtimony, the beaſt that aſcendeth out 
of the battomleſs pit ſhail mak: war againſt 

K then 
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them, and sball overcome them and kill 
them, By the beaſt that aſcendeth out of 
the bottomleſs pit, I ſuppoſe it will not 
be denycd by any, but that we muſt un- 
derſtand the Antichriſt, who the two wit- 
. meſſes are will not be ſo cafily determined, 
The Papiſts,fay they, are Henoch and El:- 
& , whom they conceive to be yct alive in 
the body (or in mortall fle(b) and that to 
this wa , that when Antichriſt cometh 
they may oppoſe themſelves unto him, 
prelervethe cle& in the faith of Chriſt, 
and at the length convert the Jews. Some, 
Pro:eſtants ſay, they are the ſacred Scri- 
ptures, and companies of bclievers. Some 
allthe Miniſters of the word, which in 
the dayes of Antichriſt ſhall oppoſe them- 
ſelves to him, teaching and miintaining 
the truth of the Goſpel : and if any man 
weuld ſay, (which yet I will not that the 
two witneſſes are Chriſtian, Orthodox, 
' Principality and Prelacy, not in the con- 
crete, 'but in the abſtract (I mean all ſuch 
ſupreme governours, both Civill and Ec- 
clefiaſticali, as in Countries at one time or 
other under the Juriſdiction of the great 
City,do with authority and power pub- 
lickly 
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lickly profeſſe and maintain the ancient, 
Orthodox , Chriſtian Religion , againſt 
the innovations, hercſtes, idolarries and 
tyrannies of Antichriſt, not in reſpe& of 
their perſons ſo much, as of that authori- 
ty and power which properly belongeth 
unto them in their places, perapventure, 
as much might bepleaded from the Text 
it ſelf, in behalf of that opinion, as of a- 
ny other. 

Bur to leave that with a xondum conſftet 
for the preſent amongſt other queſtions 
not reſolved on, quarum adhn ſub judice lis 
eſt, ler the two witneſſes be who they 
will be, if the beaſt thataſcendeth out.of 
the bottomleſs pit be the Antichriſt, thar 
which is there ſaid of them and of him 
will ſufficiently manifeſt his rebellious dif- 
poſition, ſecond ro none, except it be that 
of the Devil himſelf. For of them it is 
ſaid, Firſt, they are the witneſſes of Feſus 
Chriſt, the mighty Angel that came down 
from haven cloathed with a cloud , and 4 
rainbow on his head, and his face as it were 
the ſun, 4nd bis fees as pillars of fire,chap. 
10.1. = - 
Secondly , what they do as witneſſes 

K 2 there 
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there called propheſying) is given unto 
them by him to do, ver, 3. Thirdly, they 
Fand before the God of the Earth, as two 
Olive trees, and two Candleſticks, ſecret- 
ly ſupplyed by him with ſuch ſpiritual fat- 
neſs as maintains their Lamps ſtill burn- 
ing 10 give light to others, ver, 4. Fourth- 
ly, Fire proceedeth out of their months and 
devoureth their Enemies : If any man will 
hurt them, he muſt in this manner be kil- 
led, ver. 5. Fiftly , They have power to 
ſhut Heaven, that it rain not in the days 
of their propheſie : and have power over 
waters to turn them to bloud, and to ſmite 
the Earth with all plagues as often as they 
w:ll, ver. 6. 

" Of him it isſaid, Firſt, He ſhall make 
war againſt them : Secondly , He F aug | 
overcome them; Thirdly, He ſhall kill them: : 
and all this then, when they are about to 
finiſh their teſtimony , when they have 
made a good progreſs in the perform- 
ance of their work already,. but yet have 
not brought it to the full perfeQion, 
ver, 7. That which is done againſt the 
witneſſes of Jeſus Chriſt, is eſteemed by 
him as done againſt himſelf, Luk.10.16. 
ARs 
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Aas9. 4. eſpecially whileſt they are do- 
ing that which is given.unto them by him 
to do, to the doing whereof they are 
not only appointed and ordained, but 
alſo enabled and aſſiſted by him , yea, 
whileſt they are in preſence of God , be- 
fore his face, and are armed with ex- 
traordinary power tO take yengeance up- 
on all, that arecither their own or his 
profeſſed Enemies, Yet he that, as 

God, fitteth in the Temple of God, ſhewin 
himſelf that he is God, not only fighteth, 
bur maketh war againſt them, and that 
with ſuch violence, that he overcomerh 
them ; and not content to have conquered 
only , killeth them alſo. So that he nor 
only oppoſeth himſelf unto them in their 
prophecying by his ſecrer practiſes , bur 
by his open profeſſion alſo,and that moſt 
reſumptuouſly before the face of God 
imſelf , neither daunted ar his preſence 
with them, nor diſmayed at the appear- 
ance of his power in them ; although that 
power extend it ſelf as high as Heaves, 
and as low as Earth, to the ſhutting of the 
one, that it r4in not in the dayes of their 
propheſie, and to the ſmiring of the other 
" with 
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with all plagues, as often as they will. Al- 
though they can tur» the waters into 
bloud', and kill thoſe that will 'hurt them 
with the fire that proceedeth out of their 
mouths , aud devoureth their Enemies : 
yet none of theſe things move himy but in 
the madnels of his rage he ruſheth on ſo 
furiouſly, that for the time he bears down 
all before him , and never thinks them 
enough overcome, whileſt life is left in 
them, but to. complear his conqueſt over 
them, as he imagineth, for ever killeth 
them, That which followeth .of their 
bodies not ſuffered to be put in graves, 
ver.9, I mention not, becauſe till accom- 
pliſhment lend further light to lead us 
unto the true underſtanding of the Pro- 
phefie, ir cannot be certainly known 
whether that be intended as a further evi- 
dence of Antichriſtian cruelty, or as an 
effe& of Chriſtian confidence, and cour- 
tefie rowards the two witneſſes : though 
ſome things in the Text ſeem more ap- 
pliable unto the later. then unto the for- 
mer acceptation, But without that, there 
is enough in the other three particulars 
to convince the Antichriſt of Arch-re- 

| bellion 
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bellion againſt God and man, in that he 
maketh war againſt thoſe men that are 
witneſſes for Chriſt until he overcomethy 
them, and having overcome, doth kill 
them 3 that is, as much as lyes in him de- 
prive them of their very being , ſuch as 
was given them by Chriſt, robe not only 
for a time interrupting the Propheſie, 
and over-turning them as Candleſticks, 
that - they may. nor hold out Lamps of 
light to others, but even deſpoyling them 
of all poſſibility of ever doing any thing 
as ſuch again , by rooting them up as 
Olive trees, not leaving ſo much as the 
ſtocks or ſtumps of them in the earth, 
ro bud and bring forth any new ſucceſh- 
on of boughs and branches. If - Rab- 
' ſhakeh urge it as an evidence of rebelli- 
0n againſt Senacherib King of Aſſyria in 
Hezekiah, Thar he would turn away the 
face of one Captain of the leaſt of his ſer- 
vants, 2 King. 18. 24. If the Holy ghoſt 
take notice of it as an eminent act of 
rebellion in the Iſraelites, that when Re- 
hoboam (ent Adoram, who was over the 
tribute, they ſtoned him with ſtones that 


he dyed, 1 King, 12. 18. 24. If God by 
K 4 his 
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his Prophet interpret it rebellion in Zede- 
kiah againſt the King of Babylon, that he 
{ent Embaſſadours ihto Egypt, that they 
might give him Horſes and much people, 
thinking by that means to ſfrengrhen him- 
ſelf againſt the King of Babylon,Ezck.17. 
'15, How much more mult it be rebellion 
.in the A4ztichriſt, not only to turn away 
the faces, but evenitorake away the lives, 
not of one, but of two, yex of all, not the 
leaſt, but the greateſt; of the ſervants of 
Tefus Chriſt, and thar in the preſence of 
God himſelf, to deprive them of that 
power. which he akgives them , both 
in Heaven and in: Earth, and over the 
moſt active. Elements , and inſtruments 
-of his anger, fire and water, not only to 
ſtrengthen him againſt them , bur even 
to take away all ftrength, yea, all exi- 
Nence, and being ſuchas they were, from 

-them ? | 
All thts, is evident. in the Text, and 
cannot be denyed to be true concerning 
the . Antichriſt , the Beaſt that aſcenderh 
out of the bottomleſs pit, generally taken, 
as in Theſi only, Should 1 deſcend unto a 
particular application of it 1» kypotheſs 
unto 
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unto the See of Rope , the Pope and his 
adherents 3 and take notice of all rhat is 
practiſed and profefled by them, whileſt 
the four vials are in pouring out upon 
them ( wherein peradventure.che power 
of the 1wo witneſſes is moſt eminently ex- 
erciſed, and unto which that war which 
the Beaſt doth make againſt them,where- 
in they are overcome and killed by him, 
doth moſt appear to ſynchroniſe) 1 doubr 
not, but I might find cauſe enough, to 
ſay, That ſince God created man upon 
the Earth, the Sun never ſaw Rebellion 
raigning with ſo high a hand atany time, 
oramonglt any other people: Yea,ſhould 
all the rebellions that ever were in the 
world before, be put together., this of 
the Antichriſt in one reſpe& or other 
would ſurpaſs them all, And taking it 
for granted, that the Pope is the Anti- 
chriſt , and that Rebellion, both againſt 
God and man, is now a dayes practiſed 
by ſome that- profeſs themſelves Chriſti- 
ans ; I ſhould make no great ſcruple to 
call it, not only finful and devilliſh, bur 
alſo Antichriſtian and Popiſh Rebellion, 
alrhough rhe perſons that praftiſe it, 
ſhould 
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ſhould publickly proteſt that they are, 
and ſolemnly vow and ſwear ten thou- 
land times over, that they will be al- 
wayes utter Enemies to Antichriſt and 
all Popery. For, 1 am confident, thar as 
the ten horns, which are upon the Beaſt, 
are they that in the end, when the words 
of God ſhallbe fulfilled, ſhall hate the 
Whore, and make her deſolate and naked, 
and ſhall eat her fleſh and burn her with 
fire, Rev. 17. 16, 17. ſo in the mean 
time it hath been, is, and will be one of 
the principal properties of the myſtery of 
zniquity, 2 Theſl, 2. 7. to work by con- 
traries, and to be moſt of all builded up 
by thoſe hands that moſt pretend to pull 
it down. Our of queſtion there is ſome- 
thing more then ordinary in it, thar he 
who makes war. againſt the two witneſſes, 
and overcometh them, and killeth chem, 
is ſtyled notonly « beaſt riſing up ont of 
the Sea, but a beaſt coming up out of the 
earth, Rev. 13. 1, 11, but the beaſt that 
afcendeth out of the bottomleſs pit : it may 
be in reſpe& of thoſe groundleſs depths 
of deceir, which are practiſed by him in 


managing that war, wherein above 0- 
thers 
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chers he proves unhappily ſuccesful, G3n- 
cendo certior exul, And of all the depths 
of Satan I cannot umagine how there 
ſhould be any dceper then that out of 
which thoſe grand deceivings are drawn, 
wherewith they ſport themſelves that 
lay, Lt us do evil that good may come, 
whoſe damnation # juſt, Rom. 3.8, If 
there | be any one things above others, 
which the Antichriſt may properly chal- 
lenge as peculiar to himſelf, I think it is 
the profeſſed pratiſe of Rebellion of pur- 
poſe to . promote. pretended Religion. 
For nothing can be more dire&ly - 
lite both unto the doctrine and pradtiſe of | 
Chriſt himſelf, and his Apoſtles, of Or- 
thodox. Chriſtians in the primitive times 
of the Church, and of all genuine Pro- 
reſtants fince the Reformation : from 
which they that now adayes recede can- 
not chooſe bur make themſelves tranſ- 
greſlors, by building again the things 
which they deſtroyed, 'and may very fit- 
ly be ſpoken unto,as the bewitched Gals- 
tians are by St. Paal, Are ye ſo fooliſh ? 
Having begun in tbe ſpirit, are ye now 
made perfect by the fleſh ? Gal.3.3. Whar 
ſtrange 
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ſtrange kinde of Logick other men have 
learnt I- cannot tell ,: |but - ro me -ir 
ſeems altogether inconſiſtent with the 
rules of right reaſon, that any bur 
/Popiſh Antichriſtian concluſions ſhould e- 
ver be inferred upon properly Popiſh An- 
 tichriſtian premiſes, Nor can Iconcetve 
how the beaſt that aſcendeth out of the 
bottomleſs pit, ſhould ever cither kill or 
overcome the two witneſſes, unleſs it be 
by the means of ſome men , that take 
upon them to propheſie, as they do, 
clothed in Sackcloth. If the fire that ws 
_ ceedeth out of their mouths devourerh their 
profeſſed Enemies, I know not how any 
(what ever their will- be ) ſhould have 
power to do them hurt, except it be ſome 
of their pretended friends. Certainly the 
Beaſt. that ſpake as a Dragon, could ne- 
ver have deceived them that dwell upon 
the Earth ſo as he did, but that he had 
two Horns like a Lamb, Rev. 13 .11, &c, 
Nor did St. Pal need to have been ſo jea- 
lous over the Corinthians , left by any 
means,as the Serpent beguiled Eve through 
hes ſubtilty, ſo their minds ſhould be cor- 
rupted from the ſimplicity that. & in 
| Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, had not the falſe Apoſtles been de- 
ceirful workers, sransforming themſelves 
into the Apoſtles of Chriſt, as the Mini- 
fters of righteouſneſs, 2 Cor. 11.2,3. 14, 
Is. Thoſe that troubled the Galatians, 
and would pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
Gal. 1. 7. wereſuch as deſired to make 4 
fair ſbew in the fleſb,chap.6.12. Nor were 
the Elders of Epheſws warned by St. Paul 
to take heed of the grievous Wolves on- 
ly, that ſhould enzer in among them not 

aring the flock : but of thoſe men alſo, 

at ſhould ariſe out of their own ſelves, 
ſpeaking perverſe things t0 draw away di- 
roles after them, At. 20, 29, 3o. The 
danger many times is greateſt there, 
where the cauſe of ſuſpicion is leaſt of 
all diſcerned, Foſeph was not ſold un- 
roth® 1ſhmaelites by any but by his own 
Brethren,nor Chriſt himſelf betrayed into 
the hands of the Fews, bur by one of his 
own Diſciples. 

Although the Church be ſo founded on 
the rock that the gates of hell ſhall-not pre- 
wail againſt it, yetas St. Hierom in- a10- 
ther caſe ſaith, 1»1#s hoſtis eſt, intus peri- 
culnm, it hath often enemies enow with- 
ns 
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in, both to pollute its purity, add to di- 
ſturbe its peace. But none do it greater 
miſchief then they, that under a pretence 
of 'mending the lights, both quite pur 
them our, and do what they can to re- 
move the Candleſticks themſelves out of 
their places: that, whilſt they take upon 
them bur to prune ſome branches of the 
Olive trees, lay axes to their roots to hew 
them down,as if they were fit for nothing, 
bur only to be fuel for the fire : that un- 
der a colour of kindneſs unto Chriſt, as 
if they hada care to kcep all his rights 
entire to himſelf alone, do all they can to 
wreſt into their own, out of his witneſles 
hands, that power, which he hath given 
unto them to exerciſe for him. If canſa 
cauſe be cauſa canſati, and he in the Poer 
had any good good reaſon on his ide, 
when he ſaid, 

Pergamn twnc vici cum vinci poſſe o0egr, 
I {ee not who can be more juſtly ſuſpe- 
Red of helping. the Beaſt ro overcome 
and kill the wo witneſſes,then they,whoſe 
behaviour rowards them is ſuch, as may 
juſtly give occafion unto God for a time 
to puniſh the World with the oo of 

them, 
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them, But who they are.that in all proba- 
bility do moſt offend that way,I had rather 
ſhould be read in the language of a lear- 
ned Commentator upon that portion of 
Scripture, then mine own, His wordsare 
theſe, 2us novit, an non Ecclefia Refor- 
mata probrum Chriſto bac parte illatum, 
Teſtium ad temps ſublatione, Initura ſit ; 

nod eos pro legationts dignitate, dum fruc- 
| coke #0n habuiſſent ? Notum eſt nimut# 
quid ab Eccleſits Reformatis in hanc par-- 
tew peccarum ſit: wutq; dum prophete 
Chriſti, Templo Dei repurgando ſtrenut 
incubuere, alit interim gazis ejus expi- 
landis oblationibuſq;, intervertends , To 
(ifimum opus commacularunt ; ne ali- 
ments quidem alicubi (magno vere Reli- 
gionss dedecore ) relicts, quibus miniſtrt 
ejus honeſte + pro ordints ſui dignitate 
ſuſtentarentur ; nedum ut quod ſuperabun- 
daret, ad rei reformate amplificationem, 
belli ſacri neceſſitatss, affiifForum fratrum 
Jubſidium , alioſq; pios uſus ſeponerent. 
And I the rather credit him therein, be- 
cauſe (as he hath well obſerved)that part 
of the Propheſie, concerning the ſucceſs 
of the tws witneſſes, when they are abour 
.to 
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to finiſh their teſtimony, tuns parallel 
unto the hiſtory of our Saviours Paſſion, 
ReſurreQion, and Aſcenſion, in ſundry 
circumſtances, And amongſt other re- 
markable particulars antecedent to our 
 Saviours ſuffering, that of Fudas his co- 
—_— with the high Prieſts for 30. 
pieces of filver to betray him unto them, 
= 16. 14, &c. is notonly forctold by 
e Prophet Zechariah, chap. 11. 12,0. 
but likewiſe ſpecial notice taken of the 
. low pricethat they valued him at, as that 
which gave occaſion to his cutting aſluncer 
his ſtafte called baxds, that he might break 
the brotherhood between Fudah and Iſrael - 
whereupon immediately follows his ta- 
king unto him the 1nſtruments of a fooliſh 
Shepherd, and the raiſing up of an idol 
Shepherd in the Land. Nor do we read 
that Fudas did ever entertain any thought 
of betraying his Maſtcr, untill he had with 
indignation ſeen more coſt beſtowed on 
bim, then he: thought was neceſſary : as 
is evident in all the - four Evangeliſts, 
eſpecially St. Fohn, whortels us exprelly, 
chap, 12. 4, &c. That it was Judas Iſca- 
riot Simons ſon which ſhould betray _ 
| that 
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that ſaid, why was not this oyutment ſold 
for three hundlred pence, and given 10 the 
poor ® Not that he cared for the poor : but 
becauſe he was a thief, and had the bag, 
and bare what was put therein, A ſhrewd 
ſign that they are moſt aptto deal Fudas- 
like with Chriſt, who think (as he did) 
all coſt beſtowed on him to be buc waſt, 
exceptit be to pafle thorow their own 
fingers, that they themſelves may have a 
fecling of it. And one thing more I muſt 
needs take notice of, that as none of the 
Diſciples denyed, curſed and forfwore his 
Maſter, but Peter only,who «lone without 
his leave drewa {word in his defence, fo 
neither is it ſaid of the reſt that they all 
forſook bim anal fled,till after tharPeter had 
raſhly attempted to defend him by force, 
As it the holy Ghoſt would have Chriſti- 
ans obſerve, thar fighting for Chriſt with- 
out warrant from him 1s the next fore- 
runner of forſaking him. And certainly, 
when he himſelf doth urge his ſervants 
not fighting to defend him from the Fews 
as an argument to prove that his King- 
dom is not of this world, Joh, 18, 36. 
cicher we muſt deny the conſequence, and 


L {0 
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ſo argue him guilty of falſhood,who pro- 
feſſeththat he was boys for this end, and 
For this cauſe came imo the world, that he 
onld bear witneſs to the trath, ver, 37. or 
elſe be forced to confeſs, that they who 
pretend to hight for Religion give too 
much occaſion to ſuſpeR, that they intend 
not To much a ſpiritual kingdom unto 
Chriſt, as a temporal dominion unto 
themſelves. Which may eaſily appearto 
have been themain end, unto w*®- the See 
of Rome the Pope and his adherents have 
bent rheir endeavours , ever ſince they 
tranſlated woy occidends ſed moriendo, in- 
to on moriendo ſed occidends, and choſe 
rather to make others, theg-to be them- 
ſelves , partakers of the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, akhough it were his obedience 
to death, even the death of the Croſſe , 
Through which, as the captain of our ſal- 
wation, he was made perfett, Heb. 2. 106. 
and that not only for our ſakes, but for 
our example alfo, 1 Per, 2. 21. So that 
Antichriſt never ſhewes more like him- 
ſelf , then when he ſeems forwardeſt ro 
fight for Chrift, eſpecially when he ma- 
keth war againſt them , whom God ra 
$ 


_  Theright Rebel, 147 
his good pedvidenee barh raifed up to be 


warfing Fathers and waurſing Mothers to 
bis «b, thoſe higher pewers , unto 
which every ſeal muſt needs be ſubjet?, not 
ouly for wraib, but alſe far canſciexcs ſake, 
Rom, 13,1,5, 
Sg CT. XXVL. 
The Concluſren. 


I Say na more 3 but heartily pray that, 
as Chriſt came once in humility to de- 
ſtray the works of the Devil,wherot Rebel- 
Lion is none of the leaſt, and will one day 
come again in glory to conſume with the 
ſprite his mouth , and deſtroy with the 

ightneſs of his coming, that wicked the 
Antichriſt, whole religion, ſo far as it is 
properly his own, is the profeſſion and 
practice of Rebellion, in oppoſing and ex- 
alting himſelf above all yhat is called God, 
or that is worſhipped : ſo all that rake upon 
them to love the Lord Feſws Chriſt in fin- 
ccrity may bogh A abhor,and hate 

2 


in 
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in their hearts, and outwardly In their lives 
and converſations give evidence of their 
unfained diſlike and deteſtation of all Re- 
bellion againſt God and man, that he may 
both enlarge their hearts to run the wayes 
of his Commandements, and they may 
readily [ubmit themſelves to every ordi- 
nance of man for bis ſake : that if the fiery 
tryal ſhall happen unto them , and the 
for conſcience toward God endure rief, 
ſuffering wrongfully, they may not think it 
ſtrange, but rejoyce, in as much as they are 
partakers of Chriſts ſufferings , and the 
Spirit of God and of Glory reſteth on them : 
that ſuffering according to the will of God, 
45 Chriſtians ought to do, patiently and joy- 
fully, they may commit the keeping of their 
ſouls to him in well doing, as unto a faith- 
ful Creatour, Amen, 


y_ AE £ —_— 


Anno, cujus numzrus Chonogrammare iſto | 
yorivo comprehenditur, 


it ſolb ſapjenti Deo gloria, vwevitati viftoria, pietat; 
bonos, Eccl:ſie pax, reipublice proſperitas, regno ſtabtls- 
825, eB claia ac plena fulicitas. | | 
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A Poſiſcript, 


Briefly pointing out that 
uſe, which may be made of the 
foregoing Treatiſe, by way of 
Interenceand Application. - 


In Eight Seftions. 


SECT. Il. 


The occaſion of the Authors Writing 
this Poſtſcripty and his purpoſe in it. 


Aving in the precedent Treatiſe, 
H abour ſixteen years ago, taken no- 

tice of what I found obſervable 
in holy Scripture, concerning the nature 
of Rebellion , together with the proper- 
ties and practiſes of Rebels, and now 
(March 11.1660.) conſidering how ma- 


ny, and how great Revolutions have 
L3 :.. © om 
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beenſcen to all the world, in the publick 
affairs of theſe Nations, fance that time ; 
I think I have juſt caſe and occaſion, 
not 'only, with humbke reverence | and 
zdimiration, to adorerhe infinite wiſdom 
' and poodneſs of God, whole Providence 
diſpoſed , That thafe things ſhould be 
written fo long afone-hand for our learn- 
ing, as St, Paul fpeaketh , Rom. 15. 4.- 
And to be our examples, upon whom 

ends of the world ave come, that we ſhould 
not luſt after evil things, as itis, 1 Cor, 
Io, 6, 11, But Jikewiſe with horror and 
amazement to lament and bewail the 
careleſs negle@ at leaſt, if not wilful con- 
rempt thereof by ſome, who profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians, and pretend to a 
mote then ordinary 'meaſure of, SanCtity 
and Sincerity, For had not rhe Prince of 
the pinver of the uy, the Spirit that work- 
eth tn the children of thifobedience, Epih. 
y.2. The God of this world blantted the 
mints of them which believe not, teft vhe 
tirht of the zlorious Gofpel of Ohreff, why 
i the Tmage of Got! , ſhould \ſhowe uwvv 
them, 2 Cor. 4.4. Hal they wot berome 
thn im Their imngmations , hall wot thew 


foolifh 
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fooliſh hearts been darkned, Rom 1. 21. 
thole men, who now adayes are called 
Phanaticks, whether old or new, might 
ealily have ſeen their own diſpoliti —_ 
ſcribed, and have heard their own dooms 
decreed, in thoſe things, which are te-+ 
corded by the holy Ghoſt . in Scripture, 
concerning Rebels and Rebellion , from 
the firſt beginning of the world until the 
laſt conſummation thereof, Rebels are, 
and will be, Rebels ftill, as well at long 
running, as a firſt ſetting our. Nor ſay 
I this with reſpe& unto thoſe amongſt 
our ſelves alone, but likewiſe with re- 
lation unto others every where elſe. Re- 
bellion is Rebellion in every corner of 
the world, as well as in Chriſtendom, and 
Rebels are Rebels, as well in Germany, 
Spain, and Ttaly, as in England , Scot- 
land, France and Ireland, Butevery man 
| is, oroughtr to be, beſt acquainted with 
himſelf, and with his own particular Pra- 
Riſes,Opinions and Principles; and there- 
fore withour condemning or acculin 
any,\eſpecially ſuch as have been judg 
already,and are gone totheir own places, 
I will only deſire every man , that 
L 4 read 
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read the forc-going Treatiſe, to conſider 
ſcriouſly, what uſe he may make there- 
of, by way of Inference and Application : 
which is, That what the holy Ghoſt in 
Sctipture hath expreſſed, concerning Re- 
bels and Rebellion ; may be a Touch- 
ſtone for all men to try themſelves by, 
whether indeed they be Rebels or no : 
and conſequently a ground of juſt re- 
proof and terror unto ſome , of comfort 
and' encouragement to others, of ſerious 
Admonition and Exhortation unto all. 


SECT. II. 
That Which # recorded in Scripture 
concerning Rebels and Rebellion, 
a Touch-ſtone for all men to try 
themſelves by, Whether indeed they 
bs Rebels or no. 


Or the firſt, if Rebe/[zop in Scripture 

doth generally ſignifie any oppoſiti- 
on of an -inferiour unto his Superiour, 
contrary unto that duty of ſubjeion , 
wherein he ſtandeth obliged unto him, 
more particularly thar, which is accom- 
panyed 


CC. ttc. 
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panyed with obſtinate, perverſe, and 
ſtubborn contumacy, or contempt z eſpe- 
cially; that, which1s openly avowed, and 
purpoſely maintained by violence and 
force of Arms , as is evidenced in the 
ſecond and third Sections of the fore- 
going Treatiſe; then all they thar know 
themſelves, guilty of ſuch oppoſition, 
muſt needs confeſs:that they are. Rebels ; 
unleſs they will pretend they may corre& 
Gods Word, and charge the holy Ghoſt 
himſelf, by whoſe Inſpiration the Scri- 
ptures were written , with ſhortneſs of 
diſcourſe : which in effe& would be no 
leſs then blaſphemy : Bur, if they be 
ſure they are nor guilty of ſuch oppoſiti- 
on ; they may be as.ſure , thar they. are 
not lyable to that appellation. As a Su- 
periour, in relation unto his Inferiour, 
cannot upon any account be a Rebel : 
ſo an Inferiour, in relation unto his 
Superiour , muſt needs be a_ Rebel ; if 
he wilfully, and contemptuouſly oppoſe 
himſelf , by violent refiſtance, or obſti- 
nate,perverſe, and tubborn diſobedience. 
And that not only when he doth it alone 
by himſelf, but likewiſe when he doth 
it 
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it together with others , be they never 
ſo many : yea,though he be not an author 
of ring-leader therein, but only an affo- 
ciate unto, 2 partaker with, or a follower 
of others : as is ſhewed, Sef#0n 4.- Nor 
is he a Rebelonly, chat being an inferi- 
our, doth purpoſely and deliberately in-- 
tend and reſolve tocaſt off all ſubjeQion 
generally unto his Superiour, and that he 
may ſtill continue and perſiſt in his ob- 
Kinate courſe of diſobedience, doth la- 
bour by multitude and power to with- 
*'ftandand over-top anthority, by violence 
and force of arms, to maintain and u 
hold himſelf in his diſobedience, and ſer 
himſelf free from that ſubjeRion, which: 
he oweth, and is due to his Superiour : 
bur even he,that doth it in any one parti-. 
cular, and but ſuddenly, or occafionally 
only,ſo long as that diſobedience is conti- 
nued and perſiſted in : as is ſhewed in the 
5. Seton. Yea, he is a Rebel, according 
to the language of the holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture, who doth ſo oppoſe himſelf, 
not only to his publick, wherher Political 


; or Eccleſiaſtical, but likewiſe to his Oe- 


conomical Superiour , whether paternal 
or 
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or deſpotical : for in all theſe reſpe&s 
may one man be inferior unto another, as 
his Superiour, and by obſtinate diſobedi- 
ence became guilty of Rebellion againſt 
him : as is ſhewed in the 17. and 19, Se- 
ions. Nay more, in relation unto God, 
who is Superionr unto all men , and all 
men inferiours unto him , in a larger, 
chough not ma firicter ſenſe, every man 
as being a ſinner againſt him, is a Rebel 
alſo :'as 15 ſhewed 1n the 3. Seftion. Yea, 
and he,that is a Rebel againſt God in a 
ſirifterſenſe, may be a Rebel! againſt man 
_ _ n—_— inferiour be obfti- 
nately dt 5 Superiour, requiti 
obedience wan the fu mom an. gs. 
_God : andhe, char is a Rebel againſt man 
manecdiately, may be a Rebel mediatel 
azainſt God alfo ; becauſe God doth al- 
ways require of inferiours obedience unto 
che precepts and prohibitions of their Su- 
periours in all enngs, that are not either 
exprefly,or by necef{ary conſequence, for- 
bidden or commanded by himſelf: as is 
ſhewed in thes, SeCtion. 


SECT. 


WG Peſi/cript. 


Sec. J. 


Rebellion a very hainous and per nict- 
0K CrIME. 


Or the _ , If Rebellion be an 
hainous and pernicious evil, both odi- 
ous init ſelf, diſgracefull and dangerous 
unto them that praiſe ir, eſpecially then 
when ir, i$as it may be, aggravated by ſc» 
verall important circumſtances, asis (hew- 
edinthe 9, 10,11.17. Sections, and in 0- 
ther places : how can it chooſe but fill the 
faces with ſhame, and ſtrike terrour to the 
hearts of all thoſe men, whoſe own con- 
ſciences witnel(s againſt them thar they are 
guilty of that crime? eſpecially if they 
be ſuch, as profeſſe themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, and pretend they have been taught as 
the truth is in Jeſus; becauſe by being 
Rebels they deny that in their works par- 
ticularly, which by their words they ge- 
nerally proteſs, and by building again the 
things which they deſtroyed, make them- 
ſclve; tranſgreſſours, as Saint Pal ſpeak-" 
| eth 
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erh, Gal, 2. 18, Allthe woes and curlſes, 
all the Judgements of God denounced in 
hisword againſt impenitent ſinners in ge- 
neral, as well as againſt Rebels in particu- 
lar, belong unto them whilſt they are ſuch. 
No man I ſuppoſe will be ſo unreaſonable, 
as to deny or doubt of the — of 
this truth, and therefore whoſocyer hath 
dealt ſincerely with himſelf in the for- 
mer particular,when he batch cauſe, to con- 
feſs a Rebell, will not refuſe, or rather 
cannot forbear todeal ſeverely with him- 
ſelf alſo, and ſay with the Prophet Fere- 
miah, Lam. 1.20, My bowels are troubled, 
mine heart is turned within me, for I have 
grievouſy rebelled. If the practice of Re- 
cllion,eſpecially under a pretence of pro- 
moting by ſuch means true Chriſtian Re- 
ligion 1n the parity and power of it, be nor 
Popiſh and Antichriſtian onely, but even 
Helliſh and Diabolical alfo,as is ſhewed in 
the 24, and 25 SeQtions, even impudence 
me thinks ſhould bluſh and preſumption 
rremble, to ſee thoſe men that call them- 
ſelves Saints, and would be reputed of the 
godly party,liſted in the black Regiment of 
tlie Beaſt that aſcendeth out of the bot- 
tomleſs 
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tomleſs pit, and labouring with all their 
might aud main, withthe hazard of their 
bodics and their fouls too, not onely to 
make war againſt and overcome, but even 
to kill the witncfes of Jeſus, and if poſſi- 
bly they could to interrupt their relurre- 
Rion unto life again, and hinder their 
aſcenſion into heaven. But as Saint Paul 
hath foretold, Zwvil men 41d ſedacers ſhall 
wax worſe and worſe, deceiving and being 
deceived: Ever learning and never coming 
10 the knowledge of the truth. Now as 
Jannes «xd Jambres withſtood Moics, ſo 
do theſe alſo withſtand the truth. Men of 
. Corrupt minds reprobate concerning the 
faith. But they ſhall proceed no furthers 
for their folly (hall be manifeſt to all men, 
aS theirs alſo was, 2 Tim. 3, 7,8,9.13. 


When they ſhall ſay peace and ſafety, then .. 


ſudden de firuition cometh upon them una- 
wares, 45 1r4vail upon a woman with child, 
and they ſhall not eſcape, as the ſame A- 
poſtle ſpeaketh, 1 Theſ. 5.3. For be that 
being often reproved hardeneth bis neck, 


ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that with- 
ont remedy, Prov. 29 1, 
$&. 


Ah 
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SECT, IV. 


To be preſerved or recovered from the 
crime of Rebellion 4 very great 


bleſfing: 


Or the third, If ir be, as certainly ic 
[4 a great blefling , to be preſerved 
from the guilt and power and puniſhment 
of any fin, either by reſtraining, or eſpe- 
cially by renewing grace, and when men 
have been overtaken, and have fallen, to 
be reſtored by repentance z then of nece(- 
ſity it muſt by ſo inthe caſe of ſuchan 
hainous and pernicious crime as Rebellion 
is : they whothroughthe preventing and 
afhiſting grace of God, have kept them- 
ſelves, being kept by him innocent from 
that great tranſgreſſion, have gzeat cauſe 
to magnific the goodneſs of God unto 
them, .and to rejoyce in hope, that he who 
hath begunthat ggod work in them, will 
gracioully proceed to continue it ſtill and 
perteR it unto the end, that by patient 
continuance. in ' wel-doing, ſecking for 

| glory 


k- 
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glory, and honour, and immorrtality they 
may receive the end of their faith,the ſal- 
vation of their ſouls, crernallife, and that 
Crown of righteouſneſs, which is laid up 
for_rhcm, that - love and {ook for his ap- 
ing; whobumbled himſelf and became 
obedient tothe death, even the death of the 
croſs, andtherem gave himſelf *an tnſam- 
ple for us, that we ſhould follow his (teps. 
And-to thoſe who formerly have been 
gwlry.of Rebellion, but now have known | 
the. plague of their own hearts,, and, have 
accepred the ptinifiumenr of thair: iniquity; 
who by.' truc' and: unfeigned repentance 
have m de their peace with God, .and:are 
fully relolvedfor the-future never to be' ſo 
overtaken again, there is greater cauſe-of 
comfort and encuuragement, thin myri- 
ads .of;carthly . contentments can afford. 
Bboth:Gad and. all good men will highly 
app aud them. all; and rhere; ſhall be joy 
in heaven over every one of: them, even 
more then over ninety aud nine juſt. perſons 
which need no repentance :.25 Qur Saviour 
himſclf ſaith, La&, 15.7.Such prodigal ſons 
when they come to themſelves indeed,and 
return home to their heavenly Father, are 
welcomed 
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welcomed by him with more then ordi- 
nary chtertdinment; and if any ſelf-con- 
ceited brethren will unkindly upbrai# 
chem with their former follies, he him- 
ſelf will anſwer for them, and be their ad- 
vocate to plead their cauſe unto their beſt 
advantage, as is moſt emphatically eyt- 
denced in the Parable, Lake 15. 11:4. 


SECT V. 


4 ſerious Exhortation unfeignedly to 
to repent of, and carefuly to watch 
againſt, the crime of Rebellion. 


[Or the fourth; If it be a neceſſary du- 

ty, as certainly itis for every man in 
particular eſpecially if he profeſle himſelf 
a Chriſtian, unfeignedly to repent of all 
his fins paſt, and carefully to watch againſt 
all future falls, rhen of neceffiry it muſt 
beſoin the caſe of Rebellion, which is 
not onely a fin in it ſelf, bur uſually ac- 
companied with other fins : or rather in- 
deed a general Magazine of all miſchicfs 
there being hardly any other evil ro be 


found 
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found, which it will not proceed from, or 
produce, as is ſhewed in the 14, 15, and 
16 SeRions of the foregoing Treatiſe. 
They then that know themſelves to be 
Rebels indeed, as they tender the glory 
of God, the credit of Religion,the welfare 
of the places where, and perſons amongſt 
whom they live, their own ſpiritnal com- 
fort, and temporall proſperity for the pre- 
ſent, yca the future eternal ſalyation of 
their own fouls, muſt give all diligence, 
both ſpeedily and thorowly by true and 
unfcigned repentance, and a real Refor- 
mation to return unto God, and recoyer 
that eſtate from whence they arc fallen : 
that fince they have not had primas partes 
Innocentie, by avoiding the guilt of Re- 
bellion, yet at leaſt they may have ſecun- 
das partes Penitentie, by endeayouring 
that ſo great a fin may not continue ſtill to 
havedominion over them, but that they 
may be delivered our of that ſnare of the 
Devil, wherewith they have been led cap- 
tive by him at his will, as Saint Paul ſpeak- 
eth, 2 Tim, '2,26. that, as heexhoneth 
concerning wrath or ſinfull anger, Eph.4. 
26,27.(whb:ch,Rcbcllion,I think,is ſeidom 
or 
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or never without, if they would not give 
plice unto the Devil, to ſer up his throne 
in them,they ſuffer not the ſun to go down 
upon their fin. Out of queſtion he that 
licth down to fleep with Rebellion in his 
ſotil unrepented of, is ſure to have the 
Devil for his bedfellow at leaſt. And for 
the reſt, all they that have been either de- 
tended or delivered from that fcarfull e- 
ſtate, are mainly concerned, as much asthe 
preſent ſafety and eternal ſalyation of their 
precious ſouls cones to, #o take heed that 
they ſtand faſt, that they be irong inthe 
Loyd, and in the power of his might, ta» 
kinz unio them the whole armony of God, 
that they may be able to ſland againſt the 
wiles of the Devil, and to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked : as Sairit Paul 
exhorteth, Epheſ, 6, to, &c. And tothis 
purpoſe, for breviry fake, I will onely 
commend to their conſiderations this one 
caution, thar, as ever they deſire intend 
and expe toeſcape, being guilty of Re- 

cllious praQices, they withdraw them- 
ſclyes from the ſociety of Rebellious per- 
ſons, and take heed they give no entet- 
tainment unto any Rebellious opinions , 
M 32 Or 
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or principles, whatſoever extraQion they 
be of, whether Popiſh, Presbyterian, or 
Popular : if it be' not more proper to re- 
fer them all unto one original, the My- 
ſery of Iniquity, as their common Mo- 
ther : For I make account, that Popery, 
Presbytery, and Popularity , rightly un- 
derſtood with reſped& to their rebellious 
opinions and principles , are but as fo 
many ſeveral DialeCts in the language of 
that Beaſt, which had two horns like 4 
Lamb, and ſpake as a Dragon, Revel. 
I3, IL. 


'SECT. VI. 


Religion and Liberty of Conſcience, 


unjuſtly leaded to juſtifie or to ex* 
cuſe, Rballion. ; 


B* peradventure ſome men will think 
it improbable ar leaſt, if not impoſ- 
ible, that they who prerend unto others, 
_ and itmay be perſwade themſelves, that 
they do nothing bur out of pare zeal for 
Religion, 
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Religion , and that they may preſerve 
their Liberty of Conſcience, which they 
are perſwaded they ought to contend for, 
with all earneſtneſs , and to their utmoſt 
perils, ſhould be guilty of Rebellion, and 
juſtly to be tearmed Rebels.To this T an- 
{wer : Firſt, It is true, that to ſay a Re- 
ligious Rebel is conrradittio tn adjecto - 
that true Religion and Rebellion are 
inconſiſtent contraries : But it is as true, 
Thar every Imagination of the Mind is 
not Religion, nor every Zelot truly Relt- 
gious : witneſs the Phariſees among the 
Fews , of whom our Saviour fo ofren 
complainerh 3 and the falſe Apoſtles, with 
whom 5c. Paul had ſo much ado: who 
though they were indeed the Miniſters 
of Satan, and deceitful workers, were yet 
transformed as the Miniſters of righteoul- 
neſs; yea, transformed themſelves into 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 2 Cor, 11, 13, 
14, 15. If diſimulation and hypocrifie be 
any ordinary property of Rebels, as is 
ſhewed Section 15, then Rebels may be 
Rebels indeed, notwithſtanding their pre- 
tended zeal for Religion : and, grant 


them as religious in other things as them- 
M 3 {elves 
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ſelves can deſire, yet in the praftice of 
Rebellion they muit needs be irreligious. 
Secondly, it is true, That Liberty of Con- 
ſcience 15 a precious thing , dearly pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt, and graciouſly be-- 
ſtowed upon them that' are his : and 
therefore, as to be highly valued, ſo care- 
fully to be kept and preſerved by them, 
Stand faſt, ſaith St. Paul, in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made you free, and 
be not intangled again with the yoke of 
bondage, Gal. 5, 1, Burt it is ſpiritual li- 
berty of conſcience, not 'carnal licenci- 
ouſneſs of converſation , which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed for Chriſtians. And there- 
fore the Apoſtle in the 13. verſe of that 
chapter, having ſaid, Brethren, ye have 
been called unto liberty , addeth withall, 
only ufe not liberty for an occaſion of the 
fleſh, but by love ſerve one another. As 
free, ſaith St. Peter, and not uſing ( or, 
not having) your liberty for a cloak of 
maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God, 
x Pet. 2. 16. And it is obſervable, that 
ke inſerteth that: caveat in the midſt of 
his ſerious exhortations unto ſubjeas 


and ſervants to obey their Magift ares and 
Maſters, 
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. Maſters, and after the example of Chriſt, 
to ſubmit themſelves unto them, nor on- 
ly in doing good willingly , when ir is 
commanded by them, bur likewiſe in ſuf- 
 fering wrong patiently, even then when 
it is unjuſtly done by them, As if he in- 
tended of purpoſe to prevent this very 
objeQion, and toteach Chriſtians , thar 
civil ſubje&ion is no way inconſiſtent 
with ſpiritual liberty, bur ſubſervient un- 
to it. That Liberty of Conſcience was 
ever denyed by, or unto, any Chriſtian, is 
more than I know : but I am ſure, thar 
none canever be deprived of it. Nor is 
it probable, that they, who plead Liber- 
ty of Conſcience, to juſtific, or to excuſe, 
their own rebellion, in an obſtinate diſo- 
bedience unto that Authority which is 
over them, do themſelves believe, that 
there is any juſtice in that plea; ſince they 
themſelves are notoriouſly known to be 
moſt rigorous exa@ors of conformity to 
their own Orders and Ordinances, from 
them over whom they have power, whe- 
ther they have authority, or no. 


M 4 SECT. 


What Rebels may be truly tearmed 
Phanaticks. | 


Ur ſome men perhaps are nat troy- 

bled ſo much, that they ſhquld he - 
thought Rebels, which it may be they 
know , though they will nat gcknow- 
ledge, to be bur jult , as that rhey ſhould 
be rearmed Phanaticks: the reaſon where | 
of, if chey do nat truly underſtand, they 
will be apt to {uſpef, that mpre is in- 
tended by it, then is indeed, or ought tq 
be. Therefore concerning that term, I 
will fay, that though it be not new, for 
we may read it written about 60 years 
ago by the very leafned and judicious 
King Famgs, in his Ber. 4» pag. 42. yea 
I 600, years ago, by Horace, inhis Book 
De Arte Poetica, yer I believeit was ne- 
ycr ſo much uſed , as it hath been of 
Jare, within theſe rwo years ; and: per- 
adventure not alwayes, nor by all men, 
in the fame ſenſe, Though it ſeemeth 
tO 
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to be borrowed from the Greek «ne, gr 
ea, Which properly gnillc to ſhew, 
and to appear z yet the deduRtion I fup- 
pofe is not ſo regular, as that any 
thing concerning the {ignification may 
be certainly inferred from thence. Bur, 
with willing ſubmiſhon unto berter judge- 
ments, I conceive it may be fitly enough 
applyed unto them , whoſe SanRtity is 
more in ſhew, then in ſubſtance 3 Who 
have a form of godlineſs, but deny the 
power of it, as St. Paul fpeaketh, 2 Tim. . 
3. or asTit. 1, 16, Who profeſs that they 
knaw God, but in works they deny him, 
being abominable , diſo'edient , and unto 
every good work reprobate : Or, as it isin 
the margin of our Bibles, void of judge- 
»ept. Such hypocrites , as the Scribes 
and Phariſces were, to whom our Savi- 
our ſaith, Te outwardly appear righteous 
unto men, but within ye are full of by- 
pocriſie and iniquity, Matth, 23. 28, Or 
unto them, who pretend the appearance 
of ſuch truths unto themſelves, either in 
Scripture, or without it, as none beſides | 
themſelves can ſee to be ſuch; and for 
which they can give» no better ig: 

| enen 
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then the perſwaſion of their own pri- 
vate ſpirits, thatitisſo 3 and think it a 
ſufficient warrant for their own moſt ex- 
orbitant ations, and enormous practiſes, 
that chey walk but according as they are 
guided by the new light that appearetrh 
in them. So that in lighter matters , 
and of leſs conſequence , Phanatiques 
and Phantaſtiques, in weightier matters, 
and of greater moment, Phanatiques and 
Phrantiques, or Phrenetiques ; may ſeem 
to be terms that are ſomewhat allyed, 
But in neither of theſe ſenſes are Rebels 
and Phanatiques convertible terms. For, 
as there may be Rebels , which do not 
g0 about to difſemble their rebellion, by 
pretending obedience, and profeſſing du- 
riful ſubje&ion , but openly own their 
Rebellion , and avouch themſelves Re- 
bels, by denying that they owe any ſub- 
jzeRtion at all, when indeed they do ; and 
then ſuch Rebels cannot in that former 
ſenſe be truly rermed Phanatiques : So,on 
the other fide, there may be ſome men, 
that are hypocrites/in other matters, and 
ſo in that formcr ſenfe may be termed 


Phanatiques, which yet are not Rebels in 
other 


- 
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other re{petts, but only as by their hypo- 
crilie they fin againſt God , and ſo are 
Rebels in a larger ſenſe only, Again, 
as there may be Rebels who do not pre- 
rend themſelves, nor are drawn into, or 
guided in their rebellious praQtiſes , by 
any ſuch pretended light, either in or out 
of Scripture, appearing to themſelves a- 
lone ; and then though they be Rebels, yet 
they are not Phanaticks in that later ſenſe: 
So, on the other fide, there may be ſuch, 
as pretend New-light appearing to them- 
ſelves alone, either in or out of Scripture, 
in other marters, not relating at all unto 
Rebellion ; and ſoin thar later ſenſe they 
' may be Phanatiques, although not Rebels. 
Bur, when men hypocritically diſſemble, 
and profeſs they are dutiful obedient ſub- 
je&s, though all the world may plainly 
ſee, in the courſe of their a&ions, that 
they purpoſely intend and practiſe obſti- 
nate diſobedience and rebellion 3 ſuch 
men | make account may be truly rermed 
both Rebels and Phanatiques,in the former 
ſcnſe. And when men that apparently 
practiſe rebellion,urge tor their juſtificarti- 
On.or excuſe, ſuch pretended truths,cither 

in 
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in or out of Scripture , as nong beſjeds 
themſelves can ſee to be ſuch, Fconceive 
ſuch mento be truly termed both Rebels 
and Phanatiques, m the latter ſenſe ; and 
that of whatever perſwaſion they are, 
whether Popiſh,. Presbyterian, or Popular. 
Some of whoſe Principles, Opinions, and 
Praiſes, it truly underſtood and ſeriouſly 
conſidered, I believe would be found, not 
only inconſiſtent with wholeſome words, 
even the words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the doiFrine , which « according to 

odlineſs, as S. Paul \{peaketh, 1 Tim. 6.3. 
= likewiſe deſtruftive of all good Go- 
vernment, Some men peradventure may 
hope as they would have : but I, for my 
part, expect no good art all to Erxgland , 
from any cither Popiſh conclaves, Presby- 
terian couſiſtories,or Popular conventicles, 
but only, under God and the King, from 
Parliaments and Convocations , legally 
called, conſtituted,continued, andconclu- 
ded, as they ought tobe, 


SECT, 
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SECT. VIII. 


The (oncluſion. 


wy I perceive I have already gone be- 
yond the bounds of that proportion, 
unto which I did purpoſe art the firſt ro 
confine this Poſtſcript : therefore I will 
adde no more but this, having been as is 
generally known to thoſe amongſt whom 
1 live, a conſtant ſufferer for my loyalty 
and conformity inall the late troublefom 
times, from the firſt beginning of the 
war inthe year 1642. ſo long as any uſur- 
pers of pretedded authority were in 
power, That Reſolution which hath born 
me up, and kept me from finking under 
my burthcn,was bottomed upon or bnoy- 
ed up by two Syllogilms, in the Premi- 
ſes whereof I ſaw ſuch apparent evi- 
dence of truth, thar I could not butzfirmly 
adhere to the Concluſion, and order m 

courſe accordingly, ,unleſs I would re- 
nounce the government of reaſon, and 
relolye ro be blind with mine eyes open, 
The 
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The one was this: 


No man., that is next under God 4 


Supreme Magiſtrate within his own 
Dominions, can be obſtinarely diſ- 
obeyed, violently reſiſted, publickly 
reproached , forcibly conſtrained, 
or imperiouſly required, to do an 
thing contrary to his own mind, by 
any of his Subje&s, withour ſin, 


Bur every King of England is next un- 


der God a Supreme Magiſtrate 
within his own Dominions. 


Therefore, no King of Enzeland can be 


obſtinately diſobeyed, violently re- 
ſiſted, publickly reproached, forci- 
bly conſtrained, or imperioully re- 
quired, to do any thing contrary 


to his own minde , by any of his 


Subjects , withour {1n, 


The other was this : 


Now tocall in queſtion, and condemn 


as unlawtul,that Government which 
was ſ{etled in ſome Churches, whilſt 
ſome of the Apoſtles themſelves 
were living, and generally recetved 
in all Churches, before the Divine 
authority 
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authority of ſome of the books in 

the Sacred Canon of Scriptnre it 

ſelf was ſo received, is either Here- 
ticall, or Schiſmarical. 

But now tocall in queſtion, and con- 
demn as —_ the Governrment 
of Biſhops, as ſuperiours to other 
Presbyters, is tocall inqueſtion, and 
condemn as unlawful that Govern- 
ment which was ſertled in ſome 
Churches, whilſt ſome of the A- 
poſtles themſelves were living, and 
p_ received in all Churches, 

efore the Divine authority of ſome 
of the books in the Sacred Canon of 
Scripture it ſelf was fo received, 

Therefore, now to call in queſtion,and 

condemn as unlawful, the Govern- 

ment of Biſhops, as ſuperiours to 
other Presbyters, is either Heretical 
or Schiſmarical, 


Theſe two Syllogiſms I had once a 
purpoſe to improve into two Treatiſes, 
under theſe two titles, Logick for Loyalty, 
and 4 metion for Moderation. But finding 
my ſelf, partly through age , but more - 
through 
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through other infirmities , diſabled ſo , 
that I cannot, with ſafety and comfort of 
my health and life, take pains as I haye 
done formerly, 1 am conſtrained to lay a- 
fide thoſe thoughts, And now, as if I were 
to make my laſt Will and Teftament, I 
bequeath thoſe two Syllogiſms, to every 
Loyal Subje& of the Crown, and obedi- 
cit Son of the Church of Zn-gland 4 who 
i5, a5I reſolve to be, and pray that I may 
be able alwayes to approve my. ſclf, 


A faithful ſervant unto Unity and 
Peace, ſo far as it may ſtand with 
Truth and Holineſs. 


